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SURPASSING GLORY AND
SURPASSING POWER.

2 Com. iil. T—iv. 0.

THERE i8 a great contrast introduced, in
this third chapter, between the ministry
which had its day on this earth and that
ministry which is now in progress, and, I
mey 8ay, very near its close. It is of im-
portance to understand what is the charac-
ter and nature of these two ministries.
"They are in complete contrast, the former
not answering in any measure to the latter.
There is a distinct and definite ministry
from heaven at this present moment, which
has for its object a formative character
B
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in God's people. There are two things
that stand out very prominently indeed in
this ministry in contrast with the former
ministry; and when I speak of that, of
course I refer to that which was instituted
on this earth at Mount Sinai, given to
Moses with a distinct and highly definite
purpose of God in it. These two things
which mark the present ministry from
the heavens are quite apart from, and not
to be found in, the ministry from Sinai.
They are spoken of in this third chapter,
and cannot have escaped your attention:
they are hberty and a jformative efficiency.
These are the great characteristics of the
present ministry. I will speak presently of
what the purpose of God is with respect to
the character which this is intended to pro-
duce in God’s people; but these are the two
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great features of it: liberty in contrast
with bondage, and a formative power in
contrast with the entire absence of any-
thing of the kind in the ministry from
Sinai.

To be simple about it: when the ministry
of Sinai came it was embodied in the ten
commandments, which were written upon
tables of stone, and were given by God in
the character of one who was making a
demand upon man as he was, he being in-
competent to answer it. That was the
special characteristic of it. It was God
demanding; God come to look for that
which man had not to give. He looked,
for instance, for righteousness, but man
had none; He looked for a character suit-
able to Himself in the then revelation of
His character, but man had not that suita-



