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PREFACE.

There has been an expremsed desire on the part of fna.ny of tha
regidents of Cooperstown, for several years paat, for o vew and more
complete “History of Cooperstown,” than haa heretofore been pub-
lished, the old volume bearing that title being out of print; and
ginee it was imued in 1862 many events of local interest have trans-
pired which should go upon record. In compliance with this general
desire and an occagional persoval request on the pabject, I have wnder-
taken to collate and edit this volume, which ia ismucd & eemtury after
the first settlement of Cooperstown ; with what degree of success na
to mesting the juat expectations of wy eetecmed fellow-citizens of one
of the most noted villaps In this country, | most Jeave to their kind
Judgment. I will ooly say, 1 have couscientiously and with much
pleasare done the best I conld with the material and time at my cown-
mand, and have preserved for some other writer at a later period,
material that otherwise might have been loat.

Next to Mr. Coopers “Chronicles”—which were carried down to
1838—the most pruminent festnre of this book 15 the al:‘rauiul‘l?u
tribute which the late ITon. Imac N. Amnold of Chieago, formerly of
Caoperstown, paid to the memory of Mr. Copper in an !-@iny which
first appeared in the Frecman's Jfourmal in 1884,  He had a few
copiea of the sawe, illustrated by a pumber of photographic views,
printed in pamphlet form. This tribote of & scholarly and well-knowa
author and admiring persomal friend of Mr. Ucoper, has been sought
for hy literary writers and publishers in different parts of the country,
by some of whom it is esteemed the best esay ever written on Amer-
ica’s most noted Nuvelist and oaval Historian. H M. H.



OTSEGO LAKE AND VICINITY.

It is donbtful whether any white man ever visited the shores of this
beautiful inland lake previous to the year 1737—uacarly & century and
& bhalf ago—at which time it was the favorite resort of the red man.
In 1787, Cadwallader Colden, eurveyorgenersl. in his report to the
Hon, George Clarke, lisutenantyovernor of the provinee of New
York, made this stetement : “At 50 miles from Albany, the land car-
riage from the Mohawk river o o lake, from whenes tha morthern
branch of the Busquebanna takes ita rise, does not exceed 14 miles.
Gouwds may be earried from this lake in battoes or flat-bottomed vessels,
through Pennsylvania, t0 Maryland and Vieginis, the cureent of the
Tiver running everywhere asy.”

In 1%53 the Rev. dideon Hawley—“ordained a Missionary to the
Indinus, in the (Hd Bouth mestivg house [of Boston,] when the Hev.
Dr. Bewall preached on the occasion”---journcyed as far as here, and
left en record this memorandom @ “May 31st.  We met with difficulty
about getting & canos, and seot an Indiss indo the woods to get ready
3 bark, but he made small progress. In the afternoon came from
(hsego lake, which is the source of this stream”—the Susqonebanna.
It i probable that other christian Misionaries wade the sawe journcy
at a later period, to this part of the territory of the Six Nationa.

What wae long known as the “Bowers Patent,” in Middlefichd, was
originally owped by John B. Myer, of the city of New York. Hia
danghter married Henry Bowers, who was the father of John M.
Bowera, and who inherited the Inrgr: tract of lnnd which aubsequently
bore his name, John Nichole was the first settler who lived on this
patent, iu o little house which steod pear the river on “the Lakelamls.”
He leased a tract of kand, and made the fist clearing on this pateut.
1t was at his house that Mr. Henry Bowers and his wife first lodged.
Nichols' log houwss was borped in 1802, at the time the tiwber was
burned which was being kiln<iried for the construction of the mansion
of Mr. Bowers, who had that divy left for Al!m.\l]'.

In 15791, whon Cooperstown had but few dwellings, Mr. Henry
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Bowers caused to be Iaid out and surveyed by Philip K. Frey, the
proposed village of “Bowerstown,” which extended from the Susque-
hanua river to the base of the hill on the cast. and from the Take to s
point shout 950 feet south thereof The map of this projected village,
now i the pom:ﬁmn of Mr. I. J. Bowers, shows that this p]at. of
land—now represented by “the Lakelands” and 350 feot south of tha
roed which forms ita southern boundary - was laid oot in B2 building
lots, nanrlyn]l of themn 50x130 feet, and in & builr]i‘ng ot 200x260
feet fur the “Manor Sgoare” on which Mr, Bowers propeesd to build,
and being part of “the Lakelands,” near the Take and River. “Di-
visinn street” was to be “as wide es (ooper's strect,” nod started from
the eastern fermination of our present Main street, “Bridge street”
wue the northern boundsry, and terminated on the west at the first
hrldge built seross the H-usqmi.l.llu:la. “Water," “Myer"” and * Wash-
ington' streets tan north and south through the village, *Otapgo™
Btreet ran from & peint on Bridge street north, near the Lake, where
the present owner of “the Lakelands” bes constructed an avenue.
Later on, Mr. Bowers probably changed his plans, for we do pot learn
thut these “village lots” were ever pot npon the market. Tt is a pity
thet “Cooperstown” was not crigioally as well lail oot as “Bowerns-
town.” The formcr will probably cre long cross the river, by legisla-
liva emsctment, and embrace within its corporate limita all of the
former, and & tract of land lying cast and south of it

A saw mill was milt by Rob't Riddle, on Bowers putent, on Red
Creck, in 1791, being the first saw mill in this part of the country, and
obe haa been maintained there uwueil now. This lecality, now cm-
braging & number of dwellings, schoo? house, mission church, and the
mills, has long been Jocally koown as *Bowerstown.”

In 1783, a Tittle more than a coutiry ago, came Gen, Washington,
as iz mentionsd in the “Chronicles” whe said in his published
letter : “I then traversed the country to the head of the eastern braoeh
of the Susquebanna, and viewsd the lake Otsego.”

When the Hditor of this book came here in 1851, he had the pleas-
ure of meeting two venerable ladies who bad boen well aequainted
with General Washington, and who had met him in sociely, with
other Revolutionary celebrities and chiefs—Mms. Wilson, whose fath-
er was at one time on Gen. Washivgton's staff, sud her danghter
Mrs. Bowers. We often listened with great pleasure to the personal
reminmcences of the latter of Washington, Lafayette, Baron Steuben,

-



