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Tlml Sensets need, perhaps, o werd of explana-
ticw, 1w & recent reading of Elizadeth Barrett
Browning’s *Somnets from the Pertuguess,” the
comvillion was borne in spam me that the seniiment
of love is worthy of expressien, whether or mot it
cutwardly finds anobjeB; “for the remantic parsion’
as & dream, ax ideal or a memory i a souree of in-
Spiratiom in roery Auman life. [ hove emdeavored
ts make the seguemce of sonmets rhom the ideal prog-
ress from the perienal to the racial, from the leoe
wich eeks individeal expression fa the
Jove for humanity.
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PROEM

Light-pencilled in the spinster’s book of dreams
Are delicate traceries of dim desires,

That still, at times, give forth their fitfal gleams,
Though grayed to sshes with yeath's snking fires
And sometimes, in life’s long, siow afternoon,
She turns the pages, yellowed with the yesrs,
And finds & Bovrer, its petals canght too soon
And here imprenséd, stained with gentle tean,
Before the ripe fruit "neath its heart might bear
The changing mystery of th' enfolded seed,

She smooths its petals with » tender care,

And passes on where errant memoaries Jead.

And with the turning page the quiet room

Holda the faint perfume of life"s springtide bloom.
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Spirit of Love, to thee alone I give

These verses which my fancy has set free,

A votive offering on thy shrine to live,

Bound in a golden band of poesy;

And if the flowers fade, the gold prove
dross,

Fling them aside—~thou hast no need
of praise;

Nor will another grieve, mine own the
loss,

Since I walk lonely all my earthly days.

But as the vestal maids of old must tend

The altar whence domestic joys took
flame,

So may my incense with thy candles
blend,

So may 1 tend thy fires in love’s own
name,

Content if by my service love may shine

With brighter glow on other hearths
than mine.



