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PREFACE.

SERMOF literature attains its proper place and limit
when i1t becomes a faithful expositor of God's ward: or
when it ia suggestive in its character, leading the mind
to a thoughtful etudy of the saered page. Something of
this has been attompted in the Bermons now presented
to the reader’s aftention. The wim of the author has
becn to set forth the subjects they rafer to in an experi-
mental manner, though, ovcazionsily, some remurks ars
made in which the subtle snd instdione errors of modern
Arianism snd semi=Arianism are conlronted and confuied.
He ventures to hope that, wnder the ancinting of the
Bpirit, the book may be read with profil, sawour, and
comfort, more especially by that portian of the Charch of
God whose path is that of tribulation. To them this
little volume is dedicated; and is also designed by the
Author as a supplement to his former work, © The Truth
#s it 1z in Jesus,”

Lowpow, 49, STEPFEY (GuIEw,
Sene, 186D
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THE DIVINE OBJECT

TR WHIOH THE

TONGUYE OF THE LEARNED

Wis

GIVER TO0 THE B8ON OF GOD.

A SERMON,

FREACEED AT TER roiretH ARMITREMERY OF THE LUTHOE'S
MIMIETRY AT HEPHATRIA JHATEL, MILE EXD,

On Lord's Day Morning, April 14th, 1867.

4 The Lord God bath given me the tongns of tha lenrned, that
1 ghonld know how to apeak & Word fo seamon e him that is weary
ke waketeth morning by coorning, be wdkaneth mibe ear to hear

an the learned."--Ig4. 1. 4.

I s sccustormed on these periodiral oceasions to bricg
bedore your attention more definitely topice intimately con-
nacted with the doctrine of the Iivine and eternal Sonehi
of our Liord Jeaus Christ—a doctrine moat degrly charigheﬁ
by me, and-one which T hold as prmary ssd fandamental in
all that relaties to the covenant of grace, the preaching of
the gospel, and the experimentsl enjoyment of the truth
as it is in Jesus, I have stood before you as your minis-
ter now full four years, and I thiok I can ap to you
that I have ever aimed to preach Jems Christ and him
omeified. His Peragn ue the etermal Son of God, and his
Mediatorial work, have always been my main themes;
and, a0 far a8 I have been imentally taught, thess
themes have Teen comme to your hearts and oon-
stiences in that way and manner, so fur a4 simplicity and
sincerity are concerned, which I could desire for myself
had I hean E;rmittﬂd to ocompy the position you hold as
hearers of the gospel.

The text to wﬁieuh my mind is directed has special
reference to the mediatorial characker and work of the
Lord Jewgs Christ, Hie qualification in havipg the

tongue of the learned divinely given to him relates to his
Mo 26. B




2 DIVINE ORJECT FOR WHICH THE TONGUE OF

muenfiood only; for being God, he needed not to be in-
stracted, for im knew what was in man, and he is essen-
tially in himeelf the fountain of all koowledge, wisdom,
and understanding. It must ever be evnsidered, * great
i# the mystery of gudliness; God was manifest in the
fiesh.” The complex Person of Jesus the Bon of God
is a subject too profownd for mortale to explain. Ocea-
sionally, we have glimpees of the bumanity, but itis a
perfect humanity, seen ouly in him; at other times, we
eee the mighty God. Here, in our bext, we have a most
beautiful description of hie medintorial eapacity, and why
he was fitted for the preulisr work to which he was called
of God the Father. It is the testimony of Jesus, and
the teatimony of Jesus in the epirit of propbedy; and let
it be remarked, this prophecy is not of what ghall be
hereafter, but of that which already is done; it ia the
1a of Jesus Chriet, © whao ig, and wast, and art te
LOTIE, l‘-EE Alpha and the Omega . * the same vesterday,
to-day, and for ever.”

The subject before va is grest and comprehewsive, and
in order that vor minds woy the casier apprehend the
troth as it is in Jewss, T shall endeavour to observe the
following method, by eonsidering, in the

Fresr place, the Person of Josus Christ the Son gf Clod
in hix mediatorinl capacity.

BrooNDLY, make gome jnquiry as to wiad is fo bo un-
derstopd by ouwr Levd hoaving the dongue of the learned
'GIVEN fo himt.

TRIEDLY, notice the sakoed dn which owr Lovd wos th-
structed amd Decame Jegrned

And, FOUBLALY, the groal object designed tn the Father
giving Jesus the fangue af the learned.

1 confess, 1 fecl unequal to undertake what les hefore
me; bot I earneatly pray that the Spirit of truth may
take of the things of Christ, ocnd reveal them unto us.
May he shine into our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of Qod in the face of Jesus
Christ; for the Spint searcheth all thinge, yea, the deep
things of God, May the Lowrd be pleased thus to give
us his help snd blessing, and theo to his name shall be
all the prasee.

