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THE FLETCHER PRiZE Essay.

TrE late Hon. Ricearp FLETCHER, of Boston,
Mass., by his last will, placed in the hands of the Trus-
tees of Dartmouth College a fund from the income of
which they are to offer, once in two years, a prize of
IFive llvxprED DoLLars for the essay best adapted
to accomplish the purpozes indicated by the testator as
follows:

“In view of the numerous and powerful influences
constantly active in drawing professed Christians into
fatal conformity with the world, both in spirit and prac-
tice; in view also of the lamentable and amazing foct
that Christianily ¢¥erls so liwde practical influence, even
“in countries nominally Chnistian, it has seemed to me
that some good might be done by making permanent
provision for obtaining and publishing once in two
years a Prize Essay, setting forth truth and reasoning
calculated to counteract such worldly influences, and
impressing on the minds of all Christians a solemn
sense of their duty to exhibit in their godiy lives and
conversation the benehcent effects of the religion they
profess, and thus increase the efficiency of Christianity
in Christian countries and recommend its acceptance to
the heathen nations of the world.”



The above prize was offered, for the ffth time, in
the month of January, 1883,  And inasmuch as the
Christian Sabbath or Lord's day is vitally related to
all Christian life, the speafic theme designated for the
Essay was,

THE PERPETUAL OBLICATION GF THE LORD'S TAY.

The following gentlemen constituted the eommittee
of award: Prof. William Thompson, 1D, D, Prof. Llew-
cliyn Pratt, D. D, and Rev. George M. Stone, D). D,
all of Harttord, Conn.  After a careful and thorough
examinativn the prize was awarded to an essay which
proved to have been wrinen by Rev. (GGeorge Elliott, of
West Unian, Towa, and which is contained in the pres-

ot volume.
SAMUEL C. BARTLETT,
FRESIDEXNT OF DARTHNOUTI COLLEGE.

DarpTMorT UOLLEGE, Sept., 18840



PREFACE.

Tiis book has been written in the full conviction
that fresh discussion of this great question is a want of
to-day. While little that is new may be stated, yet it
iz hoped that the old facts and arguments have been
freshly put and so arranged as to lead to the one defi-
nite conviction of the perpetual obligation of the Chris-
tian Sabbath or Lord’s Day.

Many works of much value have been written on
the Sabhath: but most of themn have been marred
either by an under-estimate of the obligation of the
day, or by a reckless over-statement of facts in its de-
fence. It is hoped that these defects bave heen In some
measure avoided in these pages. No fact has been
introduced which has not been traced to its final au-
thority. In Scripture interpretation it has been sought
to present only the results of candid exegesis, and no
argument has been adduced simply for the purpose of
making a point, but only in the full belief of its valid-
iy, Statements of possible value; facts not fully estab-
lished, but baving some probability; and arguments of
only partial validity, when introduced at all, are, it is
hoped, so fully guarded by cautious statement as to
mislead no one.



£ PREFACH.

The writer acknowledges his special indebtedness
to Hessey's Bampton Lectures on " Sunday " for direc-
tion to those sources of information, historical, patristic,
and scientific, which must settle the question in the last
resart.

May the blessing of the Lord of the Sabbatly rest
on this and every honest effort to commend his day to
the reason and conscience of mankind !

WEesT Untoy, Iowa. G. E.
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