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NOTE

The erthography of proper names follows the system adopted by
the Indian Government for the Imperial Gassilesr of India. That
system, while adhering to the popular apelling of very wall-known
places, such ss Punjsb, Poona, Decean, &o., employs in all other
eases the vowels with the following uniform sounds :—

@, 88 in woman : ¢, a8 In father : 4, a8 in kin: 4, a8 in intrigae :
o, 88 im cold ¢ u, &8 in bull @ & as in rule.



LORD AMHERST

CHAFTER I

Famrny, Esrry CAreErr AND Emeasasy To CHINA

THE Amherst country lies in that delightful region
where the North Downs slope from Sevencaks to
Tunbridge and the Weald of Kent. The place which
bears the name is in the parish of Pembury, within
a few miles of Tunbridge, and from the Pipe Rolls of
1215 down to the Tudor period we find mention of
those who took their description from the spot. The
Reverend Jeffery Amherst was, in the time of the
Commonwealth, Rector of Horsmonden, s parish east
of Pembury, and about eight miles east of Tunbridge
Wells. The son, the grandson, and the great grand-
son of that worthy were successively barristers and
benchers of Gray's Inn. The second of these legal
dignitaries, who died in 1713, fixed his seat at River-
head, & pleasant village close to Sevenonks, and about
fifteen miles to the north-east of the original Pembury
home. The third of the line of benchers, who also



