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A PRIMER O ASSYRIOLOGY

CHAFTER I
THE COUNTRY AND ITS PECPLE

Geography.—The civilizations of Babylonia and
Assyria grew up on the banks ef the Tigris and
Euphrates, The Tigris was cafled Idikna and Idikla
in the Bumerian gr primitive language of Babylonia,
from which the Semites formed the name Idiklat, hy
means of the feminine suffix -4 Lo later times the
name was shortened into Diklat, and finatly assimilated
by the Persians to the word Tigra, which in their
language signified ‘an amow. It is from Tigra that
the classical name Tigris 5 derived. In Genesis
{(il. 14), however, the ancient name Idikla, there
written Hiddekel, is stll preserved. The Euphrates
was called Pura-nun, or ‘great water,’ in Sumerian,



