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THE AUTHOR

GHE AUTHOR is one of a race that has glven scarcely anything of
literature to the warld. His modest tender of aome Christmes veraes
to ma lad to an inguiry which revesled his slory of unpretentious but
earnest and conscientions toil. He ig wholly self-taught in English Liter-
ature and composition. The obstacler which ha has surmonnted wers
undraamed of by Burna and other sena of pong who struggled up frem
poverty, obecurity, snd ipnorance to glory.

JOSEPH BEAMON COTTER was borh in Nalam County, Eentucky, in
1831, but has spent practically all his life in Loniavilla, He had the
scantiest opportunity for schooling in childhoed, though he conld resd
before he waa four years old. He waa put to work early, amd from his
eighth to his twenty-fourth year eartred his living by the roughest and
hardsat labor, fivst in & brick-yard, then in & distillery, and finslly as a
tegmster. At twenty-two his scholarship was so limited that when bhe
entered the first one of Louiaville’s night schools for colored pupils he had
to begin in the primeary department. His industry and capacity were so0
great that at the end of two seasions of five months ench he began to
teach. He has persevered in hig calling, educating himself whils at work,
and ia now Principal of the Colored Ward School at Eighth and Eentucky
atreets, The man whoee advice and encoursgement at the beginning
chiefly enshled him to scopmplish this was Prof. W. T. Peyton, 3 well-
known colored educator of thia city, whom he repards as his greatest

benefactor,
THOMAR (. WATEINS,
Finaneiol Editor Logisville Courier-Jowrnal,



THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE

GHISplay]naheeninewmeotmtmnﬁon for some yesrs, Sey-
eral of the speaches, slightly changed and with suiteble hesdings,
have besn published in pericdicala and in my ‘*Links of Priendship,’’
which will poon be ont of print. 1 ence published a short prose version
of *“CaLER" in a Louisville journal.

Negrooa of to-day do not spaak in blank wverse. The peoples of the
past did not. An author puta poetry into the mouths of his characters
to show the possibility of individuel human expression as illustrated by
Thimaelf. '
+' The sim is to give & dramstic pieture of the Negro as he is to-day.
The brain and seul of the Negro are rising rapidly, On the other
hand, there ia more depravity among a certain elass of Negroes than
ever befora. This is not due to anything inmate. It is the resalt of
unwise, depraved leadership and conditicna growing out of it.

RAHAE represents thin unwise, depraved leadership, Catse is his
pupil, and representa the depraved class of Negroes referred to, Some
may claim that the picture I8 overdrawn, but both lesder and led mre
with us to-day &nd speak for themaelves,

The Bispor and OLIVIA represent the highest types of cultivated
Negro twanhood and womanhood. The DUDE represents the sc-called
educated young Negro politician, of whom something may be made if
the right stepz are taken in time.

The Negro needs very little politics, trueh Industrial training, and a
dogged pettledness s far as golng to Africa Is concerned. To this
should be added clean, intelligent fireside leadership. Much of any
other kind is dangerous for the present.

1 am a Negro and speak from experience.

) JOSEPH 8. COTTER.
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CHARACTERS.
(All are American Negroes.}

TRE Bizaor—Aadopted father ta Olivia,
Nosg~Futher to (livie
CalLEr—8on: to Patsy and Grandison.
GRANDIAON.
RAHAE—A minister, politicien, and teacher to Caleb.
UNDERTAEER.
DocTor.
Hrep Maw,
Dooe,
OLIVIA.
FroMY—Friend to Olivia.
FPatay.
A Warr,
A WOMAN,
Neighbors, Minlsters, 0ffleera, Candidates for Africa, Medical Students,
Boys and Girls of Industrial School,



