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PREFACE .

Thahtﬂaahml:ummdeduabnefandnmph
story of the labor movement in the United States
from the day of independence to the present time.
Although there are many special ntudma, ineluding
the great treatise by John R. Commons and his Ag-
gociates, there is mo single, comprehensive volume of
mﬂmm?ﬁehqiﬁm Itm;fhnrdly
necessary to dwell upon umportance more
exact and more widespread knowledge of the his
h:rrjr aims and methods of labor organizations in

this country.

This volume is largely based npon the monumental
History of Labor in the Unsted Slates by Professor
Commons and his Associates. Several other books,
however, have been used with the Commons text, es-

a]lyfnrﬂmhmturynmmlﬂﬂﬁ. Amiong these
mpplﬁmen books may be mentioned: P. F.
I, W. W.: a Study n Ammmn

Hyn&l-calﬂm (Columbia Umwn'mty Studies) ;

Hillquit, History of Socialism in the United Ei:tdu
Report of the Proceedings of the Annual Convention
g the American Federation of Labor; Stanwood,

tstory of the Presidency (Vols. I and IT) for all
party platforms; F. Engels, Socialism: U} un and
Heientific; O. Becker, History of Politic  arttes in
the Province of New York; Alice Henr , r'he Trads
Union Woman; Edith Abbott, Woman in Industry;
;ml Samuel Gumpem, Labor and the C .mmon Wel-

are.
Maey Birrer Brasn,
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE
AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT

CHAPTER I

NATURE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
LABOR MOVEMENT

Labor movement—definition.—Every modern in-:
dostrial country has & labor movement; that is, an
organized aud continuous effort on the part of wage-
earners to improve their standards of living over a
nationsel area. The outward and visible signs of this-
movement are trade unions, national federations,
strikes, boycotis, lockouts, labor leaders, labor con-
ferences and programs, injunctions, legal battles,
prosecutions, co-operative soeieties, labor and social-
ist parties, a labor press and labor propaganda, the
participation of labor in partisan politics, labor lob-
bies in legislatures, and labor colleges and educa-
tional experiments. Considered as & state of mind,
the labor movement is marked by growing sympathy

among all erafts, trades, 111:111 clasaes of workers—



