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PROCEEDINGS

oF THE

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL,

For )lanunn'r. 1900,

L

The Monthly Genoral Meeting of the Sosiety, waa held on
Woednesday, the drd Januvary, 1800, at @ 7.,

T. H. Horrann, Eeg., F.G.8., A R C.8, in the ohair.

The following members wers present '—

Major A. Aleock, LM.8.,, Mr. J. Bathgnte, Mr. H, Boveridge,
Dr. T\ Bloolh, Babu Nobinchand Bural, Mr. W, K. Doda, ¥Mr, F. Fign,
Mr, D. Hooper, Mr. G. W, Kilghler, Dr. 5. C. Labarry, Mr. W. A. Lee,
The Bevd. H. 0. Moore, Mr. B N. Mookerjee, Mr. L. de Nicérille,
Mr. F. K. Pargiter, Babu Yaduisth Sen.

Visitor :—Mr, H. Ludlow.

The minntes of the last meetiog wore read snd confirmed.
Twenty-ona presestations were annonncad.

The propossd resamption by the Booiety of its ariginal name of
“The Asiaiic Bociety " instead of ™ Asiatic Bocisty of Bengal®™ of
which intimetion has alzeady been given by circnlar to !l membars
wera brought up for final disposal.

The Council ded the adnption of the proposal to revert to
tha original title, the propoanl being fully justified by the fact that the
Title-Deods stood in the name of * The Asiatie Society.”

The vatea of the members were laid ou §lie teble and the Chairman
requested any Reaident Membora who had not expressed their opinion
to take the present opportanity of filling in voting papers. Heven such
papera were filled in and with the 96 votes returned by members, were
sorntinized, the Chairman appointing Messcs. D). Hooper and L. de
Nicéville to be Scrutineera. | k




2 T. B. Hollsnd — A naw Iudian Metooric Iron. [Jam.

The Serntinears reported ss fallows :—
69 For,
34 Apninst.

The Chairman read the following appeal from the Royal Asiatic
Bociety regarding the eatablishment of u gold medal for the encourage-
ment of Oriental learning.

In 1897 the Couccil of the Roysl Asiatic Society established a
Jubilea Gold Medal to be awarded every third year as an enconrage-
ment to Orienta) learning git English-speaking people,

To mest the expensea incorred in preparing a design, engraving
dies, and finding sn awount bo produoe so iroome suficient to defray
the requisite charges s sum of aboet £ 400 will be necossary.

Bnbecriptions with interest of £300 have siready been received
and & balance of abont £ L) ie therafors atill nesded.

Donations should be sent do0 the Chairman of the Medal Committos,

Hayal Asistic Bosisty, .
92, ATbwugrle Sireet, London, W.

The Chairmer snnennced that io accordsace with Bale 37 of the
Society's Rulos, ths namas of seventeen members were to be snapended
in the Bociety's roomn na defanlters for son-payment of dues.

The Chairtnan slso nnonncsd that he had received two esaaye in
competition for the Eliott Prire for Scientific Reeearch for tise
year 1889,

Myr. T, H. Holland exhibited and described & new Indian Metooric
Iron.

This matecrite was fonnd by & villsger nenr Eodeikansl in the
Falni Hills, Madres, snd through the bhelp of Mr. O, Michie Bmith,
Director of the Madraa Obssrvatories, it was sscored in 1898 for the
Qeological Massum, Cslcutta. I& weighed about 85 lba. when found,
- and wes covered with a cont of rust due fo ita having, in all probability,
bean expoged for some time ko the westher. Thore is no record of ita
fall, bot & large meteor wan seen eight years before Lo burst over the
Piliar Rocks vear Eodaikanal, and it ia 5ot unlikely that this “iron™
fell st that time,

It is found lo ba composcd almoat entirely of nickeliferous irom,
with included irregnlar mineral masses, messuring sometimes 10 m.m.
across.  Crystal sbructores—imperfoot Wid: titten fignres—are
developed by setching the polished snriace of the iron with dilnta acid ;
but bayond these teats, which satisfactorily eslablish the metecric arigin




1900.] Major A, Alcock — Exkibfiion of soma insects. E:]

of this iron, the specimen haa noi yei beem examined m detail. The
surface shows the * thumb-marke” charasteristio of the holosiderites.

