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PREFACE TO TIHE TFIRBRT EDITION,

THE present volume s a second instalmest of the commentary
vu Bt Paal's Epistles, of which 1 sketched a plan in the preface
to my edition of the Galatiang  Ab the ewme fime it ds in-
tended, like its prodecessor, 1o be eonplece io itself; so that
the plan, as a whole, mey be interrapted at any time withont
dotriment te tho parts,

Here again T have the pleasuze of repeating my obligations
Lo the stondoed works of reforenes, and to thiose commentators,
buth Foglish snd German, whese lobours oxtond over both Epi-
gtles amid to whom I belore ackuowlodged wmy delib of gravituede.
The special comimentarics on this cpistle are neither so nuwmne-
fous nor o tmpartant, a3 on the teeer,  The best, with which
I o gequainted, are those of Vaz Hengel, of Tilkiot, and of
Eadie ; but to these T am not conscios of any divest abligntion
which iz not peknowhodgsl it proper place, L have also
eongulted from time to tme sovern] ebhor mome o less importsot
works ow this epistle, which it will e nouesessiry to specify,
s they either Iny no claim o originelity or for other rossons

bavee furuiabiod oo mgterie] of which 1 eonld avail uayaodf,
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ke stlll o greatar grelification fo 1oe o renew my thanks
o persoril Tvicnds, whe live assisnal e witle thede sugoestions
e enrperlinge: §asd to one meee papecially whose nad lins Been
freely wiven in correcting tho proct-sheets of this volume
thronghont,

The Epistls te the Thilippians presents an easter tsk to an
editor than almest any of B Penl's Fipistes,  The reudings are
for thre most part obviose; an! caly ina few passages does he
meat with yery serions dificuldios of inserpretntion, 1 lowe
tnken wlventage of shis cirenmseones o introdnce some inves-
IFH—'ll‘Euhh Lluu'itlg on = Panl's E]-irﬂ][-a’. nnd on _ipin-'!ui'u’.', Chyis-
tianity generally, by which this volume is perhaps swcllen to an
imehue Tolk, but which wil? proparticully veliove it swecossors
Thue the disermation on the Clristsn ministry mizht well
have Leen Toft for another ceension: hot the mention of * bishops
and dupeans in the opening of thig Jideor forndshel o goold text
for the disenssion; and the Pastoml Fpistles, which deal moere
direetly with questions relating to the ministedal efice, will de-
tivred a0 el spued for tho aolacion ef otler difienlties, that it
seenuod advisable to auticipate amd dispose of this fmportant
subiject,

In the dissertation on 8t Pan’ and the Three,' attachod o
the Epiatle to the Galatizns, T endeavoursd to sketeh the atti-
twde of the Apostle towards Tudadzv oo Judale (listianity,
In the peesent volmuoe the disonasion o 96 Taal and Senees s
offered as nn attempt to weee the relagions of the Guspel 1o a
seooml form of veligions thooghi—the most fmposing . aysten
of beathen philosaphy wich which the Apeostle was bronght
tﬁﬁ:i:ﬂ.}' in eontagt. Jd onoa later ocension, if 1his commoentary
should ever Le extedod to {hio Epistle to the Colegsians, T hope
toadid yet o dhind elupder ta this history o so essay on * Chris-
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bianity and Coosis'  These mpy be eonsideral the three mogt

bmyportant types of degmacio and systematized eelighon (whethe
within or without the pale of Chrtarondom! with which 5t Paul
was confrontal,

Asowe lay down the Epistle to the Golitions and teke up
the BEpistle to the Philipping, we eanuot &l fo be sruck by
the contrast,  We have presed ot once from the most doomatio
to tho least degmatio of the Apotle’s letters, pnd the tmnsition
18 instructive.  IF iu the one the Gospes is presented inits op-
position to an indivilun) foaer of crvor, in the ether it appears
ps it de o itself, The dogoantic eloment o the Golatinns ia doe
o apecinl cireurnstances nand bosd o epesial elarsotor; while
on the other hand the Philippien Epistle moy be taken to e
hitat the novmnl type of the Apostle’s tesebing, when not detor-
mined aml lmiesd by fodividun] elrevmstonees, and thos to
present, the csrential subataneo of the Cospel,  Dogmatic forms
are the buttresses or the scaffulil-peles of the buililing, net the
bnilding itzelf,

But, if the Epatle ta the T'hilippiaes seeves o coreect . one
false coneeption of Christianity, M Js eczally impressive a3
proteat sl ancther.  In the nacsm? meaelion aeminsl cxeces
of dogma, there is o tendency o by the whele stress of the
Goepel on its ethical precepts. For instance men will often
tueatly asswme, aml even apenly nvow, that its kermel is contnined
in the Sermen on the Mennd, “This coneeption ey perhaps
geern marn healthy in it inopudee anld mare divsetly practies]
itg aim bat in fact 1t 8 ol less dongerons sven to morality iliag
the other: for, when the sourses of Ole aoe ot e strewm widl
sense bo flow,  Cortainly this = ook 5t Paul's 3lon of the Gospol
wa it appears in the Fpistle to the Philfippiass, Howe wonbil

learn whint e Leld eo be s cssenee, wo st aske ourselvey
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what is the significanse of such plieases as*1 desire you in the
boart of Jeaws Christ,” *Fo ome to Eve = Chriet,’ *Thet T may
know the power of Christ's vesurreetion *T have all strengih in
Ulrist that giveth we power”  Though the Goapel is capabla
of doetringl exposition, theugh it i eminently fortile in morsl
rosults, yed iy sulatanes i3 neither o dogmstic system nor an
ethienl emle, but o Perzou sud o Lifo,

Ty Conirer,
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