I. We are to consider Ty PERgox oF Jravs Cnnisr
THE Box or GoD IX HI8 MEDIATORIAL CAPACITY,

The apostle Paul speaks of Christ as the unspeakable
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gift of God the Father to the Church, The love of God in
the redemption of the Church by Christ Jesus is most glo-
riously displayed in the great fact that when sin entered
the world, and death by sin, “ God sent his only begotten
Bon into the world, that wa might live through him.'
(1 John iv. 9, 10.) Fe spared not his only Som, but
freely gave him up for ue all. The work of salvation was
ordained in the hands of & medistor—one who could be
equally interested in both parties, the offended and the
offender; one with whose work divine juetice ehould be
fully satisfied, both by meeting the claims of God's most
holy law, and alvo suffering the penalty of ita having been
violated and dishonoursd. Al this has been revealed to
us in the gospel ag having heen accomplished bg{th& eter-
nal Bon of under‘caﬁsing to beccmne our Mediator;
firet, by becoming our Burety in covenant engagement
with his Fathaer, accondly, by becoming imcarnate, and
thus in our nature, by #he saerifies of himself, thereby
effecting a reconeiliation. This mediatorial work eould
only be undertaken by the Son of God himeelf No
arcnangel, or any other cresture, coold make an atone-
ment for the sin of man. I all the bewvenly host had
combined to offer thomselves for human redemption, it
womld have beem oomtemped; and if all meskind had
izhed in their sin, thatiz, died eternally for it, 1% would
ve baen no eacrifice, no atonement, no reconciliation .
for punishment, though it may sstisfy law and joetice,
eannot, shstractedly eonsidered, reconcile tha offended with
the oifender ; but a amerjfes made on behalf of the offende-
by one interawbed in the honeur of the offended, and on
equal terms with him, would nob only prove aceeptable,
but effect aleo a recencilistion with the offended and the
offender.  Now this is what the Seriptures set forth as
having been done by the medinforial work of the Lord
Jesns Christ on Dbehalf of the whols Church of God
“ The soul that sinneth it ehall die.” * In the day thon
eatest thereof, in dying, thou shult die;" thie was God's
all wine and just deeree. The nature that sinned moust
%ﬂy the penalty of sin; for the creature is subject to the
reator, and being under the law, ia nnder the curse of
that law. We read in prophecy: “ And Jehovah saw
that there waa no man, and wondered that there was no
intercessor: therefore his own arm bronght salvation unte
him ; and his righteousness, it austained him."” (Isa. lix.
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16.) And agein we rend: “Whom shall 1 send, and
who will go for us P Then it iz we hear the voice of
the Bon of God, “Then said T, here am I; send me."”
“ Lo, I come; in the volume of the book it is writben of
me, I delight to do thy will, © my God ; yes, thy law is
within my hesrt.” g[su.. vi 8; Pa. xL 7, 8) Now, no
other Person but ** the only begotten Sonin the bosom of
the Father,"” could receive the Father's commission, and
underteke and finish the work'given him to do. None
but the Son of God could take human nature into union
with his own Person, apd in that nature seccomplish both
hia Father's will and our redempiion ; none but the Son
of God could offer himself an acecptable sacrifice to his
Father, Hence, he became the Chrst of God, being
divinely commissioned, and is, thersfore, #he divinely
ancinted one. Hear the Fathor saying, * Behold my ser-
vant, whorn I wuphold; yoine elect, in whom my soul
delighteth; I have put my Bpirit upon bim,” &e. (Isa
xlit. 1.) Hear the Son alee eaying : “ The Spirit of the
Lord Glod s ovpon me; because the Lord hath ancinged
me to preach goud tidings to the meek; he hath sent me
to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, und the opening of the prizon to them that are
bound,"” & (lea, xli, 1-3.)

These guotations from the prophet Tsmiah show the
officinl appellatives of Jesus the Mediator, everr cne of
which were needad by the Fallen apd sinful condition into
which the Clurch of 3od had been brought by the dis-
obedience of the first man. Thess offices ere all united
in tha Peragn of the Son of God.  As the Mediator of the
new covenant, he has the authority to 011, administer, and
exzecute the funotions of hie office between God - and man,
becanse heis ths Bon of God ; and, becanee he is the Son of
God, the only Son, hia own proper Son, such a Son as he has
never encther, he therefore 18 e mediator of the new cove-
nant, the only Mediator, the Lord's Christ, the Christ of
Cod, the only Saviour. Thus wa see, that as he is called
officially, not @ Christ, not & mediator, bub dhe Christ, the
Mediator, so we also perceive that, relatively to the Father,
he is callad fhs Bon ; setting forth to us t{u peculiar and
unequalled designations that belong only to Jesus of
Narareth, born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem. It is
trug his designation # the Son of God ™' was affirmed at
his incarnation; not becnuse his incarnation made him



