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¢ Bicasings be with him, and otarnal praiss,
Wh gave us pobler lovas, and nobiler careg—
The Poet, who oo esrth hns mads s hoire

Of truth snd pure delight by heavsaly laga
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AT THE GRAVE OF WORDSWORTH.

[ November 9, 1387.)

Thz world in sadly ahort soch hesrts aa thine,
igh Priest in Natnre's la, now at rest ;
Among thy lovers do L mfm;
Thy laye, & glorious kegacy, are
In thee T se2 ng&nlu:bﬂt’dwhe.
A man that loved his fellow-men sincere

Inpmpmaﬁmad.ﬂmﬂ. vmimulur
at once and ssge—in
“ﬁmdthnuapmkmt,lmﬂnmmﬂml. saar 3

For thy inspiring verse no more can dis
Than can thy spirit gone to God who gave.
-ﬂ,meptmrhﬂumgeullmgﬂher&
sacred ashes and the aky,
Anr.lll ¥ placa this wreath upon thy grave.



PREFACE.

Iy issming this nnpretending volume on William
‘Wordaworth, I meed offer but few prefatory
remarks.

Whilst there are, as is well known, several indias-
pensable hand-books on this great meditative poet,
sll more or less elaborate and exhaustive in their
way, there is, perhaps, none that is precieely what
this professcs to be—a popular sfory of his life ; and
it is in the hope of supplying one, however humble,
that this condensed monograph, the writing of which
has indeed beenm a labour of love, is given to the
public.

The * Memoirs of William Wordaworth,' by the
poet’s nephew, the Right Rev, Christopher Words-
worth, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Lincoln, and the
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* Biography,’ by the late Rev, E. Paxton Hood, are
daily hecoming more scarce, baviog long been out
of print, and there would appear to be little likeli-
hood that publications of ench magnitude will be
re-ismaed ; mnd it is believed that many will find
leisure to pernse this brief skeich who wounld,
doubtleas, be deterred from reading volumes of
greater length and merit.

‘Posts,” it has been well said, “are the unacknow-
ledged legislators of the world,” and the name of
Wordsworth has grown to be & power in the lend
that even he in his most embitions moments never
could have anticipated ; whilet his influence on the
epirit of the age, and on resders of all kinds—
perhaps more eepecielly on the young—iz simply
inealculable, To kuow something, therefore, of
such » man, ia pot only essential, but desirable to a
degree; and the present work, within its limited com-
peas, contains, in general at lesst, occurate and
comprehensive information om, at all svents, the
leading incidents in his prolonged and truly honour-
able career,

Wordaworth ia not the poet of passion and senti-



