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INTRODUCTLON

One of the greatest drawbaecks in the study of primitive peoples
ig the difficulty, one might almost say the impossibility, of obtaining
an inside view of I_,]_].clr (:ulturc from their oW lips and by their own
initintive. A native informant is, at best, “interested merely in satis-
fring the demands of the investigator. The limitations thus imposed
as regavds the nature and extent of the knowledws furnished are
Lurther inereased by the sireumstances under which the knowledwe
is usnally imparted, cirenmstaness of 4 pature ilending to destroy
practically all the subjective values associatedd with the partieular
ritual, myth, or what not, that is being narrated.

Many of these defeets could pessibly be obviated if the investi-
cator became o mémhber of the tribe, but this is generally oul of the
question. TL would mean spending a good portion of one's life in a
primitive commmunity, and that oo well-qualified ethnologist s pre-
pitredt to do, even were funds available for the purpose. As a result
individuals but partially qualificd to deseribe aceunrately the life of
a primitive comununity—T{or example, missionaries, soldicrd, and |
ethuelogival adventursers  are the only ones who ever spend large
portions of their lves among aboriginal tribes, Ewven when such
investigators are conscientious and strive io be open-minded and
fair, il i8 only on rave oeeasions that they suceeed in presenting the
[aots in an emotional setting, and when they do make such an attempl,
the resalt is gencrally so eompletely tinged with the mvestigator's
own emotional fone as to be guite uusafe to follow,

For a long time most ethnologists have realized that the lack of
“atmosphere” in their deseriptions 15 a very serious and fundamental
defeet, and that this defeet eould only be properly remedied by having
a native himself give an aceount of his partienlar culture. Unfor-
tunately, however, natives never spend much time trving to get a
ceneral idea of their ealture and are consequently unable to deseribe
it when pressed. The only possibility of obtaining any direet cxpres-
sion has therefore to be sought in another way. Unprepared as primi-
tive man is to give a well-rounded and complete aceount of his eolture,



284 Unsvergity of California Publications in Am, Arah. and Ethi. [\-FCI]. 16

ke has alwavs been willing to narrate snatehes of autobiography.
Such personal reminiscenees and impressions, inadequate as they are,
are likely to throw more light on the workings of the mind and
emotions of primitive man than any ameunt of speculation from a
sophisticated ethnologist or ethnelogical theorist.

Such an autobiograply was obtained by the author from a
Winnebago Indian and published in volume xxvi of the Journal of
Amerigan Folk-Lore in 1913, The reception given this first auto-
biography led to [urther cffort in this direction, the aim being, not
to obtain antobiowraphical details about some definite personage, but
o have some representative middle-aced ndividnal of moderate ability
deseribe his Bife in relation to the social group in which he had grown
up. A serics of fortunate eirenmstances enabled the anthor to seeure
a muwr']uuglhy antoblography from a member of a very prominent
Winnebago family. This is the account here published. The Indian
in quostion was a broiher of 1le Winnchago who had written the
carlior autobiography referred to above. The writer fa referred to
throughont the notes as 8. B, No attempt of any kind was made in
influenee him in the seleetion of the partienlar facts of his life which
he chose Lo present. Se far as eould be ascortained the Indian wrote
the antoblography in two consecutive sessions in a syllabary now
eommonly used among the Winpebaro, The translation was made
by the author on the basis of a rendition from lis interpreter, Me.
Miver Lamere, of Winnchago, Nebraska.

The autobiography proper closes with Part 1. Part IT embodics
the system of instroetion used amony the Winnebago and forms a unit
by dtself, The Indian regarded it as part of his antoblography inas-
mueh as it represents what he vremembered to have heard from his
tfather when he was a yonung boy.

The varions headings have been added by the anthor. All explana-
tory matter is ineluded in the nofes.
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PART [. THE STORY OF MY LIFE :
L EARLY CHILDHOOD

Father and mother had four children and after that T was born,
it is said.! An uncle of mother’s who was pamed White.Cloud, aaid
to her, “ You are to give birth to a ehild who will not be an ordinary
person.’” Thns ke spoke to her. It was then my mother gave hirth
to me,  As soon as | was born and was being washed—as my neck
was heing washed—I laughed out londly. -

I wus u pood-tempered boy, it is said. Al boyhood my father told
me to fast and 1 obeved,  In the winter every morning 1 would erush
charecal and blacken my face with 1. I would arise very early and
din it. As soom as the sun rose [ would oo outside and sit looking at
the sun and | wounld cry to the spirits®

Thus I aeted until T beeame conseinus.®

Then there were not ws many white people aroumd as there are
pow, My father always hunted. Our lodge was eovercd with rush
mattings and we liad recd mattings spread over the floor. After my -
father had hunted for & considerable time in one place we wonld maove
away. My father, mother, older sisters, and older brothers all carried
packs on their backs, in which they earried many things, Thus we
would pass the time uotil the spring of the year, and then in the spring
we used to move away to live near some stream where father conld
loanl muskrats, mink, otter, and beaver,

‘In the supuner we would go back to Black River Falls, Wisconsin.

The Indians all returned to that place afler they had piven their
feasts. We then picked berries, When we picked berries my father
used to buy me gum, so that I would not eat many berrics when |

1 He uses the phrass “*it is said '’ for all statemests relating to that perisd of
his Tife of which he has mo elear recollection.

