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PREFACE

Tid GRIGINAL EDITION.

ln Ootober, 1HEG, the writer submitted to the pablic o volume
of ¢ Tllwatrated Wotes ' on the early history of British Christianity,
the preface to whicth comtalned a conditiomal promise of & sup-
plementary series,  The eirculation of nearly forty thonsand copies of
that volome wis taken ng o prood that it plan aml price met 2 felt
want, and the present volume is the fnifilment of the pledpe.

It is bardly needivl 1o repeat that these * Wotes' do not clalm to
e an exhamsiive frentmont of the subject. The wain plan of both
volumes has been to give prominence to the conedrrent histors of
the Church and Realm; to show that through all ages they have
hean indizsclubly wedded; snd to present the Church’s ancient,
medimral, and medern bistory as parts of one continoous wholae,
with the Epizcopnté for its buds,  Upon this cuntinuons thread of
general higtory & number of disconnected eeclesisstical events have
been strung, bearing mainly upon guestions recently raised by
friends and foes alike.  The history of the Anglican Chureh beypond
the seas is outside the plon of this book, and I8 therefare ouly
Incidentally freated.

As the price implies, these ‘Notes® are chielly intended
far Church-folk of slender mesns; and students must not
regard them as other than stepping stones to works of higher merit.
Apart from this guestion of cheapness it may wall he donbhbed
whether there i& any necessity for Lreating the history of the Chureh
of England anew ; especially as there is nothing stated herein which
has not been better said over and over again.  Indeed it would secm
that most persons who deal with this enbject find it impossible to
say anything fresh, or to put their thoughts in novel phirasss.
Oertainly the present writer pretends not to any originality, eitber
in thought or diction, and it is probable that familiar sentences may
be found here and there; but there is no intentional plagiarism



A PREFACE.

The usual ancient anthoritios, which are everybody's property, have
been freely used ; Lut wherever modern summesries bave been quoted,
the sorce is doly scknowledged, snd when known the price and
publisher's name are added, so that those who wish to stody the
matter further may judge whether thoy can afford the lauxury.
Althourh no new light has been thrown upon & well-worn subject by
these pages, they may kelp to diffnse the old light. Xothing has
been stated whicli bas not been generally aceeptad as true, of which
is mot wseful to know; but the grouping of certain facts, &g in the
chapter on the dissolution of momasieries, varies at times fram the
customary methods ; yet never without good TeAsOD

Those are times when many people adopt partison ideas,
and range themselves on ome side or another respecting every
great question that arvises, and look for litemature to suit their views,
Even strictly impartinl folk, if there are such, prefer to read what
gither gide may have to say before they drvw their own conelusions ;
and they wounld probably considar a writer who tried to set bath <ides
biefore them with a pecfeet belance ns an ingincere persom, or one
who bad mot come to a determined wind,  dwdi alferam partew is
the modern motka, which implies thet every assertion must be held
unproven until the accused party bas had the #oer, This book is
nok intonded to satiafy such people; buot rather to show how the
fneta of histoty confate the arpuments of modern antagonists of the
English Church, It does not seek to attack anyome, bubk merely
attempts to restate pertain truths which bave been otseured by time
or nesabled and misropresented by interested ndversaries. Possibly
no two minds would make the same selections or draw the same
conclusions from the vast range of history covered hevein, and what-
gver may be snid on controverted points there are sure to be some
who would profer s differend view., That these will quastion the
wigdom of the writer's selection of events and persons ie fully
expected ; and lest any readers should feel aggrieved because the
errars of the Church of HMome are not expressly denvunced, or thist
insnfMeient credit has been glven to the cooscientiouns convietions
of Nonconformisks, it may be well to state at the outset that these
pages do nmot profess to diseuss opiniona or theorles on matters of
fafth; but stmply o state, and oconsionally comment upom, such
pacartained facts of ecolesinsfical history sz may help the geoeral
public to a betier undsmstamling of what is meant by the National



PREFACE, vii

Churehi. Any bock which shows how ahe wos defended in times past
will help to teach her sons amd daughters how to defend her now,
Farty names which have come to be used as terms of opprobrium,
pre a8 far as possible avoided in the following pages ; and althoueh
the writer does not pretend to Yook at matters from other than a
Churchimsn's standpoint ke beligves that he has not dealt nufairly
or fneonsiderately by those who are oppossd to the Churehof England,
These mre grouped in his mind under two hends, Homanists and
Liberationistg, the latter being ohiefiy Nonconformiste, When refer-
enee i3 made to their religious systems, it i3 with a view of shewing
the external position oeoapied by the Chuorch towamls them in the
past, and there is no intention of implying unkind reflections upon
modern adherents of Papal or Puritan beliefs,

Extreme partisans within the Church will find nothing here o
their mind, As there i5 no lack of common ground on which omr
differences may be adjested there Is noe nead to rash upon the keener
podnta of controverdy. If the enamied of the Chureh of England arc
to be suconsefully registed, all her members must cense from interon)
disgords ; they must stand steadily and harmoniously together for
her defence

" Thak her fair form may stand ool ehine,
Make bright var days and light onr dreams,
Turning te #oofn with Hps Divloe
The falaehood of exteemes,’

In preparing the following pages the writer bnzhad the very great
advantage of advice from Professor Burrows of Oxford ; whe
maost kindly gave up much valuable time in reading and commenting
upon the proof shests. He has oceasionally difered with the writer
as to the munner in which several points are treated, but has nos
interfered with the constroction or arrangement of the work, The
responsibility for any imperfections that may be found rests cololy
with the writer, kot he gratefully acknowledges that they nre fewe:
than wonld have been the ecmse without gutside help,  As both
volumes have been compiled in time that was justly at the dieposal
of the Choreh Defonce Institution, the writer's simeere thanks are
fdee to that Society for allowing him to be free from lecturing
engagements during their progress through the press.

FSeptember, 1382,



PREFACE.

PREFACE TO FORTIETH THOUSAND,

Most gratelully does the author scknowledge the very kind and
sreful annotations that have been mude npon previous editions of
this volume by many csteamed correspondents. Tt is gratifying to
know that the book has found Its way to the remotest regions wheee
the Angiicnn Choreh bas ite outposts, and, lile its predecessor.
apprecimten,  Mis thanks are also dne to numerons reviewers.
capetinlly those with party sympathies, for their critlelma on those
portions of the bouk which bave not coincided with certain opinlons
eurrent among the schools of thought they represent. The state-
ments frayorsad have now been carafully revised, and in their present
form munst, for good or i, boe taken as the deliberate convictions «f
the writer; after doe eonsideration of the objectione put forwand by
every eritin,  The issues dealt with in thia volums are much tow
wide anid varigd for the writer o avoid all hostile obscrvations ; Lt
the majority of reviews have been so favourable—the moderate and
impartial organg umanimously eo, while the extrome soctions woere
uxewedingly condrulictory—that there bave betn very fow changes
rmade beyond the correetion of typosmphical errors and the altera-
tion of statistieal tuldes from the latest official data,

Apiphuaay, 1541,




