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INTRODUCTION

Berween the Mysties of any past age and ourselves
there is, quite apart from the problem of the mystie
consetousness 1tself, a barrier of time and cireumstance
which no effort of the histerie imagination can com-
pletely penetraie.  In this book we attempt a study of a
Mystie, with the unique advantage that he is a contem-
porary of our own.

He is also one of those Mystics who appeals to the pres-
ent age because it is precisely his consciousness of com-
munion with the Divine that impels lum to a life of un-
selfish activity and the praetieal serviee of mankind.

Sadhu Snndar Singh—""the Sadhu" as he s popularly
ealled—Ilives in this twentieth century a life which, so
far as external eonditions are eoncerned, resembles that
of Bt. Francis of Assisi, [lis inwarl experience recalls
rather, in some ways, St, Paul, in others Mother Juliana,
while in others it is individual to himself. If, however,
we venture thus to speak of him and them together, it 15
not by way of asserting a comparison of preatness; it is
merely to indicate an identity of type.  Whether Sundar
Singh is a great man in ihe zense in whick History em-
ploys that term, Ilistory alone can decide. In that
gense no man ecan be pronounced great il his eareer 15
ended, nor even then by his own econtemporaries, Bug
while we do not suggest that the SBadhu is on the same
plane with S{. Franeis or St. Paul, we feel that, from
having known him, we understand them better.

The Sadbu is no metaphysician, no seientist, ne hicher
critie. Indeed his intellectnal horizon is in many re-
speets nearer that of the New Testament writers than that
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of the medern world—but 8o also i3 hiz intuitive insight
into moral and religious values. It is this directness and
simplicity of spiritnal pereeption which impresses npon
all who have been in close eontact with him the convie-
tion that he has a message—not only to his own coantry-
men, but also to the West,

The manner of his teaching, even more than its sub-
stance, has a peeuliar freshness for a Western hearer,
with its picturesque abundance of illustration and par-
able, often guaint but always apt, its unstudied spon-
taneity, its gleams of kindly bumor. It is rendered
donbly effective by an arresting appearance—the impres-
gion of the turbaned head aud saffron robe harmonizing
in some subtle way with the deep tranguillity of a counte-
nance lighted up by loving kindness, and with a vivacity
of expression, and cccasionally of gesture, which some-
how seems not to conflict with, but to express, the Peace
of God within.

For the eold printed page to reproduce the atmosphere
diffnsed by such a personality, or even to {fransmit to
others the creative impression of hig speech is impossible,
It is the more =0, sinee we have his utterances, not in his
native tongue in which he i3 a master of expression,
but in English, a langnage of whose subtleties he has
but small command, so that he has at times to express in
the phrasenlogy of conventional religion thoughts whieh
to him are fresh and living. Faee 1o face with him in
private this hardly counts, hearing him on a platform it
matters more, but where there is nothing but the bare
written word it does materially impair the rich impres-
sion of the message and the man. Nevertheless, though
the printed page cannot do full justice to the Sadhn, it
can do pomething. The many who have seen him onee,
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and have felt that there was much more beyond which
they would gladly apprehend, will read into it the mem-
ory of his manner and his presence; and even those to
whom he is only known by hearsay may yet, we hope, find
something of solid value. At any rate the attempt ought
to be made to secure that the Sadhu’s visit fo the West
should leave behind it something more definite, and per-
haps more permanent, than the personal impressions
of a fortunate minority and the passing interest of the
crowd.

The Sadhu's mind is an overflowing reservoir of anec-
dote, illustration, epigram and parable, but he never
makes the slightest effort to avoid repetition; in fact
he appears to delight in it. ““We do not,”’ he says, ‘' re-
fuse to give bread to hungry people because we have
already given bread to others.”” IHence we have con-
stantly found the same material securring in more than
one of the written or printed anthorities we have used.
“*My mounth,"” he says, *'has no copyright’’; and many
sayings that we had noted down from his own lips we
afterwards discoverad to be already in print. In most
cages the wversions differ extraordinarily hitle, but we
have always felt free to correet or supplement one version
by another at our discretion; and, seeing that English
is mot the Sadhu's native tongue, we have not infre-
quently ventured on emendations of a purely verbal char-
acter.

It was only when wa had begun to colleet together
seattered sayings on the same topies, that we ourselves
realized the extent to which his teaching is a complete
theology in picture form, making with his way of life
and his mystic experience an organie whole. And if



