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EXTRACTS

FROM THE OLD TRANBLATED

‘HISTORIE OF HAMBLET.

————a e

CaArTER L~ You must nnderstand that long tima before tha
Lingdom ¢f Denmark received the faith of Jesus Chriet, the
common people ware barbarous and nncivil, snd their princes
crngl. There waa sometimea & good prince or king among
them, who, being adorned with the mest perfect gifts of naturs,
wonld addiet himself to virtus, and mee courtesy; but al-
thongh the people had him in admiration, yet the envy of his
neighbours was so great, that they nover ceased until that
virtuous man wers despatched out of the world, King Rode-
rick, as then reigning in Denmark, divided the kingdom into
divers provinces, placing govarnora therein who bara the
nnmes of dukes, marquises, and sarls, giving the government
of Jutie (at thia present called Ditmarss, lying upen the
eountry of the Cimbrians, in the narrow part of land that
showeth like a point or cape of gronnd opon the sea, which
neathward bordereth upon the conntry of Norway) to $wo
valiant and warlike lords—Horvendile ! and Fengon,®

Now, the greatest honour that men of nobls birth conld nt
that time win and obiain, was exercising the art of piracy
npon the seas, assailing their neighbours, &e.; wherein Hor-
vendile obtained the highest place in his time, being the
most renowned pirate thet in those days sooured the sess
and havens of the north parts, whose great fame so moved

1 Comp, with Hamlet's futher, 2 Qomp, with Clandins,
A3
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the heart of Collers,! king of Norway, that he was much
grieved to hear that Horvendile surmounted him in feata of
arms, thereby obscuring the glory by him already obtained
upon the seas, This valiant and hardy king, having chal-
Jenged Horvendile to fight with him body fo body, the com-
bat was by him accepted, with conditions that he which
should be vanquished should losz all the riches he had in
his ship, &e. And, to conclude, Collere, although a valiant
prince, wae in the end vanguished and slain by Horvendile,
who, baving then overrun all the comet of Norway and the
northern islands, returned home laden with much treasure,
sending the most part thereof to his eovercign king Rode-
rick, thereby to proenrs his good-lking. The king, allured
by those presents, and esteeming himself bappy to have so
valiant o subject, sought by a great favour and courtesy o
make him become boundan unto him perpetually, giving him
(eruth® his danghter to his wife, of whom he knew Horven-
dile to be already much epsmoured. Of this marriage pro-
oeeded Hamblet,

Fengon, fretting in his heurt at the great honour won by
his brother, and provoked’ by a foolish jealousy to see him
honoured with royal alliance, and fearing thersby to be de-
posed from his part of the government, or rather desiring to
be only governor,® thereby to obscure the memory of the
victories of his brother Horvendile, determined to kill him;
which he effected in such sort, that no man cnee so much sa
gugpected him. Fengon, having seoretly assembled certain
men, Horvendile his brother being at a banquet with his
friends, suddenly set npon him, whers be slew him as traitor
onsly, as cunningly he purged himeelf of so detestable a
murder to his subjects; for that, before he committed pard.
cide upon his brother, he had incestuously abused his wife.
His sin found excose smong the common people, and of the
nobility was esteerned for justice; for that, Gernth being as

3 Gomp. with cld Wortinbras—* Thuroto pricked oa by & most enulsts

1umpﬁ:-lhm:'

# Both Fengon and Horvendlle are alterwards callod kings, and Gorath is
gallad queen.




¢ FIRTORIE OF HAMBLET,

eourtsous & princess sa any, this ndulterer mnd infamouna
murderer elandered his dead brother that he wonld have slain
his wifs, and that he, by chance finding himeelf upon the
point ready to do it, in defenee of the lady had sluin him;
which was the canse that Fengon, boldensd and encouraged
by such impunity, durst venture to couple himself in mar.
ringe with Gernth, The unfortunate and wicked woman,
that hed received the honour to be the wifa of one of the
valiantest and wisest princes in the north, imbased herself
in such vile sort, es to falsify her faith unto him, and, what
ia worse, to marry him thet had been the tyrannons mur-
derer of her lawful husband, which made divers men think
that she bad been the couser of the murder.!

