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FREFACE

HF, greatest care has been taken in the selection

and arrangement of the wonds which make up

this book. Nearly every English word that is in
common use and difficult to spell is included, and the group-
ing of the words according to subjects often renders the
definition obvious. “The association of the sense and use of
a word with itz form is alwaye an assistance in the recol-
lection of its spelling.”

It iz because we write that we need to know how {o epell,
and most persons learn to spell by observing the appear-
ance of & word and by reproducing its form more readily
than by naming the letters which represent it, When words
are disguised by diacritical marks or by separation into syl-
lables, it is more difficult to learn to spell them. On this ac-
count the wornds huve not been divided into syllables.

What the pupil needs is to form the hahit of writing
the word correctly, so that the hand will reproduce it au-
tomatically; for spelling is largely mechanical, like type-
writing or pianc playing, “Needless attention to spelling
while writing is & waste of mental power.”

To the modern idea that spelling may be learned inci-
dentally much poor spelling is due. The secret of suceess is
concentrated effort on the words that are likely to be mis-
spelled, and on the letters where the mistake is likely to be
made. “When a boy sits down to & eollection of words and
puts his mind on them and abstracts it from everything
else until he has possessed himself of their spelling, he has
acquired a mental viger which no ‘incidental’ learning eould
give him,” '



iv PREFACE

To secure accuracy and thoroughness a fixed deduction
should be made for each misspelled word, so that ten mis-
takes in a lesson of twenty-five or fifty words will give a
failure for the exercise.

With the exception of an occasional spelling mateh or an
oral review, all work should be written and it should not
be accepted unless done neatly,

The work should usually be corrected by the teacher, and
there is & considerable gain if the corrections can be made
at once in the presence of the pupil. Mistakes may be thus
corrected in writing before they become fixed in the mind,
and there is no chance for a subsequent discussion as to
whether & doubtiul letter was meant for an @ or an o, an
iorane. Plainly written papers can be corrected with great
rapidity and the work of a large class can be gune over in a
few minutes.

No pupil should be allowed to see any errors but his
own. Each should keep & Hst of the words that he has mis-
npe]led and should review them frequently, for a reputation
for bad spelling is usually acquired by the habitual mis-
spelling of a comparatively small number of words.

"The proper function of the spelling book is to teach the
correct gpelling and the accurate use of words. The short
dictation exercises have been carefully prepared in order to
concentrate attention on these two points. We study an-
cient and modem languages and learn Latin or German
gynenyms, but it js singular how little effort iz made to
teach our own language as an Instrument of expression, &
suhject of great practical value and an excellent mental
discipline. 'The dictation exercises need net be assigned for
home study, but may be taken up in the class and made
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the basis of a profitable lesson on the fine distinctions and
. shades of meaning of words,

Bpecial attention should be paid to the review lists fol-
lowing page 130,

A number placed after a word shows that it has at least
80 many well-defined uses; as, for instance, charge, 2. The
charge was a dollar, The scldiers charge up the hill,

No attempt has been made to exhaust all the meanings
of the numbered words. When words having nearly the same
meaning come together, they have sometimes been joined
by a bracket {m

The pronunciation of the more difficult words has been
given, but & dictionary should be consulted for the pro-
nunciation and definition of each word about which there
is any doubt on the part of the learner. The use of the
dictionary should be insisted on, for the pupil will more
readily retain the knowledge which bhe gaine by his own
exertions.

The writer takes pleasure in acknowledging his indebt-
edness to his colleagues of the De Lancey School for many
valuable suggestions in connection with the work,



The diacritical marks are common to both Webster's
and Woreester's dictionaries, either of which should be
econsulted i case of deubt.
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value
worth
price
expense
charge 2
fare
wages
hire

fee

gﬂin -
profit
oWl
buy

“bought

purchase

sell

{should rhyme with few)

peuny
pennies
guarter
half
halves
dollar
change 2
paid
bargain
traffic
barter
exchange
cheap
costly
dear
scarce

rare

Dicrarion. The price or charge is what is asked for an
article ; the palue is what it is worth ; the cost is what is

paid for it. To barier is to exchange goods for other goods

without the use of meney.



