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ANABAPTISA :

I,

TIIE SECT OF THO2E YULGARLY CALLED

BATTISTE.

CHAPTER L

Trere wers, a5 deseribed 1n the first voluma,
two great streams of schism Lursting the har
vievs of the pgreat ziver of Canmr's Holy
Cathobie Choveh,  The one was elagsed onder
the venersl onme of Predwierianism, 1. e, the
government of a eommunaity by Treshyters,
exclosive of $he ecpiscopal oflice: the other
wasz classed under the renevnl nome of Congrega-
tionafism, e, the pszembline tozether in con-
erecations, which shoall be independent of each
other, Thesa two classes of religiomste agree
together so far ag they vejoet the office and govern-
ment of Dishops; bui they differ in that the
former maiptains tie necessicy of upicen with
each otlier iu & joint corporate bedy, with com-
YOL. L1, B
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mon Inwa for the reeulation of all; while the
Intter hold= thet no uniot is peecssary further
ilien in epell separate econgrecation in each
separate place, Doth theee principles scem to
have taken their riee ot the fime of the Te-
' formation, iw,, about three linmdred vesrs ago,
but quite irrespective of cach other,  They both
geem the offspring of the same cvil mother, aod
thongh diffeving 1o detail, yet mnnifest the zame
spirit.  The Clureh and Ley teaching—the au-
thority of ages, and the traditions of antiguity,
are nothing in the eves of men when once self-
knowledze and self-seeking sway the jndgment,
and every man relies vpon Limsell, The lustory
into which we aze abont to ooter, will elearly
minifest thiz melancholy trutl.

The megniug of the word “ daabapiisz " 1z this
—aone wha bapkizes o geeond thne. 16 18 derived
from two Greek words—Samritw, to baplize, and
avg, Whiell sighifics * over again.” Dot of the
gect now remainimyr in Fngland peefor to take to
themselves the nane of Daplist, on aceount of
the odious and diegraceful lustory which belonos
to the oviginal yrofessors of their erced ; Lol
while the wond # dwebaptist™ has o distinet and
proper referenee to the opinions wlich it means
to roprezent, tho word ¢ Daptist " would appear
te convey the very eonfrary—I[lor the latter wonld
be equally appheable to the Clureh of Bogland,
the Clurch of Llome, the Wesleynua, the Inde-
pendents, and indeed all other coppuuities—{for
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all hold it necessary to baptize. Thus 8. Joln is
cnlled * The Daptist,” beeause he baptized ; aod
we shonld Te very nuwilling to lose the ides that
we were following the precept of our Loan, when
He told us to go aud *lLaptize all notions.”
Baptism is the distinetive baize enid mark of o
Christinns, We are all Daptists,  Dut the very
pomnt of distinetion awd cading off from the
ereat body of the Clwreh in the sect I am now
deseriling iz, that they baphize aver again—which
1o other Chyistiang ever do. If one entors into
this commumnity flready Laptized ns an infont,
they baptize sach an one over poain, passing by
and iguoring the fact of aav other bejtism than
their own., Hence, Axa-baptist is the proper
word by whicht they showil be described, as mark-
ing the essence of their hevesy, :
The origin of tho Anabaptizts iz very obseure.
There scem to have been, even prior to the time
of Lmther, various opiniens concerning Church
government nnd Chorch -docirine, which were
bidden and kept secret for want of power openly
to manifest thern, principally in Bohemia, Moravin,
Switzerland, and Germeny.  When Linther toolk
the load, and Loldly pszerted the vight of private
Jndgment against the Bishop of Rome, and when
the political diremmstancees of the Princes of
Germany induesd them to & preat extent to take
his side—then these other religious opivions found
thewr vent ; and {heve started up in variens quar-
ters, men of vigour aud euthuaigsm, who wera
B2
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rendy, ns well 28 Luther Limself, to dare all and
to suffer all for the opivions which they Leld.
Among these opinionz wng the one in quesiion,
namely that Infand Daptism wasg contrary to the
Holy Beriptures, and that none shonlil Le bantized
but adults, and following therempon, the neeessity
of Adult Daptism and that alopg——and following
therenyon acain, the neceesity of re-haptizing al
as adolts, althongh proviously baptized as infants.
And among the several leaders who nppearsd in
the shaping and guidaree of this eninion, was one
Menno—and from him the seet has penerally
been denominated Menncnites, as well as Ana-
baptists,

