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The portion of the estate of the College of California, for the
improvement of which a plan is required, lies immediately below
the steep declivities of the coast range, north and enst of that which
has already been laid ont in rectangular blocke and streets, and sold
in village honse lots by the Trustees. No change is propesed to
be made in the existing pnblic roads and strests, with which, there-
fore, any improvements to be made are required tn be econveniently
ussocinted.

When I first visited the groun& at your request, it was proposed
that the buildings to be erected for the Institution should be placed
upon & site whick looked down upon the surrounding country on
every side excoept that which would be to their rear, and that the
remainder of the property should be formed mtn 8 Pr:!rﬁ: for which
it waa desired that I should furnizh a plan.

After some preliminary study, I advised you that whatever advan-
tages such an sarrangement might have in a different climate and
soil, it would in my judgment be insppropriate to your site and
inconvenient to your purposes, while it would permanently entail
burdensome expenses npon your inetitution.

My objections to the original project having been deemed conclu
sive, I was requested to review the whole question of the placing of
the College buildings and the dispositioh to be made of the tract
within which it had been determined that a sitvation for them
shonld be selected. The general conclusions to which I wae bronght
by this review having been verbally presented to your Committee, 1
was instructed to draft a plan in accordance with them. This I have
done, and in the present report I have to show how this plan is
adapted to serve the main purposes of your corporation, as well as
some others of public interest.
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The question as to the local elreumstances that would be most favor-
able to the attainment of the objects of a College, is mainly & ques-
tion of adjustment between a suitable degree of seclusion and a enit-
uble degree of gsgociation with the active life of that part of the
world not given to the pursuits of scholurs, The organic error in this
respect of the institutions of the middle ages and the barrenness of
monastic study in the present day, is too apparent to be disregarded.
Secholars should be prepared to lead, not to follow reluctantly after,

advancing line of civilization, To be qualified as leaders they
muet have an intelligent appreciation of and sympathy with the real
life of civilization, and this can only be acquired through a familiarity
with the higher and more characteristic forms in which it is devel-
oped. For this reason it js desirable that scholars, at least during

e period of life in which character is most easily monlded, should

surrounded by manifestatiens of refined domestic life, these being

nquestionably the ripest and best fruits of civilization. It is alse

esirable. that they should be free to uee at frequent intervals those
opportunities of enjoying treasures of art which are generally found
in large towns end seldom elsewhere.

Such is the argument against o completely rural situation for a
College.

On the other hand, the lLieated, noisy life of a large town is cbvi-
ously not fuvorable to the formation of habits of methodical schelar-
ship. -

The locality which you have eelected is presumed to be judiciously
vhosen n respect to its proximity to San Francisco. Althongh it
has the advantage of being close by o large town, however, the
vicinity is nevertheless as yet not merely in a roral bot & ecompletely
rostic and almest uninhajited condition, two small families of farmers
only having an established home within half a mile of it. Thie is
its chief defect, and the first requirement of a plan for its improve-
ment is that it shonld present snflicient inducements to the formation
of 2 zeigbborhood of refined and elogant homes in the immediate
vicinity of the principal College baildings,

The second requirement of a plan, is that, while presenting advan-

ages for scholarly and domestie life, it shall not be calenlated to
draw noisy and disturbing commerce to the neighborbeod, or any
thing else which would destroy its general tranguility,

The third requirement of & plan is, that it shall adit of the
erection of all the buildings, the need of which for college duties
can be distimetly foreseen, in eonvenient and dignified positions,
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and leave free o sufiicient space of ground for such additional build-
ings as experience may hereafter sugpest, as well as for exercise
grounds, gardens, &e,

I proceed to a consideration of the means of meeting the first of
these requirements.

Ban Francisco is go sitnated with regard to the commercial demands
of varions bodies of the human race, that it may be adopted as one
of the elements of the problem to basolved, that many men will gain
wealth there, that the number of such men will be constantly in-
creasing for a long time to come, and that a large number of resi:
dencea will be needed for these snited to a family life in accordance
with & high scale of civilized requirements. If these regnirements
ean bu more eémpletely satlefled in the neighborhood of the eollege
than elsewhere, it may be reasonably anticipated that it will eventu-
ally be occupied by snch a class as is desired,

‘We have to consider then, what these requirements are, and
whether, by any arrangements you can mske or initiate, they may
be provided forin an cepecially completo way, on the property
which you have tu dispose of,

Wa shall gain but Little light in this matter, by studying the prac-
tice of those who have liad it in their power to choose the circumn-
stances of their residence, the difference in this respect being very
great, and leading to no clear, geueral conclusions, Some, for
inetance, ns soon as they are able to withdraw from the active and
regular pnrsnit of their business in towns, seem to have cared for |
nothing but to go far away from their filends, and to rid themaelves
of the refinements of life and the varions civilized comforts to which
they have been previonsly accustomed. Others can only make a
choice among lofty stractures, the windows of which look out on
buey etreets, so that the roar of toiling, pnebing crowds, is never
cscaped from, while for any enjoyment of nataral beanty, the ocen-
pants might as well be confined in a prison.

In England, the prevailing fushion of wealthy men for seversl
centuries, has been to baild great stacks of buildings, more nearly
represented by some of our hotels, than anything else we have,
and to place these in the most isolated positions possible, in the
midst of large domaine, with every sign of homan surroundings not
in a condition of servility or of ftiendly obligation to themselves,
carefully obliterated or planted out,

This fashion, growing as it doubtless has, ont of a conservativa dis-