Onarres IL—Gerath having so mmch forgotten herself,
Hamblet, percaiving himself to be in danger of his Lifs, coun.
terfeited the madman, with such eraft and subtle practices,
that he made show as if he had viterly lost his wita; and
under that veil he covered his pretence, and defended his lifa
from the treasons and practices of the tyrant his uncle. For
every day he rent and tors his elothes, wallowing and lying
in the dust and mire, bis face all filthy and blaok, ronning
throngh the etreeta like o man distranght, not speaking one
word bot such s seemed to proceed of madness and mere
frenzy.

Hamblet, in this sort counterfeiting the madman, many
times did divers sctions of great and desp conmideration ; and
often made such and so fit anewers thet a wise man wonld
poon have judged from what spirit so fine an invention might
proceed. For that standing by the fire, aud sharpening
sticks like poniards nnd pricks, one in smiling manner asked
him wherefore he mado those little staves so sharp at the
pointa, *1 prepare’ ssid he, *plercing darts and sherp
sirrows to revenge my futher's death. Nools esteemed thoge

1 Whather Sialepssre’s Seriveds was an scccasory before tho fet fn the
manrder of her first hushand, s sl & controvertod polnt. Wo have no heel.
tadion in thinking sho wasnob. In the goarto of 1803, she is madde to say—

*Bui aa I kavo & soul, T swear by heavan,
I mewvar knew of this most horrld morder.”

L]



xiv EXTRACTS FROM THE

his words os nothing; but men of quick spirits, and sucl os

‘had & desper reach, Legun to suspect somewhaot, esteeming
that under that kind of folly there lay hidden o great and
rare subtlety, such na one day might be prejudicial to their
prince, snying that under cclonr of such madness he sha.
dowed a crafty policy, and by his devised simplicity concenled
& gharp and pregnant spirit; for which cunse they couneslial
the king to try and know if poseible how to discover the in-
tent and meaning of the young prince; and they eonld find
no bettar mor more fit invention to entrap him than to st
gome fair and beantiful woman? in o eecret place, that, with
finttering speeches, oud all the craftiest means she could nee,
ghould purposely eeek to allure his mind. And surely the
poor prince at this assanlt had been in great danger, ifa
gentleman,? that in Horvendile’s time had beon nonrished
with him, had mot shown himeelf more affectioned to the
bringing up he had received with Hemblet then desirons to
pleass the tyrant. This gentleman mors desired to give the
prince instruction whet he should do, than to entrap him.
By the lady he was likewise informed of the trerson, as being
-cng that from her infancy lowed and favoured him, and
would have been excesding sorrowfaul for his miufoﬂ-une.
g0 that aa then Fengom's practice took no effect.

CoarTER l'][.-—.!;m::mg the friends of Fengarn there was
one® that among all the rest doubted of Hamblet's practices
in comnterfeiting the madmen ; who, for that canse, said that
it was impoasible that so erafty a gallant gs Hamblet should
e discovered with 8o common and woelilful practices, and
that to find out his politic pretence, it ware necessary to in-
vent some subtle and erafty menns more attractive, whereby
the gallant might not have the leisure to use his accustomed
dissimulotion ; which to effect, be said, he knew s fit way,
and o most convenient mean to effect the Ling's desire, and
thereby fo entrap Hamblet in his subtleties, and canse him
of hisown accord to fall into the net prepared for him, snd

