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' INTRODUCTORY.

On the day when the Waterbury Soldiers’ Monument
was dedicated, [ was invited to take in hand the prepara-
tion of a volume devoted to the history of the enterprise.
The collection of materials was at once begun; but it
was not until the Monument was completed, a year later,
that the work was seniously undertaken. From that time
until now, it has been prosecuted amidst many interrup-
tions, and at length brought to a conclusion in the face
of many difficulties. .

It was stated in the New Haven Morning MNews of
July 17th, 1883, that the Waterbury Soldiers’ Monument
was the only one in New England “erected solely by
subseription.” Wh;:ther, up to the present time, it is the
solitary instance of the kind, I do not know; but it is
certainly a conspicuous instance, not only because of its
merits as a work of art, but because of its cost It
seemed important to the committee which bad in charge
its erection that a complete list of the subscribers to the
monument fund should be published, with the precise
amount {whether large or small) subscribed by each,
This was the necessary basis of a treasurer's report, in
which every dollar received should be accurately account-
ed for. It seemed at the same time well worth while to



