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THE PREFATORY VIEWPOINT.

TaIs bank was written in recognition and under the
impulse of the greailness and glory of Sunday school
teaching. It holds in contemplation some of the
mightiest things of the kingdom and counts this school
pre-eminent in the educational system.

Remarkable indeed has been the improvement in
Sunday school method and organization, in equipment
and management. DBut while the school has become
powerful in organic life and cutreach of efficiency, its
mission remains unchanged, though the perspeclive is
larger and its energies wlove with statelier and more
commanding sweep.

Its text-book, its purpose and aim, its glorious course
of instruction in revealed teuth and redemptive grace—
these remain unchanged through the changing years.
The open Bible and the uplift of the cross must hold
with increasing emphasis the center of Sunday school
life and effort, of efficiency and conquest.

To that end in such measure as this volume may
carry, the author makes his contribution for culture in
the things of Christ—eculture in his saving grace and
service, in his doctrine and spirit, in the personal like-
ness of his character and for the triumph of his king-
dom.

Nashwille, Tenn.
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THE OUTLOOEK ON THE AGES.

LooxiNG at the Surulay school teacher’s sphere and
mission in these various aspects, it is evident that the
work which a Sunday school teacher is summoned to
undertake, has a basis as permanent as the plan of God
for the welfare of the human race, and involves inter-
ests vast and limmitless as eternity itself, The respon-
sibilities of such a worle are infinite, and they eannot
be evaded by a refusal to accept them.  For the scholars
whotn a teacher has in his charge, and for the scholars
whom any individual Christian ought to have in his
charge, that teacher and that individual Christian are
responsible to (rod.  The evidences of that responsi-
bility, and the manner of its discharge, will be dis-
closed before the universe. In the thought of this
truth every teacher ought to live, ought to work, cught
ta pray, and ought to trust—H. Clay Trumbull in
Teaching and Teachers.



CHAPTER 1.

A THREEFOLD CHUHRCH RFELATION,

TS Revrarton 1o tnE Cnvrcn.  The Sunday
school of today is a school—a gathering for instruc-
tion. It has all the elements of a school, with some
clements which make it distinel tn character, unique
in purpose, method and curricalum. It is in the
church, of the church, and for the church
school in every true and commanding sense. It has a
threefold relation to the church, heing a church mstifn-
tion, and when in operation, a church service and
agency. It is a mighty instriment for bringing things
to pass in the kingdom of God, but gets its life, power
and directing energy in the chureh, m the very struc-
ture and efficiency of which it forms an orgame part.
The question of the Sunday schoel's relation to the
church was a subject of much discussion forty years
ago. It held chief place on the programs of Conven-
tions, and provolked oftentimes earnest contention and
even conflict, but alwavs withoul satisfactory settle-
ment. That question, thongh not of easy categorical
answer, his been settled, not however by disenssion,
but through wonderful development of spiritual forees
and by what may be called the natural adjustment of
spiritual agencies making for the building of the king-
dom. As an institution the Sunday school has the
7

a church



