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IN’ giving the public fome Account of the Life of a man of
an extraordinary charafter, there 18 danger, of either ﬁ!"l .

ing too much, or too Kttle; of gither expofing much of his weak-
mefs, or rendering him an objel of contempt to the jguorint!
Had he no infirmitics, he would not be'a mere man ; if we dif=
play 00 many of his excellencles, we ‘render the whale ‘sc-
tount, given of him, fufpicious, It kas been often found, that
faithfulne(s and implicity, have abundantly fupplied the place of
bright parts, and great penetration in the biflorian; and a jo-
dicious and eandid reader, will feat upon the undifguifed reian:m‘
nfﬂ;u aftions of an open, unpremeditated charafter, with moch
more pleafure, than the perulal of a life drawn up according 1.'.
the rules of art, and with faboyred criticifme. ,
THuz Compilers of the Ufe, of the late Mr. Hoevell Harris,
have not artempred to decorate, what he has written of himfelf,
Az or
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or to illuftrate any circnmiances, by afligning occult canfes of
this, or the other, particular aftion, or event, They knew bim
many years, not only -2 Friends who ocoafienally cenverfed with
bim, and were diftant fpeftators, but as parts of his family, whe
fawr all bis mavements, by day and dight ; who generally heard
his firft thought, vpon every new fubje®, or propofed plan j and
were witneifes of the fleps he took to accomplith what e be-
Sieved, 16 be right; end they frequently took a confiderable fhare
in the extcution. Though their efleern for hima gréw with the
opportnitics they had, of difcovering his principles and pralice,
yet they did ngr implicicly, follow his wards, Farther than they
were perfoaded in their own minds; and they were not blind 1o
his weaknefles, They received real internal benehit from theie
fpechal acquaintavce with him, and to this day, bis memory is
‘dear and valuable, to them = and they are ready to fay, that
“mugi: dezd, he yet fpeakeths to them § a5 well as 1o many
. more, who were of his large family, 2t Trevecta.™

“The Compilers, detirmined to defiver to the public, a fhort
fetch of bis Life, in all Gmplicity | hoping that thofe who pofefs
J*_Iﬂil"ll"l'l?l'gl!l of the ways of Gop, may reap fome benefit, from
the perulil ; and teayn, like My, Harpis, to follow, in fmplicicy,
the leading of the Lorp'a Spirit, in their own line of life. And
thezefore, 3t is deliversd to the reader, in its homely, but intelligi-
Ye drefs. The reader mult therefore attend to the matrer, and
mot to the wanner, if he intends, eiiher 10 judge with candour,
or to feap any advantage from it

TrEY
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Tuey put the draught of this (ketch, of Mr, Harriis life, inte
the hands, of the writer of this Preface, for his revifion, 2s they
knew, he was acquainted with the man, and fome times, vifited
his houfe and family ; and that theugh he did net labour in the
fume field, yet, he honored his charafters and approved of the
general aim, of his proceedings.  Afeer infpefling the copy, it
feemed hawever, belt to leave it as when firft compiled, with
a few wverbal alterations, as it will sppear, that the dialedl is
agrecable to the place, of Mr. Harris's nativity and education,
and with a vn;_r few alterations, of any other kind.

THo' the writer of the Preface, found himfeif difpofed
to write a kind of apelogy for Mr. Harris, yet be will not take
up much of the readers time, with it. He met with the fae
of maft worthy men, who have ftepped aut of the common beaten
path, endeavouring to march forth in the defence of truth,
to reform mankind, For he has been defamed, and many things

_laid to his charge, which prejudiced foroe againft him, for &

time, mot only fiuch, who are always ready to believe calume
" mies, but of well meaning and worthy men, The writer of
" this, looked upon him once, by means af what be heard, = =t
leaft, a fudpicious charafter, but upon clofe enqniq.r, he receiv-
ed fuch well authenticated information, as removed his doubes,
and rendered himn moze valuable in his eyes, than Mr Harris,
ever-would have beeny had he not been, in a mealure, milk-
Ied, by mifreprefentations.

