RUSSIA AS
| KNOW IT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649127214

Russia as I know it by Harry De Windt

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HARRY DE WINDT

RUSSIA AS
| KNOW IT

ﬁTrieste






RUSSIA
AS I KNOW IT

BY

HARRY DE WINDT, F.R.G.S.

AUTITIRE QOF
Tyupmgmia A% IT 34, Y FINLAND AS 0T 18,7« rHE Nkw
SIRERLA," "PARIS TO REW VORK DY LAND," BTG

WITH NUMERQUS ITLLUSTRATIONG

PHILADELPHIA
J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
Lowoon ; CHAPMAN & HALL, Lro.

1917



PrRIrEn TR OGaudr Anrrae sy

falakl OLay & Howe, LIMITED,

BRLHEwWICHE 7)., ETAMPORD HT,, BB,
AHO UIRGAT HUFFOLE.



T

HY FRIEND

GERARD WARRINHER

392186



b

Ty

==

I ™
L
- H
¥ -
i
.
i

e

.'.?,.‘nﬁ-" -‘-l‘.ff:u“r":zcﬂrvt:i.-: .'.:
) o




FOREWORD

Tris work is not to be regarded as an authority on
political, military or social questions connected with that
vast empire, which, to mﬂﬁJélEng]ishmen, iz a sealed book,
for it has been chicfly compiled from rough, and hitherto
unpublished notes, casually jotted down during my
travels throughout European and Aslatic Russia. These
wanderings amount in the aggregate to over 50,000
miles, and T may therefore, perhaps, claim to speak with
some authority on the conditions of life in a country
where I have pussed, with intervals, nearly four years
of my life.

Thus, I have travelled, on varous occasions, from Peldn
to Moseow (before the construction of the Trans-Siberian
Railway), from Petersburg to Bombay (via Little Russia,
the Cauneasus, Persia, and Raluchistan), and from Paris
to New York * by land,” which latter journey (hitherto
unaceomplished) took me from Moscow to the Béring
Straits. I have also (by special desire of the Imperial
Government) twice visited Siberia in order to investigate
its penal methods, these tours of inspection ineluding
the famous silver mines of Nertchinsk, and prisons on
the island of Sakhalin, Previously to this, Mr. George
Kennan, the American traveller, had horrified the
civilized world with his aceount of the sufferings of
Siberian exiles, and my journeys of inspection were
undertaken with the sole object of verilying this gentle-
man's statements, which, however, 1 was unable to do,
the result of my inquiries being as favourable as Mr.
Kennan's were the reverse. T may add that my views
on the Siberian Exile system have since been endorsed
by English travellers of repute who have followed in my
footsteps, although during my prolonged Press con-
troversy with Mr. Kennan I was accused, by more than
one English newspaper, of having received a large sum
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of money from the Russian Government in order to
“whitevash ' its prisons | 1

I shall now, however, deal chiefly with European
Russia, without omitting those minor details of town and
provincial life which, for obvious reasons, are not to be
found in more serious works on the subject. Wherefore
the average Iinglishman has, at present, the vaguest
notions about everyday life in the Tsar’s great empire,
and this T frequently find when on returning theretrom,
I am invariably asked : * What sort of a place is it? "
and pestered with guestions on subjects so trivial, that
only one intimalely acquainted with the country could
furnish the desired information. My present object,
therefore, is to present a bird's-eye view, so to speak, of
the cities, towns, and villages of Russia, and to deseribe
people of all elagses, showing not only how they toil and
take their pleasure, but also how the stranger may best
conform to their occasionally curious manmers and
customs,  For T anticipate thet, when this war is over,
thousands of my countrymen will visit Bussia not only
on business, but pleasure bent, and it is for their benefit
that 1 shall now relate everyday experiences which,
although they would be out of place in an ordinary book
of travel, may prove useful to those in quest of a new
playground. And if the information thus gleaned
aflords these tourists of the future any agsistanee in their
wanderings through the most mysterious, and therefore
most fascinating, country in Europe, Russia as [ know It
will not have been written in vain, Xt is necessary to
state, however, that the earlier portions of this work
were compiled before the recent political crisis.

In conclusion I must express my thanks to Sir GED:TE
Newnes, Mr. John Murray, Messrs. Chapman & Hall,
and Messrs. Nelson & Sons, for kindly permitting me
to quote a few extracts from previous works of mine on
Russia and Siberis which these firms have, from time to
time, published.

Ilarry px WINDT.

Garrick Club, London,
April 2517,

1 Bee Siberia oz JE is and The New Svbersa, by the suthor,
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