T Qomp, with Ophalin, 3 Comp. with Horatia,
# Comp, with Polonlns.,
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thereby evidently show his secret monning., His devieo was
thua: that King Fengon should make na though he were to
go some long voynge, snd that in the meantime Hamblet
should be shut up alome in m chamber with his mother,
whersin some othar should secretly be hidden bekind the
hangings, unknown either to him or his mother, there to
stand and hear their speeches, and the complota by them to
be taken concerning the sccomplishment of the dissembling
fool's pretence, mssuring the king that, if there were any
point of wisdom and perfect sense in the gallant's epirit,
without all -donbt he would easily discover it to his mother,
n8 being devoid of all fear thet she wonld utter or make
known his gecret intant; and withal offered himeelf to be the
man that should stand to hearken and berr witnesa of Hamb-
let’s speeches with his mother. This invention pleased the
king exceeding wall. The counsallor entered secretly into the
gueen's chamber, and there hid himeelf behind the ares,
not long before the gueen and Hamblet came thither ; who
being crafty and politic, 22 soon o8 he was within the cham-
]J-Er. mhﬁﬂg BOTmE hmm. mﬂ fﬂﬁl’iﬂgr E hﬁ Hhﬂ'lﬂ'li Ep'eﬂk
severcly and wisely to his mother tonching his secret prac-
tices, ha should be understood, and by that means inter-
cepbed, need his ordinary mannor of dissimulation, and began
to evow like & cock, beating with his arms npon the hong.
inga of the chamber, whereby, fecling something stirrins
nuder them, he cried, * A ret, a rat 1" and presently drawing
his gword, thrast it into the hangings, which done, he palled
the eounsellor, holf dead, out by the heels, made an end of
killing him, and, being slain, cut his body in pieces, which
ho eansed to be beiled, and then cast into an open wanlt,
that so it might serve for food to the hogs. By which means
having discovered the amlmsh,and given the inventor theveof
his just reward, he came again to his mother, who in the
moantime wept and tormented herself, to see all her hopes
frustrated ; for that, what fanlt soever she had committed,
yet was she sore grieved to see her only child made a mere
mockery, every man reproaching her with his folly. Hamb-
let having once again searched every corner of the chamber,
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distrueting his mother as well as the rest, and percciving
himsslf to be alone, began in sober and disereet manner to
speak unto her, saying :—

* What treason is this, O most infamons woman of all that
ever prostituted themeselves to the will of an abominable
whoremonger; who, vnder the veil of a dissembling creature,
covereth the most wicked and detestabls crime that man
conld ever imagine or was comunitted P How may I be
nssured to trust you, that like & vils wanton adnltersss,
altogether impudent and given over to her pleasurs, runa
spreading forth her arme joyfolly to embrace the traitorons
villainona tyrant that mordered my father, and most inces-
tuously receivest the villain into the lawfal bed of your loyal
spousef Ts thisthe part of & queen, and daughter tos king—
to live like & brate beast, to follow the pleasure of an abomin-
eble king, that hath muordered e far honester and better man
than himself in massacring Horvendile, the honour and glory
ofall the Danes? I, for my part, will never aoconnt him for my
kineman, nor ones know him for mine wnole, nor you, my
dear mother, for not having respect to the blood that ought
1o have united ns so straitly together, and who neither with
your hounour, nor without suepicion of consent to the desth
of your husband, could ever have agroed to have married
with his cruel ememy. O Queen Gerath, it is licentionsness
ounly that hath made you deface out of your mind the
memory of the valour and virtues of the good king your hus.
bend and my father. It was an nnbridled desire that guided
the danghter of Roderick to embrace the tyrant Fengon, and
not to remember Horvendile, unworthy of so etrange enter-
tainment, neither that he killed his brother traitoronsly, end
that she being his father's wifo betrayed him, although heso
well favoured and loved her, that for her sake he utterly
bereaved Norway of her riches and valiant soldiers to augs
ment the trensures of Roderick, and mado Garath wife to the
hardiest prinee in Burope. It is not the part of & woman,
much less of & princess, thus to leave her dear child to fortuns
in the bloody and murderous hands of & villain and traitor.
Brute beasts do not so. Is not this a8 much a8 if you shounld



