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PREFACE.

II\ the two preceding editions I emploved the title

¥ Chronie Constipation ™ insteadl of the more com-
prehensive aud setentific tern “ Chronie Intestingl Stasis.”
I did =0 for the reazon that the delay in the large bowel is
the primaey or eansal factor of the condition, and heeause
the title Chronie Constipation al that time ealled for less
explunation than that whieh 1 have now rendered fanmliae
to the profession,  The chapters by 1w Jordan, Dr.
Nathan Muteh, and Dr, James Mackenzie will serve to
make the snbjeet cleaver from the radiological, bactervio-
logical, chemieal, il elinieal aspeeis.

W, AGRBUTHNOT LANE.
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THE OPERATIVE TREATMENT O
CHRONIC INTESTINAL STASIS

CHAPTER 1

Ix orider to consider the subject of chrouie intestinal
stasis moany detailed manner, it will be hest to doad with it
from its very beginmiug, and 1 shall commence by reminding
you of several wost important general laws which T formn-
nted wmany yeavs ago with regard to the skeleton and its
artieulations, T shall then proceed to demonsteate thae
precisely the same lws govern the soft parts and modify
their stractares, and that a knowledge of the several
mechanical conditions which hring abont ¢lionic intestinal
#lasiz s largely dependent on a recoguition of these funda-
mental principles.

The skoleton represents the erystallisation of lines of
foree which when exerted in o smele direction are latd
down as compaet tissue; whon o varyving divections as
cancellons,  Tn voung life any alteration in the length of a
long bone following on a fracture m which the fragments
have not been replaced in acenvate apposgition results in the
formation of u new shaft and the absorption of the old one
to an extent which varies with the alteration i the form of
the bone. 'T'his process takes place in a degree inversely
proportionate to the nge of the ehild. The samo important
fact holds good also of changes which develop in the albdo-
men.  Later in life n lesser, bui similar, change may be
brought about by the artificial engargement of the part
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2 OPERATIVE TREATMENT OF

with Blood, apd much of the deformity and shortening
whieh would otherwize ocenr can thus be obviated,

It follows as a complement to this latter law that “the
rates of hone formation in the several portions of a growing
line vary inversely as the pressure transmitted throngh
them,” and, ineulentally, it 1s by the exercise of these
meehanieal principles that Nature veduces to a minimum

Fro. 1.

the luuam done by the incipacily of the surgeon in the
treatinent of fractures in young hife. The accompmying
skiagrams illustrate the action of these laws :

g, 1 represents a fracture about the lower epiphysis
of the humerns with backward displacement of the frag-
ment,  Bix weeks had elapsed shice the mjury. A dark
zome  extending  vertieally npwards from the epiplysis
behind the shaft indieates the commencement of the
erystallization of the lines of force.