4 Le, Tnst.

3 L, make the covemonial prayer witered during the puberty fast

t1Lc, from that time om he reeplleets his chibihood. Ilowever the term eon-
peioits i1 not to be loken In any metaphorieal sepse; To the Winnebago mind
anvthing not remembered is prouped together with nop-existest phenomena, An
individual is only eonseious of what manifests its existence to him by menns of
some fnward stirring, be it emotional, intellectusl, or physieal. For these things
that have heppened to him in Infancy no sueh manifestation exists and he conse-
quently prodicstes no eonscionsness for himself at that period. I do not doubt
or & moment that he thinks of these carly years of hiz 1ife as being identieal with
any uneonscions esndition oceurring in matore Life,
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was picking.® However, I soon managed to eat berries and chew
gpum at the same time. After a while I learned to chew tobaees and
then 1 did not eat any berries (while picking them). Later ou I pot
to like tobaeeo very mueh and 1 probably used up more value (in
tobaeen) than T would have done had I eaten the berries,

In the fall of the year we would pick cranberrics and after that,
“ when the hunting season was open, I would bepin o fast again,

I did this every year for a number of years.

After a while we gol & pony on which we used to pack all our
belongings when we moved camp.  And in addition about three of us
would ride on top of the pack, Heometimes my mother rode and father
drove the pony when we moved from one place to another,

After T had grown a little older and taller and was abont the size
of one of my older brothers, all of us would fast together. My Callor
used repeatedly Lo urge us to fast.  *'To not be afraid of the burnt
remaing of the lodee center-pole, '™ he would say to us. “*Thaose which
are the true possessions of men, the apparel of men” and also the gift
of doctoring—these powers that are spread out before yon—do try
and obtain one of them,” he was aecustomed to sayv toe us.

I would then take a plece of chareoal, crush il, and blacken my
face, and he would cxpress his gratitngde o me.

At first T Liroke my fast at noon and then, after a while, 1 fasted
all night. From the fall of the year until spring I fasted threughout
the day nntil nightfull, when [ would eat* After a while T wax able
to pass the night without eating and after a while [ was able to go
through two nights (and days) without eating any food. Then my
mother went oul in the wilderness and buill a small lodge. This, she
told me, she built for me to fust in, for my elder brother and myself,
whenever we had to fast through the might.

There we used to play around. However, before we were able to
spend & night at thal particular place, we moved away.

& Cranberry-picking i one of the prineipal menns of support of the Winne-

#ia, clarcoal with which to Dlacken one’s face while fasting.

Tie, both material and hmmaterial.  Ile refors mainly to that knowledge
whieh will make & man honered and reapected br his fellow men.

Apparel of men®’ does not mean clothes, but er anil ability; suecess on
the warpath, membership in the Medicine Dance, ability to eure the siel, cie

Ysprend out bofore you'' means ‘‘within your power to obtain from the
Bpirits, "’

& No person attempted to fast for twenty-four hours at onee without a hreak.
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2. PUBERTY?

After a time T passed from this stage of boyhood inte another. T
began to use a bow and arrow and I spent my time at play, shooting
ATTOWS,

Then 1 found out that my moether had been told, just before 1 was
born, that she would give hirth to no ordinary being, and from that
tine on T felt that T must be an uncommon person.

At about this time my oldest sister married a holy man. My par-
ents gave her in marriage fo him.  1le was a shaman and he thought
a rreal deal of me.

At this stave of 1ife also T seeretly got the desive to make myself
pleasing to the opposite sex.

Now at that time the Indigns all lived m their lodges and the
wonen were alwayvs placed in lodges of their own whenever they had
their menses.  There the young men would eosurt them at nighl when
their parents were asleep. They would then enter these lindzes to
court them. I used to go alomg with the men on such oecasions for
even although I did not enter the Iodge but merely accompanied them,
I enjoyed if. )

At that time my parents oreatly feared that T might eome in con-
taet with wowmen who were having their menses, =0 I went out secreily.
Ay parents were even alraid Lo have me eross the path over which a
woman in sueh a eondition had passed.'” The reason they worried so
much gbout it at that partienlar time was beeause [ was to fast as
soon as autumn eame ;" and it was for that reason they did not wish
me to be near menstruating women, for were I lo grow up in the
midst of such women | would assuredly be wealk and of little aceount.
Sueh was their reason.

After some time [ started Lo fast again throughout the day and
night, together with an older brother of mine. Tt was at the time of
the fall meving and there were several lodges of people living with
us,  There it was that my elder brother and I fasted. Among the
people in these lodees there were four girls who always earried the

8 The physiologieal amd other ehanges at puberty are definitely noted by the
Winnebago and n special word i3 used fo cover the years from approximately
twelve to tweoty.

w A very genersl belief among the Winnebago. Any eontact with menstroat
ing women, ¢r even with objeeta in any way conneetsd with them, will, it is

believed, destroy the power of saered objects or individuals temporarily saered.
Fasting youths were regarded as sneh.

11 Fagting always comméenced in autumn and never lasted longer than éarly
spring, or until the snakes appeared above groumd.



