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& INTRODUCTION.

tiom, involving the interesta of the aris and of commerce, is
element in the prosperity of a country. Not only the pr

barizm to the highest stato of civilization, ma gaumedmﬂmhimmgnfﬂmirm
tume, but to the geotlemen of plessure, or lady of taste end refinement, the
perusal of this subjest eanunt lo prove s theipe of excifing intcrest,

Dresa, eonpidered merely as a covesing for the boedy, nod as o means of promoting
warmth, needs no explesation. In the early ages, it was simple a8 the manners of
the people who invented it. Leaves, feathers, and ekins, formed the clothing of oor
first parents. Aas civilization gradually spread over the world, and as the invention
and genius of mwn feund means to change s raw hide into leather, the wool of sheap
into eloth, the web of & worm into silk, finx end cotton infe linen: to extract from
herbs, flowers, woods, minerals, and inseots, dycs wod colurs thet vie with the rain-
bow n richness and variety ; mankind gave way to the icen of wanity ; they
quitted the simple of their forefathers, and gnve themselves up
to an almoat incre degres of luzury and extravagance in the adormment of their

wﬂﬂ.
Bo extensively, and so mapidly, did this ion for drees and of every lond,
spread wver thgwwld, Hm“?"aim hmwudm' ]Jlnﬁz:zn from
Hima to e, by many nations, to arrest the growing evil; an evil ercuted Ly that
desire for persomal distinetion which dwells more or less in every human
whether male or femals and which marks the wntanght savage of the Sandwich
Ieles, s well as the enlightened and well educated inhabitsnt of Britain.

It may appear incredible to thosse who kave oot dived into the m ies of dress
and fashion, o lewm that revolutioos bave been enosed ot differcut and am
different pations, from the detarmined russet 1 to the varcus laws

decrees which have been directed againat the too great love of dress and ornament;
udmﬂ%ﬁﬁhmeﬁmwhmmmwmm
ta it.

In the history of China. we find that even that meek, quiet people wers roused fo .
fory, when therr Tartar conquerors ordersd their loxorant tresses to be cut off; and
s stremaously did they oppose the arbitoary decree, that in more than one instance,
the unfortunste Chinese preferred losing their heads t0 parting with their beloved
ringlets.  We are aleo told thet the Tartars waged & long and bloody war with the
Persians, and declared them to be infidels, because they would not clip their whis-
kers sfter the fashion of the former,

Even solste aa the eightzenth mnhﬁ,av! serions émeuts tock place in Madrid,
o an being made to banish mparrl.ndmﬁ'rm: snd marvelioas s it
MY Beum, obstinnte resistance to thoee who wished to dmnge the

ion of thees cherished articles of enused the disgrace and fAight of the

prime minister,

In Enpgland meny laws and edicta have been made, at different times, to check,
not only extravagance in dress iself, aa the richness and splendor of its ma-
terials, and the oroaments that decorato i, also to eorrect and lnte the shape
of various parts of the a of both men and women, Bevernl of cor early kings
waged war againat the ridiculoss and enormoiss les of piked shoes, and by enact-
ing o law restraining their points to a certain & d, hoped to corpeet evil
But Feshion wee not to be so ruled by the will of & munavch: sngry at her wishes
being disobeyed, she immediately put it ioto the heads of her followers to invent &
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mode abaurd; the crakowes and ines disappeared, but were soon re-
plivced of = extravagant a that another law was, era lung, found
necessary to eircumseribe their

Yoeen Elizabeth, though hersell &0 davoted a follower of fashion, and so passion-
etely fond of dress, atill innde many lawa respecting the attire of her subjects, She
commaibed the lower orders to wear on the Sabbath-day & cap of & peculisr shape ;
and, perhaps to resteain the Tove of foreign fashions which had long been Th-
lent m land, ghe enscted that thin hesd-dress shoold be m otwwfrehit,
thivked, and dressed in Britain, She also made & decres Lo limit the size of the
rulls niod words wormn by ber courtiers, to the standard she copsidered fitting for

to amsing; wod, fewrful that ko srbitrary w lnw might be in some way or

other evaded by the votaries of Fashion, she gppoinied officers, whose wole doty it
mmhmkarﬂjmalaawmdenmdmgtha lmited length, and okip sl the ruf
whise size infringed upon her regsl ordinance.

