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PREFACE. '

This work is mainly designed, as it title
implies, to_be a text-book for the advancement
of neophytes in the fascinating game of Chesa.
It will be observed, however, that in a large
mejority of the Openinga treated upon, they
are followed cut sa far as the first twelve
moves, according to the latest and best author-
ities; and in some inatances—notably in the
“Muzio,” *Centre™ and “Bieinitz" Gambits,
“Evans Declined,” eto.—the analysis of each
is sufficiently exhaustive $o furnish critical
information for more advanoed students, who
will find many improvements introduced on
the main lines of play given in Cook's
“Synopais,” the Author's “Theory of the Chess
Operninga” and “Msnual,” and the “ Iebrbuch
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des Bchachspiels,” and even in the German
“ Handbuch.”

In the preparation of this work the suthor
has availed himself of the latest analyses and
researches of Messrs, Bteinitz, Balvioli, Rosen-
thal, Berger, and othér eminent analysta.

Although there are a goodly number of
elementary works on this subject, the Author
modestly claims some additional merit for this
work, based npon a fair record of success in
Chess achievements, among which he szhmita
his winning the fifth prize in the London
“Vizayanagaram"” Tournament of twenty-six
competitors in 1883 ; the third prize, and also
the *“Brilliancy” prize, in the Anstralian
“ Mpnaters' Tonrnament™ at Adelaide in 1887;
the first prize in the “October Tourney " of
the Café de la Bégenoe, Paris, 1880 ; also twice
winner of the first prize in tournaments of the
Bydney (Australia} “School of Arte™ Chess
Club, 1886-7, eto., ete,
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THE

CHESS PLAYERS’ TEXT BOOK.

DESCRIPTION OF THE GAME.

Chess, the most intellectusl and fascinating of
games, is played by two opponents on a board
of sixty-four squares. The squares are colored
alternately white and black. The men are
thirty-two in number, one player having sixteen
white and his adversary sixteen black men. Of
these sixteen men eight are pieces and eight
Pawns on each side.
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