Whother the religiens opinions of these men
degencrated inbo political hostility to the estab-
lished govermments of their several countries ; ox
whether the original moverent of their minds
wna politieal, and they aszomed the oarh of
veligion to eover their nlterior desizms of disaffoe-
ticn and eebellion, it wenld be diffienlt to eay;
bat certnin it is, that combinaed with the rise of
Anabaptism is tho bhistory of perhinpa the greatest
and most furiovs of yebellions fnnntieism which
which 18 on record. The views which the first
Anabaptists put forth were these j—they supposod
that the time was eome whon Gop Himself would
inspire the hearts of wen nand asseme o kingdom
of religion upon earth—that the Choveh was to
be restored to ite pristine power nod purity—that
Canisr our Lowop would reign alone, and govern
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the nations of the eartli; sud the Divine power
to work mivacles would be conveved to ileir
leaders, for the purpesa of brigming these glovious
events to completion. In the year 1551, theiw
prineipal chiefs wera Thomas Minzer, Mark
Stibuer, ol Niclhielas Btorch. They gathered
together great muoltitudes of peopls, intdamed
them by publie Lharanguee, roconuted o them
prophetic visions, and disturbed all notions cof
the government bothh of Clurch and State by
geditions  diseomrzes.  They onpounced sudden
destruction to all civil magistrates, proclaimed
umversal equality, and set op the standard of
individual liberty, Loth in epinion and in net.
Even the most moderate, pnd those who did in
some degroe raject the extreme fanaticism of the
multitnde, yet pub forth the following tenets,
which may be taken pa o fnir expozition of their
move delilerate views, strangely mixing, as will
be pereeived, the politieal with thie veligicus, They
held—

1. That the Cliureh of Carist ought fo bo free
from all sin.

2. That a corumunity of goods and union and
equality should be introduecil,

8. That all usury, tithes, and tributes, should
be abolished.

4. That the baptism of infants was the invention
of the davil.

6. That all Christians had a right to aet as
tenchiers.
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Cu

G, That the Cloistinn Clinrel: bad no veed of
special Ministers or teacliors,

7. That there was no peeld, snder the reign of
Cremst, of any eivil mogietrates,

8. 1t Goo made kuown His Will by dreams
and visions.

Tt wonld of comrae follow that pessons embrae-
ing suel tenets as theze, nnd filled with religions
excitement by nnserapnlons leaders, wonld seon
be guilty of violenee i their propagation.  Ae
cordinely the firet tlung we hear of 18, that Miinzer
anil his assoeintog baving eollected n large anay
from among fhe eredulons populace thronghont
Bualia, Franeonia, and Baxony, peeclaimed war
apainst all eivil government, nsserticg that Carze
alone shoulil reign. 1t did not last for any length
of time—Miinzer, the fivebrand of sedition, was
puh to deatl, and his rebelliony aviey destroyed
by the Elector of Brxony,

Bt the fanaticismn sprend nnd filled sll Ger-
many with blood.  Bowie wore put to deatl as
vebels, gome as hievetice,  The mest horeid erines
were committed Dy men who joined the ranks of
the relivionists for no ollier puspose hut their
own wickeduess ; while, ab the asace time, many
mnoeent persans suffered for the maintenanee of
mere relizions opinioes.  In the yenr 1584, the
Anabaptists of Halland attacked ibe city of Mun-
ster, in Westplinlin, and there committed doecds
that wonld abmost ppoesy ineredible, were they
not well attested as matters of listory. John



