EVIDENCE ON THE SUBJECT OF
"CHURCH-RATES," BEFORE THE
SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS ON THE
27TH OF 6TH MONTH, 1851



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649277216

Evidence on the Subject of "church-rates,” Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons
on the 27th of 6th month, 1851 by John Hodgkin

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN HODGKIN

EVIDENCE ON THE SUBJECT OF
"CHURCH-RATES," BEFORE THE
SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS ON THE
27TH OF 6TH MONTH, 1851

ﬁTrieste






%

EVIDENCE

UM THE AOWECT OF

“CHURCH-RATES,”

+ HEFDRE

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

oF THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

By

JOHN HODGKIN,
ON THE 277TH oF 6TH MoNTH, 1851,

REPRINTFD FPROM THE FIRST REPORT OF THAT COMMITTEE.

LONDON:

EDWARD MARSH, FRIENDS' BOOK AND TRACT DEPOSITORY,
84, HOUNDSDITCH.

M, DCCC,LIT.

-

[Price Threepence.]









Feneris, 27° die Junii, 1851.

MEMBERS FPRERENT.

Mr. Trelawny Mr. Hardeastle

Sir R. H. Inglis Sir John Duckworth
8ir David Dundas Mr. J. G. Smyth
Mr. Pole Carew Mr. Livteton

Mr. Horsman Mr. Heyworth

Sir Charles Denglas
JOHN SALUSBURY TRELAWNY, Esa., 1x e Cramn.

John Hodgkin called in, and Examined.

2920. Chairman.} 1 BELIEVE you were called 1o the Bar in
1825 }—1I was.

2921. Have you retired from practice /' —Yes. I quitled actual
practice in 1843, ;

2022, Have you had occasion at various times 1o make yourself
acquainted with the existing law of church-rates ?—Yes. The de-
partment of the profession with which I was most conversant was
real property law; yet I have, ever since 1 commenced praclice,
had occasionally 1o give advice on questions of this kind and
others connecied with religious liberty.

2923, You have had more occasion to do so, probably, on ac-
count of your connexion with the community of Friends !—That
is probably the case.

2024. Will you be kind enough to state to the Committee your
view of the origin and history of church-rates i—In endeavouring
to give my views on the subject, 1 do not at all propose to enter
into many of the questions which have been so much discussed,
in what for brevity [ may describe as the Brainiree case, as to the
parochial liability and the power of a minority to bind the parish,
but would as a lawyer freely admit the undoubted evidence which
there is of the common law liability of the parishioners at large to
the repair of the nave of the edifice for public worship, that of the
chancel being thrown upon the rector or owner of the tithes.

2925, That distinction is clearly marked by the law of the land?
— 1 think it is clearly so. 1In pretty carefully examining into the
authorities, both of the general canon law and of the early English
law, I confess that I have come to the conclusion (though I know
that it has been a little disputed) stated by Chief Justice Holt in
Carthew's Reports, p. 360, that in that point our law does very de-
cidedly differ from that of most other Christian countries.