Tue netural warmth, of every man, of Mr. Harvirs com-

plexion, would, and mult nararally preduce fomething eecem-
iric,
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 #riz, in the molt ordinary walk, or flation of life; but when
we confider the extraordinary courfe he took, it is not fo be

wondered at, that there not only appeared, but that fogething

really was eccentric, in feveral parts of his condut, He believed,

bz was called by Gon, tothe work in which he fpent himielf,

and indeed, if we are to judge by the fruitg, it muit be

swned, by thofe who belieye that Gop bas l.l’Fe:Eal infleence

wpony and bas the direftion of his fervants, that he had that

purticular call, from Gon. He was fiill a man, and lizble te

miftakes, and fome of his miftakes arofe, fram his zeal to accom-

plifh fpeedily, the work, to which he was called, His natural

impetuality, made him at times forget, that he that belisveth will

not make hafte, Butisit right, to expeft more, from a man

afting in fuch 2 Mphere, in our days, than from thefe who have

been made infiruments, in the hand of Goo, tothe greateit

purpoles, even fuch as rclate to the kingdom of Gon? Was
Luthery or Calvin, or any of our Englifh Reformers, without
fome ftrong marks of cooentricity ! and is it not evident, that
even their very eccentricity, tended s the aecomplithment of the
rmwuﬂ‘., to which they were appointed # Had they formed
B gcoentric plan, koowing bt to be fuch, they would have been
inexcufable, but the neceflity of the caf and time, produced an
unpremedimted condut,—which to cold (peftation appeared
wery eccentric, but which was 3o reality, all circumftances con-
fidered, regular, and necellary for that period. Lutber, was a man
of warm paffions, and his naral temper, would have been pro-
duflive of the greateft injorics, to imielf and others, had not Ged
appropriated his warmth, and made it fubfervient to the grest
purpefis of the reformarion, Tt feems that the fame may jultly be
faid
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£iid of Mr. Harrirs temper, in relation to the purﬁni’e,for
which Gon prepared him.

Mr. Harris, was naturally of an open and choleric difpofition,
be was mo politician, in the general, or vulgar acception of
the word, e was undifguifed, in bis words and altions, im=
petuons in his proceedings, “would flatter no wman, noc give up
u particle of what he was perfuaded to be truth, fo pleafe his
deareft and neareft friend, The grace of Gop made a great
alteration in his temper, and notwithitanding bis aflivity, he
would often retire, and fpend many hours alone, in prayer, and
in moking fupplications for kis own fowl, and the fouls of kis
people, &e.  His zeal for the houle (that is the work) of the
Lorp, might be faid to ear bim up. He frequently neglefted
his health, and was indifferent to food, at the ftated times, and
even to flecp,  He neither attended to heat, or cold, if called te
do fomething, which he believed, to be the will of Gop, Such.
was his indefstigablenefs, in the work of the Lorp, during the
fpace of thirty-nine years. Seventeen of which he ipent in tra=
velling throngh #iales, and great part of Ewgland, preaching,
and exhoiting, in the high-ways and hedges, wakes and revels,
&, and though he bad much oppoltion and periecution, yet
he was more than conquerer, through CEaraT, that loved him,
The remaioder of his Jife, he woltly fpent at Trearechka, where
be faithfully minittered, to a larpe family, collefted to him there,
by means of his miniftry, in former years, It appears from
bis life, that the colleBling of this family, was unintentional,
and z candid infidel, who takes a view of that houfe, and con-
fiders its beginning, progrefs, its ftate ar his death, and prefent
condition, mufk [1y, that there was a particular hend of Gop

in it,
Tro'
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Tuo" he imfelf had.as much appelition as any, by the Rulers
in the efltablihed Church, he faw that thefe things, in [ome
mealure, forced fome out of the Church, tho” others eft it from
yariows motives, which were lefs excofable ; yet be remained im-
moveable in his attachment to it, and was notwithftanding far
from bigotry. Me loved and honored all whe ke believed
they were children and fErvants of Gop, of every denomination,
{ The writer of this was an inflance of it) And according to
his full perfuafion, o this head, ke regulated every thing, in his
large Exmily, conformable ta it,

Mr. Harris; was looked upon by fome, gs a defigning, and
felf-interefied man, his life and desth bhave proved the contrary,
And if weare to judge of ciufes, by the effie@s, we thall find
that his principles and praftice, have preduced no bad moral,
civil, or religious Fafle; but on the contrary, his dofirines have
produced virtuons men, good fellow-citizens, good fubjefts, and
devout members, of the effablithed Church,

Iris hoped, that the fallowing Gmple relation of his lfe,
will be a blefling ro fome,  Teading them to the Fountain of
Balvation, in cur Loro Jesus CerisT.

Your Devoted and affeftionats

Bervant in the Golpel,
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