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PREFACE,

—_

Wanst the notce of 50 many aweet lyres are
heard throoghont the domain of Poeay, enlivening
the happy homes of our beloved conatry, it may be
acked why the Anthorese of these wnpretending
poime ghould think of twinging beraelf before the
public? She will fry to anewer thie aoticipated
enguiry.

Four of theso poemy, waely, “The Bpirit of the
Wind,” “The Gootle Brogees,” “Hegven,” sod
“The Kvorlasting Arms" woere some time ago
privted opon cards, and will be known to many of
the roadura of this volume. The epcouragemont
given &0 thewe, eapodially to “The Spirit of the
Wind,” and “The Gentle Breezes,” far exceaded
the writer's expectations; words of kindness snd
enconraging advice were spoken by many, amd
promizes to aid her by their support and influence,
should she at a fatore time think of poblishing a
collection of her poems. That time has arrived,
and thos¢ promises, so far ag opportunity has yei
been given, have in almoat every iostance been
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fulfilled. And now the writer wounld retmmn her
gingare and grateful thenks to her nowmergus sub-
seribers; to the mobla, the honowrsd, and the gifted,
who have favcored her with their patromage: and
last—though certainly moi leqet-—to all those who
have takem so friendly an intevest in farwarding
her in the polfication of her wori.

She dare oot expect that the volnma will meet
the expectation of afl; atill she would hope that
each may find something in ita contents of which
thay cenp apprave. Somoo of its pages may perhaps
awaken slumbering momories, or tonch chorde of
gympatheiic focling in the heart of the reader: and,
if not too much to wish fur, she wouold bope that
some Who may not Yot hava sean anything lovely
mm the patha wiich are declered fo be “f pleasantness
and peace "—may, while their feelingm mova with
the measnre of some of the verses—{ind their
bearts entering into the spirit of the words, and
seek to hava their fature tinged with the brightness
of that promised glory which will be the ceriain
inheritance of all who love the Lord.

Btaiferd,
Auguat 3rd, LESL.
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