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Tue following Tract is an enlarzement of the prinmeipal
portion of an acconnt which 1 propase to .gi\ra of Porx, in
Poety and Ferse Writers, from Chavcer fo Pope: new Facls
in their Hislory—ahould the public curiosity respecting them
call for the publication of what I ]:zn.:e collected and written.

OoToBEEE 26, 1857,



POPE:
HIS DEICENT AND FAMILY CONNECTIONS.

—

Two persons of noble birth, who thoughl themeolves insulted
io the * Imitption of the Firet of the Beecond Book of the
Batires of Horace," retorted upon the Foet with a severity
not wholly undeserved. Unlike Tope, who hed dismissed
them both in & line or two, they composed their attacks very
elahorately, seeling cut everything that sonld offend him,—
defects for which he mmat be held responsible, snd those for
which no man can justly be 3o held,
One of these latier puints was, want of dirfh.  The lines,
Whilst vome thy erabbad numbers pan etidiire,
Hard aa thy beart, snd oo 6y Mrdd obionre,
sre attriboted to the Lady Mary Wortley Montagae; but
Jobnson assigms them to Lord Hervey! whe attacked Pope
in another poemn, in which he makes it a charge that he was

! Yobmeon ia probably in the wrong, They are printed ss Lndy
Mary's in the colletion entitled The Postioal Works of the Right
Honowrabls Lady M—y Wy M-—s, Dublin: 12rm0, 1788, p. 28.

Xt is rather remarkable that we shoald fed o privete dosumenis
two ladise whoem Pope hed made the subject of his sererest satirs,
both manifreting curiosity about the contents of his will, Xady
Hervay (Mary Lepell) writes on the Sith July, 1744, reepecting
one clawse in ity buot she writes derkly, and the editor of her Letters

bas not clesred awnay the obscarity. Lady Mary's cuvicedty is ex-
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a hatter's son, and insuits him on the score of the meanness
of his family.

These allasions to his origin sesm to have galled the Poet
more than auything else that was szid of him.  He was then
living in what is called high society, and it was of some im-
portance to him not io he thought meanly bred. Three
courses were open to bim. He might bave assumed to pass
over the charge as noworthy his notice: be might have claimed
it a3 a merit to have surpassed bis ancestors, and risen to dis-
tinction by his own genius, © out of himself deawing his web;”
or he might deny the charge nltogether. He adopted the last
of these conrses, and in this be acted wiscly and honostly.

prossed in lettirs perhaps not so wall known | st Jeast I aopy from
the originals. They sra addressed to her intimate frimd the Commtesa
of Oxford.—* Avégman, Aug. 10, 1744 —1T hear thet Popa 18 deed,
but aupposa it ia & mistake, sinoe your Ladyship has never mentiened
ik, If it ia sp, [ have soma emall meriasity for the dliposition of his
affairg, and ta whom he has Iaff the enjeyment of his prstty Fouse at
Twict'nem, which was in hie power to dispose of foy ouly one year
sfter hie deoeass’’  Agnin i —' Awighos, Opl. 15.—1 nm surprised
Lord Borlington ia unmentionad in Fope's will. On the whole, it
sppeats to e more tessottabls and les vain then I sxpocted from
him." It was frow Lady Oxford that she had recedved s copy af the
will. In snother lettor (oot of thin series} Tady Mary spoaks of
haring converted an old ruined windmill én the heights of Avignon
into & belveders, from which shic says there was commanded the
finest land proapsot ahe had ever spea ; shen respllecting what were
perhaps the happriest months of hee Life (for her happiness i to be
counbed by monthis, vob yearn), abe adds, ©* except Wharneliffe.” This
“ balvedoro™ must have besn on the hill en which etill stand the
oathedral and tha Fope'a palace, now barvecks. The prospect, though
mtgnificint, dots nob naturally yocal the forwets aud moors of Whern-
cliff.  No trapes of the " belvedorn™ arn discoverabls,
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When a defence against such a charge is ondertaken, there
ia an advantage in the difficulty of definiag that reslly unde-
finable quality called birtk. There is an abeointe, and a rele-
tie, want of it. A rich mercantile family may be & good
family when compared with persone of the same class whe
have been less snooessful than thoy ; & family owning a good
estate in the country ia & good family armonget the neighbours;
a race of persons eminent in any of the professicos may be
called & good family. But place these by the side of the
ancient aristocracy of the oountry, whoe have maintained this
position for centuries, and what are they? and let persons
even of acknowledged amiiquity end elevation be bronght into
the company of kings and emperors, or evem of the great
families of the Continent, and they lose something of their
lustre :—

A deputy shines bright sa doth u king
Until n Kng ba by,

Undoubtedly, Pope comld not in this reapect compare him-
solf with the Plerepointe snd the Herveys: and fo them hin
birth would nesessarily appesr obsoure, if they thought at all
about if, and chose to take the unkinder view. Bot Pope
knew fhat what waoa refafively true might be afsoludely untrue.
He therefors took the first opportonity of cleiming publicly
what in his opinion belonged to him.

In the Epirlle fo Db, Arbutinod, which was written early
in 1783, he speaks of his hirth thus . —

OF genils blood {part shed in honous's conss,

While yet in Britain honour had spplansa)

Fach porest sprung—
Then follows his touching notise of his father, and of his
mother (who was then living, in her ninsty-third year), not
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the less gennine for being written i imitstion of Horace.
They ars handed down for ever as people of

Unapotted namos, and venseabls long,
1f there be force im virtus or in song.

To these lines this note is eppended :—* Mr. Pope’s father
was of a gentleman’s family in Oufordshire, the bead of which
was the Hart of Downe, whose eole heiress married the Earl
of Lindsey, His mother was the dooghter of William
Turner, Fog., of York : she had three brothers, one of whom
wss killed, another died, in the servics of King Charles ; the
eldest following his fortunes, and becoming a general officer
in Bpain, left her what estate remained after the sequestrations
end forfeiturea of her farnily,"

In his mors formal reply to his nobls assailant, he says that
his fulher was a youoger brother,—* that he was oo mechamic
{(neither a hatter, nor, which mizht pleass your Lordship yet
better, a cobler), but in tmth of & very honourable family,
and my mother of an waciont one.™

Et happened that while this subject was fresh in the public
mind, smd within & very few weeke affer he bhad finished Ius
Epistle bo Dr. Arbudfnal, the death of his mother cccurred.
This gave him & fair oeeasion of publiely rsserting his claim to
a good position in reapect of birth. Accordingly, the following
notice, which appested in the Genilemon's Magasine for June
1783, we cannct doubt came from himself :—" June B,  Dhed
Mra. Editha Pope, aged 23, the last survivor of the children
of Willism Turner, of Tork, Feq., who, by Thomasine Newton,
his wife, had foarteen daughters and three sons, twoof which
died in the Eing's service in the Civil Wars, and the eldest
retired into Spain, where he died o gencral officer.”




