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"VERILY, VERILY .

THE AMENS OF CHRIRT.

"Werily I say unto wou, Till heaven and earth pasg,
one job or one tittle shall in no wize pasy from
the law, il all be folfilled. *—Darr. v. 15,

LY to whom these words were firsl addressed by our
Lord understood by *the law" the body of command-
mentz and ordinances given to the Jews. DBut the eopious
illustrationz of hiz meaning given by Christ in the exposi-
trom that foflows enable us io nlfl_'Eb]‘ﬁ(*.hﬂm] it very i:]l;-_‘:_l,ﬂ}"_
ITe takes up one after another of the precepls in the obsere-
ance of which the Jews wers secking to establish for
themselves a rightecusness and ground of acceptance with
Grod, and dizeloses in them o fulnees of meaning that had
not been dreamt of  1d was not inlended that they who
had refmined from aectual muorder snd adultery should
flatter themselves that they had religiously kept the
commandments probibiting these sins,  Open transgression
A
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ie bot the fruit: there is before this the tree, and before
the tree there are the voots, and first of all the seed. Sin
lias & considerable life before it flashes itself forth in acts.
“Is thy servant a dog that he shonld do this thing 7" says
the mouth sincerely at the very time the heart is hiding
the seed of the future misdeed. Tn multitudes of instances
the full efflorescence does not take place ; conventionalities,
rules of society, fear of consequences, hinder the develop-
ment ; but the sinful tendency may b in the heart all the
i,

Proeeeding with bis flostrations, Jesus zhows that (he
law 4 tending to fulfilment when an inferdor or temporary
cxpression of the Divine will is replaced by a higher
expression of it The injunction to give o writing of
divorcement was subordinate to the higher law that
forlade the pulting away of the wife; and by parity of
reazon all thal was lemporary and special in the command-
i ts givﬂn i the T=eaclites had to be ETLP-BI‘&Ed.&ﬂ !.l_‘,‘ that
higher expression of the will of God which Christ came lo
give. The Jews who Hlattered themselves that they wers
vightsous beeause they had not forsworn themselves, wers
to learn thet the use of oathe was Hself offensive to Gud.
A Divine interpreter of the law i3 coms among them, and
he shows them that they have constantly misapprebended
ita scope. The Sermon on the Mount is an inspised
commentary on the law, revealing its length and breadih,
and showing that nothing less than sbeolute perfection s
required of those who would be called {he children of God.
“he yve therefore perfect, even as your Father who is in
heaven 1s perfect.”
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At s later period we find ouwr Lord varying the words of
our text thus: “Heaven and earth may yass away ; my
words shall not pass away.” The law passes over into fhe
words of Christ; these are the fna! and complets expression
of the Father's will, the new wversion of the Divine code.
The law thus embodied is an essential part of the Gospel
It iz only as we know the will of God that we know (GGod ;
his chavacter exprosses itself in his requirements ; and if
any man lurne his back om the law, or gives it the cold
shontlder, be iz so far lomed away from God. A thing
thiz to be eopzidersd by many who ssem to have little
solicitude for the deing of (od's will, many to whom the
commandments are grievous, and whese Bible is HEmited to
the promizes.  “T never knew yon” is what the Judge
will say to them; Dad they known him ha would have
acknowledged them,

Exzeeeding great and precious promises are scattered
over the (zospel, but the largor part of 16 12 preceptual ;
and Tie who woold preeach the (Gospel must sce to it that
the Tond's roquirements are fully set forth. T is 2aid that
the polut of primary importance is tat men should come
to U].Lrih't-, and through hint be reconciled to the Father, and
receive foroiveness of their sing ; after that they will seck
the: knowledpe of (God’s will E‘Eﬂ but in crcer that they
may eome to Christ, they must be made sensible of their
nead of him, they must kmow itheiv sinfuloess, and thia
they will never know till they understand hettor than they
do the commandmints of God. The Bpivit of God
eonvineeth the sinmer frst of his sin and then of the
righteousness of Christ ; and eonvinees him by showing
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him God’s holy and perfect law embodied in Christ and set
at mought by the sipmer. Cloist’s recorded words were
addressed for the most part o those who had nol yet come
to him in faith, snd consist of very much thab is not
invitation. They who find thelr complacency in the
thought, of fulfilled duty need to have much more of duty
piled upon their comaciences, till their complacency is
crushedl to powder and they ery out in anguish, * Wreiched
men that we are, who shall deliver us?*  The reason why
Christ’s salvation has so little effect wpon many who
appear to have embraced i is becauze they do nol know
from what il delivers them, They have never known {heir
abeolute vnin; have not been shown the lepgih and
breadth of the Divine law ; they have perhaps learned that
{thrist is 1he best of all leaders, the One most worthy (o be
followed ; but a far more powerful consideration than this
is mecessavy for snch heartz as ours.  And the fashion of
the day which makes it inexpedient to say much of man’s
ruin and danger, and e wrath of God, tends o make il
imnpossible that converts should know the grace of God in
itd magnitude and power, and effectually preclodes the
aliainment of & Wigh degree of conzecration,

“Heaven and earih may pass away, bul nol one jot or
tiltle of the law of God onfolded in my word ghall pass
Hwa.:,-'." May we nol infer that the Ej:ﬁrli ol God, before
the cloze of this dispensation, ahall hove exhilited in the
heart and Life of the believer the complets trinmph of God's
ward, complete conformity to the word of God, the image
of Christ, the perfection of =omship? Ts mot this that
manifestation of the sons of God for which the whole
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creation groaneth and travaileth in psin together wntil
now? " Ha that overcometh ghall igherit all things; and
T will be hiz God and he shall be my son.”

*Verily, verily [ say mnto you, Heérsaftor ye shall see
heaven copen, and the angels of God asconding
end descending upon tha Bon of man’—Joms 1. 62

Taesz words of our Lord were addressed to Nathanael.
We have a very interesting account of the interview which
proved to be of such everlasting importance Lo Nathanacl.
It is full of soggestions.  Philip findeth Nathapasl. Can
wie I‘ﬂztllj.l' Enew Christ and nod desire that our frends shegld
know him i What 12 our friendship worth if we carry not
a glad veporl of the majesly and grace and truth that are
in Christ? Thilip’s message wus met by prejudice and
unbelief. Your Jesus is of Nazareth: this iz enough to
show that he is not the Measiah ; of all places in the world
thiz is surely the last where we shonld look for a Thivine
deliverer. llow many, even in our own dey, are hindered
from hearkening to the Gospel message Dy some similady
plangible buf groundless prejudice.  How many in this
country (Indiz) are unwilling to look to Christ for salvation,
because his Gospel comes fo them from a foreign land.
Dut happy is that man in whom eandour is stronger than
prejadics ; who keeps open all the doors of his mind ; who
will not so far favour even his most cherished opinions as
to protect them from the test of new light. As the spirit
of Nathanael was opposed to all guile, so it was open to all
inquiry. He came and saw. “Behold an Israelite indeed,



