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TO THE READER.

Reapee, 1 do not address yoo for the por-
poze of deprecating eriticism; or, 10 heg &
protection for my work whick it does pot
desorve. [ wish to ba tried by the merits of
the case. I am not unaware, that the man who
attempts to overtarn am old system, sanctioned
by time, and fortified by prejudice, rans -the
risk of being apsniled by every weapon which
caluomny and il poture can sopply. It s
neverthelnas the doty of every good man, te
act, spoak, and think, fearlessly, for the welfars
of his fellow creatares. That I have this, at
lenst, at heart, I hope 1he following pages will
testify. I have endeaveured lo Jay dowo R
Plan, b'g which man mnjr be made bappy
sad I think it will be his own fault if he in

h



not. In making pure Religion the basis of my
aystem, I have eszentially dilfered from those
who have gone bofore me: and I hope that
the plan submitted to your motive, will Lave
some claim to altention; as it unites the
spiritual welfare of men, with his temporsl
The impartance of the subject merits a much
mnrg extended distussion than I‘.hn present :
bat it was my wish to bricg e price of the
Work within the reach of the poorest classes
of society, Should a discerning public, over-
]mkmg tho def&ctu of the author, patronise it
for the seke of tlie good which it in my hope
it will diffuse, L may facl ececuragsd lo
resume the subjwt.at g.. future period.






2 INTRODIUCTION,

short, will effect every blessing which the mind
of man ¢an comprehend,

In order to bring home &o the mind more
fally the superiority of this, my system, I will
endeavour to point aut clearly the misery of
the present one, and the cause of that misery :
confining myself 10 known facts, sdmined by
all. ‘Who will deny that men are gensrally:
“gvery one agminst hia follow”? TFurn your
atiention to the American Indiaos, to the hor-
rid orueliies which they exercise towards their
fellow wen: to the Savages that mbabit the
islanda of the South Sea—the numberless
tribea that wre ever warring against esch other,
slong the cosst, and in the interior of Africa-—
besides innumerable boedes in different parts
of the world, whers civilization is nnknown;—
hespinpg npon themsalves slavery sod wretch-
edness. And what is the cause of all this T
One individoal marks out a bouedary, and cally
it hisown! a stronger than he coveta it This
produces war, and all jls horrors.

. But why confine myself to uncivilized
pationa! Do war eod wisery, slavery and
wretchedness, belong to them alune?! No






