UNDER THE GREENWOOD
TREE. A PURAL PAINTING
OF THE DUTCH SCHOOL



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649727209

Under the Greenwood Tree. A Pural Painting of the Dutch School by Thomas Hardy

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOMAS HARDY

UNDER THE GREENWOOD
TREE. A PURAL PAINTING
OF THE DUTCH SCHOOL

ﬁTrieste






UNDER THE
GREENWOOD TREE



UNDER THE
GREENWOOD TREE

A RURAL PAINTING OF THE
DUTCH 5CHOGOL

BY

THOMAS HARDY

AUTHOR OF “"FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD,” ETC,

FINE-PAPER EINTION

LONDON

CHATTO & WINDUS
1902



CONTENTS

PART 1
WINTER

CHAP. FAGE
I. MELISTOCK LANE . . ] . . ; ; 3
it. THE TRANTER'S , ] ' ; - . . . 7
IIl. THE ASSEMBLED CHOIR . ; . . . . 15
I¥V. GOING THE ROUNDS ; " . " . ' 23
¥. THE LISTENERS . . . . 5 ; . ' 0
V1. CHRISTMAS MORNING i . . . . " 36
¥vil. THE TRANTER'S PARTY ; . s " . . 44
Viil. THEY DANCE MORE WILDLY . ; . . . g2
15X DICK CALL: AT THE SCHOOL . N 5 . B2

PART 11

SPRING

1. PASSING BY THE SCHOOL . & 1 . . . 67
1L A MEETING OF THE CHOIE " § . . . (%)
Ii. A TURN I[N THE DISCUSSION . . . . . Th
I¥. THE INTERVIEW WITH THE VICAR . ‘ . . 79
V. RETURNING HOMEWARD . . " . « OI
VI. YALBURY WOOD AND THE KEEPEKR'S HOUSE . . e
. lob

¥il. DICK MAKES HIMSELF USEFUL. . .

¥ili. DICKE MEETS HIS FATHER . " . . .
¥ii

irz



viil CONTENTS

PART 111
SUMMER

CHAT,
I. DRIVING OUT OF BUDMOUTH

1. FARTHER ALOWG THE ROAN
ITI. A CONFESEION . :
v, AN ARRANGEMENT . '

FART IV
AUTUMN

I. GOING NUTTING . i -

1I. HONEV-TAKING, AND AFTERWARDS
IIl. FANCY IN THE RAIN . .

I¥v. THE SPFELL . F :

V. AFTER GAINING HER POINT

Vi, INTD TEMPTATION B ' i
VIL A CRISIS ! !

PART V
CONCLUSION

I. "THE ENOT THERE'S NO UNTYINGY
il, UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE

-

rAGH
121
I2g
136
141

149 .
156
lﬁf
171
e i}
181
L8y

195
209



PART I

WINTER







UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE

CHAPTER 1
MELLSTOCK LANE

To dweilers in a wood, almost every species of tree has its
voice as well as its feature. At the passing of the breeze,
the fir-trees sob and moan no less distinctly than they rock ;
the holly whistles as it battles with itself; the ash hisses
amid its quiverings; the beech rustles while its flat boughs
rise and fall And winter, which modifies the note of such
trees as shed their leaves, does not destroy its individuality,

On a cold and starry Christmas eve, less than a generation
ago, a man was passing along a lane in the darkness of a
plantation that whispered thus distinctively to his intelligence,
All the evidences of his nature were those afforded by the
spirit of bis footsteps, which succeeded each other lightly
and quickly, and by the liveliness of his voice as he sang
in a roral cadence :—

“With the rose and the lily
And the dafledowndilly,
The lads and the lasses a-sheep-shearing go,”

The lonely lane he was following connected the hamlets
of Melistock and Lewgate, and to his eyes, casually glancing
upward, the silver and black-stemmed birches with their
characteristic tufts, the pale grey boughs of oak, the dark
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