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OPINIONS OF THE BRITISH PRESS.

It &5 said o be well 1o see ourselves as olhers see uz,"

Reviews anid other

press notices commonly result in showing thal cihers see you in o bewllderment

of different lights aml from many points of view,

Here are parts of several

gritical articles which reached the author of Cypress Teach very soon alter the
first publication of Lhis book in London.  Owe, the best in every way, is given
full length, The veader will find it easy to skip the double columns if they weary

him,

There is undoubtedly very consider
ahle power in Cppress Segel—ill-vemu.
Iated power, perhapa, b gl frois
unmistalably there. It iz a stopy of
Wife om coe of the American Southern
horder States, and the writer seems to
have equal skill over character os in
descripaion of scenery, He hos n strong
sense af hoth humor apd pathos, and,
althowgh there B unevenness of exeeu.
tion, we ean pardon this where there s
ao much promise snoother respects.—
AcapeMy, Loxnox,

Ii 15 intereding eoough in (s mate-
rials o have oconpied two ordinary
voitnmes of ficthon.—ATHEREUM, LoN-
1N,

The scene, per=ofinges, and, it may

"abso be =aid, the style of Mr, Tabeock's
slory, Cppeess Heacd areentively Ameri-
can, mmil they beleng to s type of Trans-
attantic fietion which will he unfamiliar
br sk Eoghish readers. Mr Babenck
s ek wanting in boldness of concep-
tion, and his method of treatment s
correspondingly  broad  and
£ = % The action of the sory 15 =0
hurried and crowded that the reader
finds difficuliy in keeping pace with it,
# % %= There are clevernets and
Vigor in iL—5CoTsMAN, EDINBURGLH,

It s impossible (oo mistake Ceprens
Beacd Tor anything else than Amernican
in urigin, and, indeed, owr insalar
vivws of propriety and fer comséaances
pelel apainsl any sugpestion that an

1

sketchy,

Fnglish  yonng lady of respectable
position could fidd berselfl =0 unforio-
malely situated ag did the very charming
and independent damsel of this dory.
Mr. Roger Armstrong and the young
gadlant, Cowsin Prince, are admirabile
porimaits of Southern gentlemen, il of
podile i padse, impetuans, ot the souls
of honor and geteresity,  Utterly dis-
believing 25 we dain the existence of
poy such noxiows power of one individ-
ual over snother az s here represented,
we merely sate the plot of this wild
rainanee withounl according 1t the slight-
esl approval.  Vamper almests succeeds
in o vile oftempl w0 carmy Jessica away
with him.  This  improbable  stoey
Inuches upon topics innumernhle, glanc.
fng lightly over the question of freed
negroes i their social and politicel re-
lntion to the United States, the labor
question, and others,  Thisstory strikes
ut as breing of doobtful otility, even if
barmless.—LITERARY WORLD, Lex.
THIN,

Most novel-readers exclaim  with
tlanche Artory, Il me fawt des emo-
tions 1" And however reprehensibile
the croving moy have heen in ' that
heartless young {ul}'—whusc cmotions
were supposed to be caused hy renlities,
amil  were, nevertheless, mere  shams
that Nare-up vehemently fur an instani,
anid then subside to give place to the
next—ryet il is evidently a very different
matter i regand o emotions which eon
only be unrenl inasmuch as they are
dependent solely upon the fuss, sound,
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denizens

and fury of a world whase
creations

and events are knewn to be
of fancy, It is, (herefore, with no
thought of censpre thar we attribute
Mizs Amory’s sentiment o our readers,
and give them the comifortable assur-
ance that the author of the Look now
to be considered iz net one of those
who treat the aforessid innocent desire
as a thing to be ignored and snobbed if
possible,  Crpress Feaek ocoupies only
twe extremely thin volumes of abom
200 pages ench; buot there is in that
small space sufficient nuilerial to have
been cxpanded easily into much lorger
proporiions. Itis a tale of the labaor
revalt it America in 5877, and, il o first
performance, 35 o book Lo raise high
expectation as to the mnk which s
writer will berealter loke amongst dov-
elisms.  That it shonld be skeichy is an
almost nevitalile consequence of the
smnll compess which Timis s full de-
velopment, ol though the piciore
may not bhe o complete one, yet the
strokes that cutline . are broad and
vigorons | thongh the Apones make but
o brief stay on the stage, yet their ap-
pesrance prodaces a vivid impression
on the speciators; and Mr, Haboock
shows himsell capable both of foreible
conceplions and also of casstic hamaor,

The teeo mest siriking choracters may,
not inaptly, be compared o St Ceorge
and the Dmagon,—ior cue of them is 2
sort of hidesus and fonl meral repuile,
lenving o poiscncus trail on wharever it
comes in conlact with & and 1he cther iz
s valisnt and chivalrous gentleman, who
fights the moanster in order to defiver o
falr lady from irs leathsome clutches,
Vamiper, as the human deagon s ealled
{ vome whese similarity 1o vampire
seemis (o indicate the propensities of its
Bemrer |, is o truly Mephistophelian, and
i somg ways uninue specimen of a vils
lain.  An agitator iy prolession, his life
s q perpeiual stering-up of strife and
flitting feom place 1o place to crpanize
and wake proht out of turbulence and
discontent, wherever they may he found.
Thus at one time he i at Washington
pracli=ing extortions amengst the Con-
ITEERIEL, anid mL"E[:IJ'lg any nlti.'mpt al
resistance with tho regreetiul ihguiry,
S lfwst 1 then play Locifer amongy your