A eerimin amount of inferest in nttached to this * find " on sccount of
the rarity of Indisn meteorie irone.

Aithongh stony metsorites have been fonud in great numbers, only
one other iron hag been obtained in Indie, and thet was seen to fall near
Nidigullom (lab, 1841’ 20; long 88° 28 30"} in the Vizagapatam
disirict on January 28vd, 1870. The Nidignllum meteovite® weighed
101ba. only ; its model and 8 pisce of the iron are preserved in the col-
loction of the Geologiosl Burvey of Indis, Cajentia,

Major A. Alocek, I.M.B., exhibited and made the following remarks
on some insects thet possean special moens of searing their anemios.

The instances of natarsl protection here exhibited are all well
known, and I claim no erigioality in speaking of them. :

They consist of Inrves of throe spacies of Lepidopters which p
special means —eo far s one ern judge—ol searing their enemies,

Tn two of these cancs the pmt-ac:hmn aﬂm-dad by the “ acare” ap-
pears—at any rats in certain atages of ax to ba anp
by at Jeast one form of dingoive, meking eecurity doubly !‘m‘e

The firab sxhibit inclndea enlarged dmawings of the larve of the
Lycwuid butterfly Cureiis thetyr. Thoso lerver were common enowgh in
my garden, doring last maivy sessop, or young trees of Pmgamia
glabra. ’

In jtn youngest staga the larvs very much resemblea—both in form
and colonr, and also in the porilion that it oeually takes up in or nesr
the axil of » young leaf—a leaf-bud or & Aeshy atipale.

In a later stage it hos a large fodefinite patoh of whita on oither
side of its body which give it m certain amonnt of resemblancs to s
bird's-dropping with the naual smenr of oric peid.

In ite Intest stage the patches of whibe sre well defined, aud except
that ita prevailing colour is bright green, like the lenves on which it
feeds, the larve has no special disgnise-markiogs.

There now bowever comes in the scaring apparatns, though it,
indeed, has been in existence from the firak. 'This consista of a pair of
brushes-—mnch like bottla.-brashes, or, perbaps, more like a thistle-head
in meed—which can be suddenly shot out from fwo tall chimnay-like
excrescences o6 1he dorsal surface of the taet segment of the body, and
when so extroded can be rapidly whitled ronnd sod round.

‘Wheoever the animal is tonched—in any of its laryal ahges—l‘.hele
brushes are ejected and worked with the greateat vigour.

* Proo, Asatio Booy. Deng., 1870, p. 64,




4 Major A. Alcock — Fxhibilion of some insects. [Jax.

Mr. do Nicéville, who has monde some ohseryations on this snbject
(vide Journ. Bomb. Nai. Hist. Soo. Vol. IEI, IBHB, pp. 164-168}, conm-
ders that the nse of these broshes ia i aweep away lchneumon fies and
parasitic Diplera. They are cortainly capable of doing thia very effee-
tually, but I think they would alse scare bigger enemies.

The second exhibit inclndes enlarged drawings of tha well-known
larve of the Papilionio butterfly Prpilis pemmen, which was common
in my garden, at tha closs of laat rainy-semson, on sbruba of the Orange
order.

In its esrly stagea the larvs of this botferfly is doll green smesrved
with white, and miglht eaaily be mistaken for s bird's-dropping.

Ap it growe older the markings b well defined, and Lhe animal
is pn undonbied caterpilier, thoogh two large eyelike markings on tha
socond asgmiant hehind the haad givait an ngly look.

But, like the caterpillar of Unretis fheiys, it does not {rust solely to
its looks to deceive or fiighton ita enemies; Imt it bas aloo the power,
when it is irritated, of shooting cnt, from the crevice between the back
of the head and the fret thoracie segment, s pair of very alarming
bright-rod horas.

