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BRIDGEWATER

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

A wewrmig of eibivens of Lhe four Brulgewaters *
was held at the Towi-hall in West Bridgewater,
Feh. 2, 1856, pursnant to public notice, {o consuder
the expediency of celebrating the Second Creotennial
Anniversary of the Incorporation of the ancient town
of Dridgewuter, on the thivd duy of June, 1836,
Hon. Towrx AL Saaw, of Boidgewuter, was chossn
Chairman ; amd Frasgmy Awmvs, Faeg, of Norh
Bridgewater, Secretary.

1% was resolved unanuoously to hold such s ecle-
bration at WYWest Dridgewster, where the fivst white
ihabitants of the old town seltled ; and a Committes
of forlv-sight was chosen, consisting of fwelve per-
sons from cach of the Bridgewalers, (o meke all the
arrangemnents therefor, amd carry the same into exe-

* HRrEpGEwATET was dneeraenied Jiene 8, 1854,
HowTn HhnenaEwATER Juno 10, 1881,
Wrsr IminarwAren, Fehranry 16, 1828,
East Bmmaewaren, June 74, 1528,

El
-



10 URIDGEWATER

cution.  Said Committee consisted of the following
persons ; —

Jonathan Copeland, Albe Howard, Pardon Cope-
land, Nahum Leonan!, Nahum Snell, Thomas Ames,
James Alger. Henry H. Whitman, Joseph Kingman,
Anstin Packard, Calvin Williams, and Dwelley Fobes,
of West Bridgeiweater.

John A, Shaw, Avtemns Ilale, Philander ITeach,
Horaee Ames, John Fdson, Williams Latham, Thoe-
maz Cushman, David Perkings, Spencer Leonard, jun.,
Abram Washburn, Mitehell Hooper, and Calvin B,
Pratt, af Diridgenater.

Welcome Young, William Allen, Azor Harris,
James . Mitchell, Smnuel B. Allen, Benjamin W.
Harris, Asa Mitchell, Aaron 1lobart, jun., James
Dates, Nathan Whitman, Seth Bryant, and Hector
0. A. Orr, of Fast Bridgewater.

Elialy Whitman, Edward Southworth, jun., Peres
Marshall, Franklin Ames, Eilis Packard, Martin I.
Keith, George W. Bryant, Henry V. Robinzon,
Menry Howard, Tssar Kingman, Samuel Dunbar, and
Jones B, Perkins, of North Bridgewater.

It was decided by the Committee of Arromgements
to have an address, a poem, and a dinner ; and Austin
Packard, Artemss Hale, William Allen, and Edward
Southwoerth, jun., were chosen a Committee to pro-
rure suitable persons to deliver the address and poem,
and to employ the sevvices of such clergymen as they
might think proper.



CENTENNIAL CELETRATION. 11

Joseph Kingman, Calvin Williams, Henry TH.
Whitman, Mitchell Hooper, Williams Latham,
Calvin B. Pratt, Denjamin W. Harns, James Bates,
Jomes H. Mitchell, Ellis Packanl, Martin L. Keith,
and George W, Bryant, were chosen a Committee to
fix upon a dofinite plan of procedurc, and report
at the adjournment of the mecting.

In pursuance of the report of the last-named Com-
mittee, the following officers were chosen | —

Terifemd -';-.l"' the frg,
JOMNN A, S5 H AW,

Five-§raviafends,

Wammu Lenwann. Errrmern Wirmas.,
Jomyriay CorpLasp, Aoy Homawr.
Bexrvurs B Howagn, Winciar Youso.
Winraw Paviies Cremivg MivomELL.
Fanrmus R Ason Hamrmia
Anveasis Hane Eranm Wi,
SaueEn Liowamm, SAMUEL DIUNTAE.
Pawe E, Hirg., Josrar W, Kiseuas,
Hooues Sroaare Erowakn Bourmwon,
BULous  ALDEN, FraskLy AMEs
Treqmner;

Avsrin Pacmakg,

Chiei”™ Mireshel, .
Aapos . DRARE.

Aszistant Marzfals,

Tooalss AdEL, i Jaams BaTes
Geokog L. ANDREWS. | Fraxess M. Frescr,
Tronet Wirsder;

Dieeranry W, Hanpm



12 BRIDGEWATER

Aszistamt Pomsf-Maslers.

Josern Kixcatas, | Gronce W, BRYANT.
Davio Prexmia

Claaitiiiites af Finmee
Trrneey Fones. I Wammmay Warray.
Roppgr PEEETNE Geneor W. BryasT,

Commilies on Beatimenty, Jordlations, ead Reception of Ghueels,

Avsiy Farkagin Wi ATiEw

JosErr Kresaax. Ash MiIToHELL

Jowan AL Biaw, Epwamn BoUTHWORTH, jun.
Antearss HarE Jomas B, PEREDNE

flommities on Muziv,

Nammy SxELL Ezrx RrxoMan.
Soromos KEITH, Erue PackagD,

Erxemulire Commitice

Troomas AMES. Wiraaams LaTeao
Moxny Bl Wi, Canves B Porasr
Canvyoy WinLiasa. Jases W, MrocarsLL,
Gieomae Winean, Hrmm Bavasm
Ascaan, Howamn Frus PacEaxs.

Mumroe Lo R

oweailied fa print the Addvess aud Maem, anth o Réport g the
Cetebratiog.

Avsrix Paimann, F Wity ALLEN.
Artexeas Tlane, FrasmLiy AxEs.

Ventmmiiies fo prepove on Adifress fo fhoge who mey celelrade the Thivnd
Demlennzal Annicoasory,

JosprE Keeiminm, Wiriasr Aurys,
Trwenney Foues, A=a AlmoHELL
Janz A Biraw, Evwarn Soctrwomtw, jon.

Tacneas Cosiraan, Fary oo,
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The Chief Marshal was anthorized to appeint his
auls, and the Assistunt Marshals their agds

The Executive Committes was puthorized to act
upon and decide all matters not specially assigned to
any other Committee.

The several towns appropriated their proportion of
one thousand dollars towards defraying the expenses
of the celebration.

And the Committee on Printing was directed to
encloze the various documents, rclating to the Cele-
bration, in a box, and deposit the same in the towne
safe at Dridgewater, for the use of those who wmay
celebrate the Third Centennial Anniversary.

The ringing of the bells on all the churches in the
four towns, and the discharge of cannon, annonneed
the dawn of the Centennial Day. The weather was
as pleasant as could be desired, and a large pumber
of people assembled to join in the festivities of the
CCCASION,

Several places of historical note were appropriately
designated, among which were the following : —

" CENTRE TEREE."

A stone monument now oceupies the place where
the Centre Tree formerly stood, Tt was long known
as the centre of Bridgewater, and was established,
pursuant to an order of the Court at Plymouth, soon



