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PREFACE

It is not my intention in my prisen diary to discuss
the constitutional or legal question of arbitrary arrests
and imprizonment of non-combatants, but to present
to ny readers a picture o1 the daily rontine of prison
life as L =aw i, torether with incidents related to me
by fellow-prizoners,

Conditionz in the Oid Capital differed in many re-
spects from the prison caops=. Prisoners in the Old
Capitol were moslly civilians, except where spldiers
{either prisoncers of war or men charred with
offenzes), were broaght 1 and kept uniil they could
e sent to places desipmated ; or prisoners from other
prisons held over until they could be shipped South
for exchange.

In the itinerary of our journey from Parcle Camp
to Upperville T have given litile details which to some
may scem trivial and mnworthy of note, hut I give
them to show existing conditions in sections ol the
Coniederacy through which we passed,

I do not feel that T am straving from the subject
of this narrative of prison experience in appending
some facts concerning the ireatment ol prizoners of
war, It is only by laving hetore the people a frank
and faithful statement that we can overcome prejodice
and hostile feeling, and bring about that hearty reunion
which iz earnestly desired by all who have the peace
anid prosperity of the country at heart.

| have before me a report of a sermon from the
New York Press, May, 1900, in which a minister of
the Gospel (7} residing within the limits of Greater
New York speaks of “the infamouns Cofptain Wirs"—"a
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v PREFACE

murderer,” It is charitable to attribute such lanmuage
from the lips of a minister to ignorance rather than
malice. Yet, while persons are found who entertain
and publicly express such sentiments, 1 cannat be open
to the charge of desiring to awaken and perpetuate
bitter memories i1f 1 seck to plice on record the true
history of Major Wirz, to refute the falsehoods and
misrepresentations which have crept into history and
are still believed by some.

When the grave quesitions which for years agitated
pur country had reached the grisis, and there remained
but the witima ratio regun, they were sulmitted to the
arbitrament of the batilefield. We of the South ac-
cepted the result of that contest and lald down our
arms in good faith, Dut when we are asked, like a
whipped child, to say we were wrong and are sorry for
what we did, and promise to sin no more, it is asking
too much. We fought for what we considered our
rights, and lost, Yet our men, who fought and lost,
and those who died in the struggle, were just as brave
and as honest as the men who wore the blue. They
fought for the Union, @e fought for cur homes, ior
our wives and our dear ones. For those of our dead
who were consigned to death and ignominy we do not
ask pity, but only for that justice which was denied
them in life—that the biot vpon their reputations be
cffaced and their names stand out clear and stainless.

The little episode in relation to the Fairfax Court
House raid will need no apology for its introduction,
as | have already had occasion to refer to that affair
in my diary.

The illustrations here given are from drawings
made by my son, B. F. Williamson.

Tames J. WILLIAMSON,
West Orange N. [, April, 1911,
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