DYING AT THE TOP: OR, THE
MORAL AND SPIRITUAL
CONDITION OF THE
YOUNG MEN OF AMERICA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649566211

Dying at the Top: Or, The Moral and Spiritual Condition of the Young Men of America by
Joseph Waddell Clokey

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH WADDELL CLOKEY

DYING AT THE TOP: OR, THE
MORAL AND SPIRITUAL
CONDITION OF THE
YOUNG MEN OF AMERICA

ﬁTrieste






v Nev G2

T f;_fm/
DvING AT THE T&6;

OR,

The Moral and Spiritual Condition of

the Young Men of America. N

BY

REV. JOSEPH WADDELL CLOKEY, D.D,,

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA.
BEVISED AND ENLARGED,

Prioe: Paper, 28 Ceanta; Cloth, 50 Camws.

“There is nothing covered thet shall
not be revealed. " —Chrine,

PUBLISHED BY
W W, VANARSDALE,
0 ARCADE COURT, CHICAGO, ILL,

1690
5.8,



THE 127 YORK

Woios

ASTOR LLWNGX AND
TILDEN MUNDATIONS
R 1218 | B

" s e g s s



CONTENTS,

APOIOEY - .o oo v e mrmamammmn—mmmm s i mmm e

A TR st oo i i i o

Dying e eoaaoC R Bl S L i

B o g i e g S e, S

b T R I T S U R o ST

Worme Bensath the Bark aeee e e e s e
Heredity, oo s e e e eeean e e s

A Secularized SabBath, meee oo e cimact s man——
The Saloon, «ceeeeee—e S
The Bagnlo e e e e s el

e

A Word to the WiB e e e e vtam s s s g mmmanan

E2 22228 32B8¥¥5 uaan






DEDICATION.

To the Young Men's Christian Association of the
United States, whose work constitutes one of the great-
est movements of this great century, this Book is dedi-
cated, in the hope that the facts presented in it may
stimulate its members to a still greater zeal in the re-
deeming of young men to the morality and faith of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

J. W. CLOKEY.



PREFACE.

The original form of this work was an address de-
livered before the Indiana State Sunday School Union,
at its convention in Columbus, Ind., held June 21, 22 and
23, 1887. The address, published in the ings of
the convention, and delivered subseguently in different
places, has awakened so much intetest by the facts it
presents, that it has been thought advisable to enlarge
it, and issue it in a form for general circulation. The
title, Dying at the Top, was the outgrowtk of a real
heart-sorrow. In my yard at home stands what is left
of a favorite apricot tree, For years it had stood there,
the very symbol of life and vigor. Its beautiful blossoms
were among the earliest harbingers of spring, and the
fruit that soon followed the falling of the bloom, was de-
licious in the extreme. The tree was our pride and de-
Eght. But one day I saw that the very topmost branches
had withered; and [ said, “Ah, our apricot is death-smit-
ten; it is dyine at the top” These top branches were
cut off, but the next season the next highest withered.
And now there is not enough life left in the tree to ma-
ture what few blossoms it puts forth. On examination
worms were found at the root; they had worked their
way up under the Sark, and though the outside seemed
firm and healthy, the tree was almost girdled by the un-
seen pests, and death was inevitable.

From the dying of the tree-top came the theme, and
from the theme came the following pages. Before me
now stands the Human Tree, and it is with a sadness
approaching dejection, that I say: “J¢ &s dying at the
tap.”



APOLOGY.

‘This little work has now been before the public for
a year. The number of copies sold has not been very
great, but there is evidence that those that have been
sold have been widely circulated. They have gone into
every State in the Union; and been everywhere in the
hands of those who are best able to judge of the truth-
fulness of the statements made.

The author, in giving the work to the world, did it
with much hesitation, knowing how liable statistics are
to err; and how often the facts gathered from a few
communities may not prove to be true of the country at

At the present writing, the saddest thing about the
work is that it has told the truthful story of the whole
land, Not a single person has arisen to deny its cor-
rectness; while from Maine to California, and from Ore-
gon to Florida, letter after letter has come, saying “ It is
all true,” If itis all true, and true everywhere, then
American society, from ocean to ocean, is suspended
over an abyss, and it will require the engineering skill of
the best elements in Church and State to keep us from
falling into depths of distress along side of which the
taxation of England, in the old colonial days, and the
slavery of the South, were but baubles.

The troubles growing up between nation and nation,
and State and State, over their mqteria] relations, have
been to a great extent the incidents of human progress,
where the strong body of our pational manhood has
been throwing off the shackles of its old-time bondage.
But corruption in the morals of our peopleis the incident
of a deep-seated disease, whose cancerous propertics will
sooner or later bring us into troubles worse than war or
oppression, unless we correct them.



