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PREFACE

TO THE THIRTY-FIFTH EDITION.

Tae original edition of this work consisted of three Parts,
in 18mo, and was confined almost exclusively to words of one
and two syllablea. The first three Parts of the present
edition are very similar to those in the previous omcs;
the original Preface ia therefore retained, nearly verbatim.

‘When, sbout ninc years ago, the Author enlarged this
book, he inserted the Spelling lessons of three and four syl
Inbles, which were similar to those which were then at the
beginning of TEE ETTMoLOGICAL SPELLING-BOOE AND
' ExvosiToR, but which have lately been removed from it.
He aleo inserted a variety of tables, showing how English
words are derived from each other ; together with Opposites,
Correlatives, Trines, &o., which, it appeared to him, would
help to induce a habit of thinking, These, however, ex-
perience has shown, were of too clevated a character to be
fairly sppreciated by the children uveing the GRADATIONS:
thercfore, when he recently revised nnd enlarged his
SPELLING-BOOK, he substituted this very interesting and
important matter in place of the ensy Spaﬂ:‘:ng which had
for years been in both books.

Having then transferred what was relatively diffienlt
from the GrapaTIONS to the BrELLING-BOOK, it became
necessary to consider what would most usefully occupy
the vacancy caused Ly tho transfer: and it nppeared to
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him that he could not do better than give some sets of
words on familiar pubjects with easy mennings — many of
them being such as the children wounld know without the
nsgistance of the book. This, he thought, would both
please them and habituste them to understand and define
the words they employ, and would aleo afford them en-
eouragement when, in pursuing their studies, they should:
meeé with what might otherwise have peemed an insuper-
able, or, at least, a considersble difficulty.

. After pupils have thoroughly used the GrApATIONS,
they will ba well qualified to commence the Author's
Errmorocican SreLLiNg-BooE aNp Exrosiror. To
this work, then, he is anxious to call the attention of those
who are as yet unacquainted with its peculior features,
which, he js happy to ssy, have been highly apprecinted
by numerous Teachers, both in this country and in the
United Stetes; as is most unequivoeslly evinced by a
large and increasing annual sale, as well a8 by many
laudatory revicws and recommendations.

- The Grapval Primer, which now consists of the first
and second Parts of the original GrADATIONS, with im-
provements, will be found well calculated to be the very
first book that is put into a child’s handa.

The Author cannot omit the present opportunity of re-
peating his grateful sense of the very favorable reception
hnbmkshnveupmmoed. It will stimulate him to con-
tinue to devote his talents in that humble, yet honorable
direction where they appear to him to be most useful.

48, Cleudmley Terrace, Islington, Londen,
18th July, 1845,



PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION,

Moat persons, whether parents or teachers, upom whom has
dovolved the important duty of communicating the ejements of
mngamymmgchildrm,mtuﬁmham felt the wagt of a
in which both the ideas and the words are adapted to the
opeuing itigs of their papils.
Tnmpgthsﬂmﬂnmmmmthanhjm of the present little
work ; in which the greatest pains have becn taken to keep the
subjects within the apprehensions &f children, and, &t the same
time, to plesss and instruoct them, | i
But its pecoliar featore, snd that upon which itz claim for
public spprobation and sdoption chiefly rests, consists in its
minmdiﬁskmmﬂmmof]ﬁuyﬂnhlm;adﬂ:ﬁvwg
pupils are enabled to sdvance, by the most gradual a3y
steps, from the alphabet to the longest words of two ayllables. .
- A common method is, either to take all the Monosyllables in
ong alphabeticsl table, or to separate them into those of 2, 3, 4, §,
¢, leiters each; and to finish the learning of them before
commencing Dissyllables;, so thet siraight, through, wrought,
JSlounce, &o. ure to be learned hefore la-dy, up-on, li-on, or-en,
&c. Dissyllables, also, are usually divided M‘L into those
sccented on the first, and those on the second syliable, and the
glphabetical arrangement is adhered to; so thatdn them we meet
with ab=stract before ba-by, cham-paign before di-ef, instinet
befors én-to, before li-on, trans-gress before un-do, &e.
Instesd of a defective arrangement, I have, with con-
giderable lshor, digested the Diesyllables into upwards of
twenty distinct classes. This has enabled me to d them
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with the Monosyllables; by which means they mutually assist
each other in an eminent

Convinped that they canmot be rendered too easy, T have
bestowed peculiar care on the tables of Monosyllables, elnssify-
ing them according to their sounds, end not introducing the
long ones till the pupil has become familiar with easy Die-
gyllables. This simple coutrivance surmounts, and almost
annihilates, what has often bean felt as & monstrous difficulty.

My aim in this work bas been—not to teach young children
the derivation and composition of words, which are above their
capacity, but—io smooth the path to reading, by facilitati
the sequirement of s true pronunciation. ith this view,
heve disregarded the etymological division of the words, and
have adhered to the rule, “to take az many leiters for g ayllable
as shall give thet syllable the nearest poesible sonnd to itz true
sound, when pronounced together with the other syllables of the
word to which it belongs.”

To the whole of the Spelling I have adapted a large ecllec-
tion of original Reading Lessons, similarly end equolly pro-
gressive and essy. They are of necessity original; becsuse,
even if I hn&bmmﬁ&gmﬂ, I could not heve copied them :
for, ‘hhmm are notoriously difficult, and books
bave been almost exclosively of thewn, I believe I
have the good fortane o be the first to introduee young chil-
dren eerly to Dissyllables.

In what I have done, I have endeavoured to serve the rising
generation af their enirance upon the vast fleld of literature
and sciencs. How far I bave aceomplished my object, musg
be left to the decislon of parents and teschers; o whom, with
respectful confidence, I submit the result of my labors.

H. Burrer.
Feb, 27, 1828,
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is ‘it at an
no SsSo 4as on

be he me we
by my if  of

is it Iam
it is am [
is he do it
he is do so
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it 1s so am K on
soitis so I am

is hein goup it.

he is up do go in

in am
‘or  ox
us up
to do
to go
go in
go on

go up

" we do it

so do we
if we go
of an ox

ifitisanox I am to do it
he is to goin do it as we do
if itis to be  is he to do so
is it to be so  he is to goup



