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“ Bt Jesum can make them well, Papa. Why don't you ask
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THE SUNBEAM.

** Eruifer the Hitls children to oome oobe Me, and forbid them not
for of wach je the kdogpdom of God."
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4. B BAILET, U(LLEN STREST, CAVENDIEH SRUARE.
15T,




Tontents,

—ife—

CULAR, PaGE
I. A BTRAFGE QUESTION . ’ - 7
I. THE LITTLE OE[FPLE - - - 21
Ul A BIRTHDAY FREMENT - - - 35
I¥. GATHERING CLOEDE - . - &1
V. ASLERP . . . . -

VI. HALLOWED MEMORIES - - - B4
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CHAPTER I
A ATRANGR QUBSATION.

Ok, aay not, dream not, heavenly notas
To childish sars are vain,—
That the young mind at randaom floats,
And sannot reach the strain ]

“T¥m or unhenrd the words may full,
And yet the heaven-taught mind
May loarn the escred air, and all
Tha harmeny oowind.™
Chrintian Frar.

IT was the close of & bot summer's day; the
sun was sinking down in the west, sending
hia long golden benma in a slanting direction




8 A LITTLE STORY OF A LITTLE LIFE.

through the thick foliage of the fine old trees in
Wentworth Park, and lighting op many an open
glade where sheep and cows were quietly grazing.
The park was celebrated for the beauty of its
trecs, its sheet of water, and the views of the
surrounding country. To the right stretched
away & tract of gently undulating land, richly
wooded and cultivated, showing many a glimpee
of quiet villages and country churches nestling
among green treea. And as a boundary te this
smiling picture lay a range of distant hills,
wrapped in & vail of soft summer haze. On the
left could be seen the little village of Beechdale,
with its pretty rustic church and comfortable
rectory.; end beyoud that was the opeu country
agsin, conmisting of breezy commons, which ex-
tended to the mea,—though that was not visible
from Beechdale, nor for ssveral miles rounnd.
Forming & sort of background to the park, lay
the stately mansion end ite beautiful garden.
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Wentworth Hall had belonged to the family for
meny penerations, coneequently parts of the houss
were very old. 1t was built of grey stone, which
had been changed, by exposure to the weather,
to many a varied tint. Each succeeding Lord
Wentworth bad thought it oecessary to add
something to hie dwelling, so that it was an
extremely rambling, irregularly-built house; but
this fact seemed rather to plense the present
owner than otherwise ; at all events, he found
A never-ceazing source of interest in the study
of the different styles of architecture which it
presentad.

A little group of children was assembled on
the smopoth green lawn in frout of the house,
They were all pretty ; but one was distingunished
alike by the richness of her dress, and by her
remarkable besuty. She was apparently abont
five years old. Her figure was slight and active :
her moveruents were as free and graceful as those




