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PREFACE

Ix undertaking to treat of Aristotle as the ex-
pounder of anctont educational ideas, I might, with
Kapp's Aristoteles” Stantspasdogogilk before me, have
wade my task an easy one. 1 might =simply have
preseniod in an orderly way and with a Liftle com-
mentary, what is to be found on the subject of eduea-
tion in his varous works — T'olities, Ethies, Lhetorie,
Poctics, ete. I bad two reasons, however, for not
adopting this eourse: (1) that this work had been
done, better than T eould do if, 1 the treatise relerred
to, and () that a mere resiatement of what Aristotls
aays on cducation would hardly have shown his rela-
tion to ancient pedagogy as a whole. 1 therefore
judged it better, by tracing briefly the whole history
of Greek education up to Arstotle and down from
Aristotle, to show the past which conditioned his theo-
ries and the future which was conditioned by them.
Only thus, it seemed to me, could his teachings be
geen in their proper light. And I bave found that this
method has many advantages, of which I may mention
one. It has enabled me to show the close eonnection
that existed at all timea between Greek education

and Greek social and politieal life, and to present the
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one as the reflection of the other. And this is no
small advantage, since it is just from its relation to
the whole of life that Greek education derives its
chief interest for wa. We can never, indeed, return
to the purely political education of the Greeks; they
themselves had to abandon that, and, sinee then,

A boendless hope has pasaed noross the earth —

a hope whieh gives our sdncation a meaning and a
scope far wider than any that the State aims at; but
in these days, when the State and the institution
which ewbodies that hope are eontending for the
right to eduenle, il cuunot but aid usg in settling their
vespeetive ¢laims, to follow ile process by which they
tame fo have distinet claims at all, aud to see just
what these mean,  This proeess, the method which T
have [ollowed hus, 1 hope, enubled me, 1o some degree,
to bring indo clearness.  This, al all eveuts, has been
one of my chief aims.

Tn treating of the details of Greek educational prag-
tice, T have been puided by a desire {0 present ounly,
or mainly, those which coniribute to make up the
complete pieture, 1or this reason 1 have omitted
all reference to the training for the Olympic and
other games, this (30 it seems to me) being no essen-
tial part of the system.

Tt would have been easy for me to give my book a
learned appearance, by eheckering its pages with refer-
ences to ancient anthors, or quotations, in the original,
from them ; but this has seemed to me both unnaueﬂa.-x.rynau} :
and unprofitable in & work intended for the general w’F
publie. I have, therefore, preferred to place at the
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heads of the different chapters, in English mostly,
snch quotations as seemed to express, in the most
striliing way, the spirit of the different periods and
theories of Greek education. Taken together, T be-
lieve these quotations will be found to present a fairly
definite outline of the whole subject.

In conclusion, I would say that, though T have used
a few modern works, such as those of Kapp and Gras-
berger, T have done zo almost solely for the sake of
finding referonces. In regard to every point 1 helieve
I have tnrned to tho original sources. L therefore,
my eonclusions on eortain poings differ fromn those of
writers of note who have preceded me, T ean only say
that I have tried to do my hest with the original
wakerials bafore me. 1| am L from Hattermg my-
self that T have reached ihe Lrath in every cuse, and
shall he rery grateinl for corveclions, in whatever
gpirit they may be offered; bot T trust that T have
been able to present in their essential featnres, the
“ancient ideals of education.”

THOMAS DAVIDEON,
YQrerwoRe, "
KEEBNVE, EszEX Co,, N.X.
Octobar, 1801,
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