The effect in 20 startling, even to a man necnstomed to handle ani.
mals of all sorta, that one can ensily imagine that it would effectnally
monte & bird.

The third exlibit in¢tludes enlarged drawinge of the well.known
caterpillar of the Notodontid moth, Stawropns alfernns. These cater-
pillars, which can be found io Caloatts and ite vieinity ia the rwiny
senson, sre a6 extreordinery in look as they sre in bebsviour. When
tonched, they toen the hindsr end of the body over on o the back, in
the manner of an enrpged svorpion, snd than begin to ireble as if
agitated by the moat uncontrollsble emotion, Tlers are certain parti-
onlarly irascible aota that Lahave somewhat in the seme way, and tlere
aan ba little doubt that the nuggestion, which has been made, that the
sititade of the slarmed Sfawspwr osterpiliar may be mistaken by its
enemioa for the offensive poatore of an enb of enormoos dimensions, is
somewhere nesr the tratl,

The insecls thet accompany thees drawings are common enoagh,
during the monsoon, iv Caloutts, and [ recommend them to your farther
notics. No observer can watch their bebaviour withoot admirstion.
Of their power ta terrify creatures Jike birds, whose high aesthetic and
emotional development t but ba patied by ot least the germs
of superstition, there can be po uncerisinty, '

Mr. de Nicévills, in criticiging theae remarks, considersd that
although perlaps the “scares” might frighten birds, their mont




1900.] Regort on the Name of ke Bociety. 5

important function waa to terrify ichnenmon-flies and parasitic Dipfera,
which wers far the mgst eclive enemies ihat caterpillara bad to
contend against. For this reason he thought that the more commonly
received ides that the Stawropus enterpillar, when irritsted, ressmbled a
spider, waa nearer to the trauth.

The following papers weee read :—-

1. Notes on the Saei Dialect.—By Thx Revp, T. Gasrame Bimar,
B.D, M.A, i

2, Novellies in Mulamwmodon Coins n Indva,—Hy Dr. W. Vosr,
1M 8.

The papers will be published in the Jowrnal, Part 1.

8. On the Anthropology of the Coorgr ond Yerarme—By T. H.
Hovuaxo, F.G.8., A.R.OB.
The paper will bo publisked in tha Jowrsal, Part TIT.

The Chairman sononnged that it is propoasd by the President and
Connoil of the Soeciety thut s couverswsione mlionld be held in the
Bopisty’'s Hooms ou the oomasion of the Awoual Meoting on Fobrusry
Tth, 1900,

Membern who desire to invite wigitors are requested to sand the
names snd addresses of smoh visitors, ladies sa well ss gentlemen, in
order that tickets of admisaion may be eent to tham,

Mentbers who desire to exhilit ohjects of Litarary, Sciontifis or
Aggthetio intorest are requested to communicale with the Honarary
Becretary as early aa possibla, in order that sccommodation may be
arranged for.

REPORT ON THE FROPOSED BREATHFTION BY THE BOCIETY OF IT3
ORIGINAL RAME,

The Commitiee carefully examiced the records of the institution
and fonnd that the Bocisty was entablished on the I5th January, 1784,
under the title of * The Asiatick Bociety,” for the purpose of “ enquir-
ing into the History, civil and natural, the Antignities, Aris, Science
aod Literntore of Asin.” Af this historical mesting held st the Conrt
Houss, Fort Willism, there ware present, Sir Robert Chalmers, Knight,
Chiel Juwtice, Supreme Conrt, Fort William ; Mr, Justice Hyds, Paimme
Judge, Bopreme Coort; Sir William Jones, Knight, Puisne Judge,
Bupreme Coert; General Johe Carpac; Li-Colonel Beary Watson;
David Anderson, Esq, Henry Vansittart, Eag, Charlen Croftes, Bug.,
William Chambers, Beg., Richard Jobmeon, Eng., John Bhore, Baq.
(nfterwards Lord Teignmonth), Francis Giadwin, Esg., Charles Chepman,



