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TO
EMILIOC CASTELAR,
OF BPAIN:

ETATESMAN, HCHOLAE, AND OEATOR:
¥RIERD OF AMERIOA, OF LIBERTY, AND OF HUMAN FROGRESE;

THIE BOOE 18 RESFECTFULLY DEDICATED

BY TEE ATTHOR,

WITH THE EARNEST WIEH THAT HI8 ARDUOT2 EFFORTS POR THR

WELFARE OF HIA COURTHRY MAY ERELONG,

UADER THE SMILE OF HEAVES, BE ATTENDED WITH AN ABUNDANT

: AND GLOBIOUS HARVEBT.






AT g stated meeting of the New York Historical Society
beld in its Hall, on Tuesday evening,

The paper of the evening, entitled, * Tue HIsTORY OF
LiserTY,” wag read by Mr. John F. Aiken.

On its conclusion, the Rev. Samuel Osgood, D.D,, enb-
mitted the following reselntion, which was adopted :——

Resolved, That the thanks of the Socicty be presented to
Mr. Aiken for his intercsting paper, resd thiz evening, and
that & copy be requested for the archives of the Bociety.

[Extract from the minntss.]

AXDrEW WARKER,

Recording Sscretary.



* I saw the expectant natioos stand
To catch the coming k‘m—n in torm ;
[ saw from resdy beod to hand
The clear though straggling glory burm.

And oh | their joy aa It cama near,
"Twas in iteslf & Joy to ses,
‘When Fancy whispered in my ear,
That torch they pasa Is Liberty 1™
Maoons,

" Thou, too, 2ail on, O ship of Btate]
Bail on, O Union, strong and great,
Humanity, with all fts feara,

With all the hopea of future years,
In hangiog breathless on thy fate!

Ball on, nor fear to breast the sea!
Our bearta, our hopes, are all with thee,
Our henrts, cur hopes, our prayers, our tears,
Our faith triumphast ¢'er our fears,
Are all with thea,—are all with thea!”
LOoNGFELLOW.



PREFACE.

It is now an acknowledged fact that nowhere
among all the nations is there so great a degree of
liberty as in the United States. To say this is not
to speak boastingly, but truthfully, of our country.
Yet this is the result of centuries of trial and expe-
rience, for all the conflicts against tyranny in Europe,
whether successful or unsuecessful, have been prepar-
ing the way for the growth of # the fair consummate
flower " of freedom upon this Western Continent,
which shall shed its fragranee over the world.

In the following pages I have endeavored to show
the varions experiences throngh which different na-
tions have passed where freedom has struggled for
development ; how great eras have powerfully affected
the condition of the world, especially the Christian
ers, and the era of the Reformation, and also the in-
fluence of great and successful wars for human rights
upon gseveral nations ;

That the fierce struggle in the Netherlands for



