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6 Lire or STerHEN A. DoucLas.

to be a revolution which wrought dee in
the character of the people. It was tge beginning
of a new era in our national life. We are in con-
stant danger of missing the real worth of men in
those onte-bellum vyears because their modes of
thought and feeling were not those of this gene-
ration.

The Civil War, with its storm of passion, ban-
ished from our minds the great men and gigantic
struggles of the preceding decade. We turmed
with scornful impatience from the pitiful and abor-
tive compromises of those times, the puerle
attempts to cure by futile plasters the cancer that
was eating the vitals of the nation. We hastily
concluded that men who belonged to the party of
Jefferson Davis and Tudah P. Benjamin during
those critical years were of doubtful loyalty and
questionable patriotism, that men who battled with
Lincoln, Seward and Chase could hardly be true-
hearted lovers of their country. Douglas died too
soon to make clear to a passion-stirred world that
he was as warmly attached to the Union, as intense-
ly loyal, as devotedly patriotic, as Lincoln himself.

The grave questions arising from the War, which
disturbed our politics for twenty years, the great
economic questions which have agitated us for the
past fifteen years, bear shight relation to those dark
problems with which Douglas and his contempo-
raries grappled. He was on the wrong side of
many struggles prefiminary to the War. He was
not a profound student of political economy, hence
is not an authority for any party in the perplex-
ing questions of recent times. The result is that the
greatest political leader of the most momentous
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_decade of our history is less known to us than any
sécond-rate hero of the Revolution.

It is not of much importance now to any one
whether Douglas is or hated, admired or de-
spised. It is of some importance that he be under-
stood.

I have derived this narrative mainly from orig-
inal sources. The biography written during his life-
time by his friend Sheahan, and that published two
years after his death by his admirer, Flint, are
chiefly drawn on for the brief account of his early
life. The history of his career in Congress has
been gathered from the Congressional Record; the
account of Conventions from contemporary reports,
and the Debates with Lincoln from the authorized
publication.

I have not consciously taken any liberty with any
text quoted, except to omit superfluons words,
which omissions are indicated by asterisks. I have
not attempted to pronounce judgment on Douglas
or his contemporaries, but to submit the evidence.
Not those who write, but those who read, pass final

judgment on the heroes of biography,