Eﬂlmmmhmmlbcmaﬂmumnmﬂummuﬂjmmﬂnmm
of coort, and perticulasized the slmpes aod eolors of the gurments, and the em-
broideries ehe considered befliting so grave an sasembly,

Uoder Elizabeth's suncessor, a sarious debate took in Parliament, oonering
ﬂm¢M|muamdtmﬂngdm aail mome years & lawe were passed to
pus & stap Lo potehing and peinting

The “urks, despotin in every thing, will not allvw the Grecan ladies the poor
reviloge of wearing patticoats of the length that fashion in their coontry has de-
rjn‘edhlnpnpmmdﬁthg, they have officers whoes doty it is to ni off

much of the jupe & voutures to vabend buyond the leogth fxed by their barbarous
IABYETE.

The Torks also have laws wlnnhnmehqtﬂtmmugmtpemumﬂluw—
el i weur yellow sl hﬁud,whlaﬂre:rhang,nqhwwa‘mmm&
turbans of the St brightest-colored musling, wizh ailks of the richest dyes,
with shawls of the gayest tivts and mowt deliente texiure, their Greclan m‘qaut.u
mmﬂeﬁdhvmﬁ;duﬁm as & mark of their servitude ; ilwﬁmnﬁ
ninns, in , ballvon-shay &
the crming Jt."wu.f:uk mi=crable, when forced to bend wmm Lw
which permits only their heads o be eovered with Driinless caps, much resembling
invertad Howerpota,

These despots have, bowever, themsalves been, within the last few years, con-
struined to bend to the decrer of Bultan Mahmoud, who ordered that a red cloth fes,
o lmllkn.rjl shosld be worn by the followers of the fuithfol, instead of the lofty

nrl::;ﬁa Thin law was, however, received with the most determined

t remonstrance and oppesition, and o obnoadous to the ‘Torkish feelings

thslv.w -fishioned hewd: dress, thet the discontented party set fire to the housea

ufthnewhummvmblem the chamge; nod, thoogh the sultin's wishes passed

into a iaw, his subjecta are atill highly disgusted with their foreed adoption of noy
mﬂmnﬂr&rﬂ:mdﬁahrb&nmlmgwsm theurhul'nthers.

Bosides the mnny decrees made by the Engl
ticular eosturne wn':nrunged by mtgrlel the Heeond mdhnwml,;wihm mﬁ:}
to appear in, and one mwhr.h e:.tmr of gobd, siiver, lace, and jewels,
was not necessary ; for during land, ths immensa soma lavished
npmdrmmdmumcm were aluuut
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Gustavos of Sweden also invented, or at lenst ordered, & court habiliment, In which
mwhntinbadmhzndninedlnhinmhmhmmimmnbhged
to appear; and Bonaparte followed hia example, to the no small disgust of his offi-
cers, and to the despair and of lea belles Framgaises. Even during the Revo-
Jution, when blood, murder, mim?.m spresd over devoled France,~—~when
the prisons echoed with the groans o lhalmfaﬂnﬂaviﬂﬁmqaf‘]diww
iom —when the scaffolds were crowded with the dead and the dying,—dress was
miﬁoﬂm,mﬂm wire the debates on this important subject held in the
Wati Comvention | v

Woman is defined by an andent writer to he, an * anirmal that delights in foery;*
and it is to ba fesred the ammala of dress in avery land, the most savage as weil e
the moet civilized, will but prove the truth of the aseertion. Certain it is, that the

sontent themselves with their hlanket covaring and but few crmaments,

Amaong the numerous inventions for the im of beanty, painting the neck
snd arms with whita, the cheels with red, miﬂh and fingers
i untivn of the world,

ullﬂh:emntﬂervedhjnﬂmmm blue. Tneop-
mngmgdunge,wufham ili

continmed ing to her mequad snd, if she reanmcked the w eyes
tumadh;ulh ,dtumaﬂn L Mmgthﬁunn?tiwlﬂaﬂ; was
50 vadn. At ane oL PANONS ventured 'impﬂm WET BAr Blruiygre
mdﬂm%mththﬂhkmphﬂa,uﬂwﬁnhmhnmlﬂglp!;ﬂ]m
retreat, waa atiributed by the leciurer to ite troe casse ;—the coametic sha nsed
buing affected by pome salt or wcid employed in his experiments, bad esumed the

deleterions ;

whﬂwﬁnﬂumdmimrmlhrmmﬂhymﬁr el use.
Whila speaking on thia subject, we munst mention the savege mmrew
lent among the wild, npcivilized nations of Ameriea, Africs, and the Hea
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