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PREFACE.

Ix the preliminary remarks, I have given an explanation
of the resson for addressing the Hunterian Society on the
decease of Sir Willinm Blizard ; and having been connected
with this society from its comimencement, and having taken
an offieial part in the management of its effeirs, every cir-
cumstance which has promoted its welfare has been deeply
interesting to me. Few soeieties have proceeded with har-
mony so undisturbed, whilst the important objects for which
it was established have been realized to a degree beyond
expectation, It was impossible, therefore, without s de-
parture from all propriety, to permit o man who hed been
eminentily useful in the formation of the society, and in
its advances to maturity, to sink imto the eilence of the
sepilchre without a reeord of his usefulness, and a tribute
to his memory.

But this of itzelf would not justify the publication of the
Memoir. Sir William had been, in the best sense, a publie
man, He had gained celebrity ae a practitioner in surgery,
one of the most important departments of human labour,
and had been instrumental, in various ways, to the advanee-
ment of its interests. He had identified himself with many
publie charitics well deserving the best efforts of an en-
lightened mind and o compassionate heart, and had evinced
grest philanthropy. His character had been adorned with
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frankness and uprightness, and he had been an intrepid
advocate of principles which elevate the moral and pro-
fessional character, and conduee to the best interests of a
community. The combination of these qualities fully entitles
him to & niche in the biography of his eountry; but those
eminent and useful qualities which have rendered him wor-
thy of this distinetion, give him full claim to a biographer
more sble to appreciate and exhibit his merits.

There wae another difficulty atiending an attempt on my
pert to develope and sketch his charaeter. Though not
required 1o enter at length into the subject of religion, yet 1
felt that it would be searcely possible, in e biographieal
pketch, with a strong conviction of the paramount claims of
the christian faith, whelly to refrain from this topie. [ts
priority in importance as a matter of principle, and the
extent of ita reguirements in the oultivation of the christian
virtues, forced themselves on my mind, end I believed that
my views Were Dot in eszact aceordence with those of the
distinguiehed man whose life I was requested to delineate.
I ﬁg.red, too, that as 1 could not wholly shrink from the
subject, I might be betrayed into expressions offensive to my
honoured and respected brethren in the profession, and
injuricus to the cause I meant to serve, should I venture to
remind them of what they have at stake in matters of future
and eterns] moment, fearing that their plea of ““works of
necessity and mercy,” has much wider adoption and influence
than the ease will justify.
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I bad resson to doubt whether our views hermonized on
other points, not unimportant, and yet of less importance
than the subject just adverted to. I might have approved
more liberal messures of reformation and legislation in
many of our institutions than he would have advocated in
his latter years, and may be more sanguine then he was, in
hope that what are called libersl opinions, in the moderate
sense, in combination with extended and sound knowledge,
and religions feeling, and a growing acqusintance with the
true principles of eivil and religions liberty, will lead to &
greater prevalence of union, sud kindness, and co-operation ;
and impart greater efficiency to the piety and benevolence
of the couniry than has hitherto beea experienced. These
circumstences led me to shrink from the task. [ saw that
though he would require no spelogist, there wes a judi-
ciougness demanded to which I could not lay elaim,
Having, however, put my hand to the work, though for
8 comparatively private purpose, I was urged to proceed,
and felt a readiness to testify my gratitude towards the
venerable and respected decessed, and 2 desire to give
public effect to his many admirgble treits of character, If
by acquiescence in this request a want of correct feeling or
eound judgment should, in any instsnce, be seem, I must
yield to the imputstion,

Little besides narrative has been mimed at, The design
has been to make the reader acquainted with Sir William's
professional and public character, without attempting elabo-
rate disquisition. An extended and full biography would
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have demanded materials far exceeding what it was in my
power to collect and arrange. It is not intended to be
purely professional. In the delineations, however imper-
feet, there are eriterions of character, valnable recollections,
and requiting testimomials, which it iz hoped will not be
contemplated without advantage.

The great Architeet of our being, though he has been
pleased to bestow on men their diversified talents, has left
wide scope for their enlargement and exercise, and has
attached high responsibility in regard to their neglect or
cultivation. It may perhape be said that no study, exeept
that of divine revelation, has » happier tendency to quicken
the movements of men in the right direetion than that which
relates to the full bearing of efficient members of the com-
munity, in the varieties of their intellectusl and sentient
constitution, on others of their race.

Should this inadequate cffort have a tendeney to commend
assiduity and kindness, or excite my younger brethren to
laudable cfforts in the acquisiion and advancement of
uzeful knowledge; should it tend to show the excellence of
professional virtne (which prohibits all petty jealousies,
shallow ertificcs, groundless imputations, and mean hypc-
crisy; and calls for candour, and generosity, and benignity ;)
I shall feel highly gratified in having been permitted to
conduce to ends so desirable,

39, TRINITY-SQUARE,
Dez, 23, 1835,