constituents ™ folluwed Ly o meditative
remark of, ©1 Fée to play Lucifer.'
And at another time he i in the conntry
inciting the free negroes to make war
npon capital, thoogh, a5 be says with
eynical frankness, *What in Tophet do
I care for these dogs of laboress?
want an office.”  Delighting in evil for
its own sake, he is himgell o very in-
carnation of ity yet in him the protesque
clement is o cunningly blended with
what is repulsive, that the reader is
amused at his qunint faniasticality even
whilst shuddermg at hiz wickedness,
and it almost seems as iF he must have
regarded ex{stence from firsi to last asa
sort of infernel proctical joke, Mot
enly s he endowed with abondanee of
Lrning and energy, bt also with grea
mesmerle power, by means of which he
enghralls. the heroine.  Hence the ne-
cessity of n 5t George, 2 gallant Enight
to beeak the spell: and Hawlksley, who
[Flay that part, and iz s model of chival-
riis honor, valor and loyalty, seems
rather o belong to some medinval po-
mance than 1o a niveteenth-century
novel.  Prowd, loving, true 1o the back-
Lane, nnyielding, aristocratic, clinging
looold beliefs and ways, hating the ad-
voates of anti-stavery with a holy and
scornful hatred, he s 2 man oot de-
void of sympathies troly, but with a
deal of frou in his convictions and his
methods of enforcing them, an exalied
theory of what was due to himsell, and
hardly more than an incidental estimate
of the value of human life"  His sole
iden of argument & the revolver, to
which he has recourse on all recasions
without the fafntest distrust of {15 uni-
versal efficney and applicability,  And
(hi= prim teait, joined to the firm and
undoobting Gith with which he believes
in the abeolute fighleouspess of all his
apininns, makes one fancy bim to have
been cast in something e same mould
ae that Walton, nephew of Cramwell's,
whe fell at Marston Moor, and whose
cne regretin dying was “ that Gl had
it sffered lim to be oy more the exe.
cutioner of his enemics.”  Adwogedher,
Huwksley's character is that of o slem,
Tsugt mobile, high-principled, and koightly
pentleman, in whom bs shown how Bar-
rovw-mindedness and prejudice ore beai-
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tful when they spring from and src
insgparably connected with  unselfish
I m . courage, love of honor, and
Fge]ity tn principle.

A complete contrast to this unbenid-
ing and bigotedly faithfal natare, o
whim  its convictions are far dearer
than life, is presented by that of the
heroine’s other sulter, e is a type of
modern, sasy-going  nonchalanoe, laey,
kindly, sceptical, incapable of carnest
purpose, toking iife lghily and Jest-
ingly, and never approaching nearer ta
any kind of definlte elicl than an ides
that “=ome ald and setiled things really
seemetd os though they might Te Beft
without periodicn] investigation and re-
adjstment. The damse] for whike
pood graces these twao camdidates con-
tend 15, it must be confessed, o rather
disappointing  little  personnge,—on-
quettish, voiatile, helpless, weakly im-
pressionabile, aml quile wnworthy of,
and incepable of nghtly apprecating,
the vnchanging devation of Hawlksley,
She is always ruled by the caprice and
impalse of the moment; has not the
steength of mind to try and break her
awn fetters and raise a fingér to defend
hersell from the deadly  peril which,
nevertheless, she sees and dreads; s
hardly grateful to her champioa and

-
=

deliverer; B genemlly chifdish and
silly; and ahogether pives an unsmlis-
fuctory feeling that she in 0o way de-
served the homage she received or (he
final happriness assigned to her,  Barly
in the story, an ill-omened ring s -
terduced and a bundle of hidden ol
popers dipoverel, with as monch  pomp
and gircwmstance as though they were
dextimed 10 play a2 prooanest ]|mrt in
subsenu ot events and give a fTavor of
supernaturalism.  Mothing  particular
comes of them after all, however, so
that ome &5 inelined 1o imagine (he
author may have changed his oripinal
intention in the middle of his wark,
without heading the weakening  of
dpructuve which woull natweally resul|
from such alterations. 1ot be thay as
it may, there fsart and power enoggh
in Crpecss Heweh to make it interesting
and atractive independently of  the
pla.  Asud though it is rarely thar
reviews complaing of a hoole for ton
great brevily, we close this ome with
n sincere resrer that Mro Fabeock
should not have allowed himsell rocm
ta pive fuller expression aml develap.
ment o the conceptions that accupled
haz brain when he wrote.—SpEcTaTOR,
Loxpox,
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PREFACE.

Now a preface is a thing of many uses, It may serve to
convey a man’s ideas of most problems in the universe; but
I prefer to reserve the main body of my text for that, and even
then there is generally something left over. It may be in itscli
a delicate and original piece of art in the humorous vein —if
one were only a Nathaniel Hawthorne to makeit so.  Or it may
turn benevolent and save the * chorus of indolent reviewers”
all trouble of leoking farther.

It certainly did seem to me when once upon a time 1 set
before the public an unpretending structure of verses, that in
some way [ had made the vestibule too seductive. Most of
my newspaper friends who did not devote their energy to
contradicting each other were well content to lie down in it,
after the fashion of a man coming home very late indeed to a
doubtfu!l welcome. Any foot-rug of a guotation from my
preliminary prose would serve them for a covering. But this
was long ago, and there were things in that poetry which may
have merited worse treatment.

However that may be, 1 wish to have the present story
read, a little of it at any rate—and it is not very long—even
by the running journalist. It probably will not hurt him;
for 1 know well the capabilities of that tribe, having sinned
and suffered in my time, as one of them, although not for long,
And “an enduring mind have the, destinies appointed to the
children of men."

For this present I have in view nothing worse than a brief
cxplanatory chat with my hypothetical readers that are to be.
My American readers, for the book, first published in England



