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PREFACE.

FIRMLY believe that the following tales
have never scen the light of publicity.
They are the [olklore of Spain and Portugal,

Since the day when Hernando del Castillo,
in 1511, published some of the romances of
Spanish chivalry collected from the people,
various works have appeared at difierent times,
adding to the already rich store from that
incxhaustible mine of song and story.

But, unfortunately for those who appreciate
orizinality in a people, it was discovered that
Boceaccio had been most unceremoniously
plagiarized, and, what was still worse, that his
defects had not been avoided.

The " Decameron” has, in fact, been the
foundation of the majority of the romances
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attributed to the natives of the Peninsula when,
as has too often been the case, they have in
their songs of chivalry overstepped the limits
imposed by decorum.

But this does not argue that the Spaniards
anid Portuguese have no poetry and no folklore
of their own, but rather that the latter have
been ignored by the compilers of such litera-
ture, in order to satisfy the cravings of the
unfortunately too many admirers, even in this
day, of that which would have been of advan-
tage to the world at large had iL never been
imagincd.

In England the tale of *“Jack the Giant
Killer” is read with avidity by all young people,
for it is a purcly national tale; but in Spain
and Portugal such simple tales very seldom
find a publisher, and children, and even their
elders have to content themselves with hearing
them recited by those who enliven the long
wintry nights with such lore as [ have
attempted to reproduce from my memory,
told me in my youth in the bosom of those
two sister lands which produced the Cid
Campeador and the Gran Vasco da Gama,
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And, before closing this preface, I would
remark that the North of Portugal, where I
was born and bred, is richer in folklore than
the rest of the kingdom, especially in tales
about enchanted Moors and warlocks, of whom
I, in common with the Portuguese, say,
“ Abernuncio.”

C. SELLLERS.



CONTENTS.

PaGE
THE [INGENIOUS STUDENT ... I
THE UCLY PRINCESS ... 1]
THE WOLF-CHILD ... ot e 17
THe Macic MIRROR ... - 6
Tir BLACK SLAVE R 1|
THi LEGERD OF 5T. HARTHOLOAIEW ... 45
THE Wmte Cat oF EcCija 59
THE CRURCH AUCTIONEER AND CLOWN OF VILLAR G
Tie Wise K. oF LEON ... wr JO
Ture CopsLEr OF HURGo: 45
TangaRa, THE (GRAZIER'S WIFE ... S
Targ WATCHFUL SERVANT e ]
SILVER BELLS s e 105

Kixg Eopin ... 1z



x CONTENTS,

raGe
THE WICKED KING i i g )
THE PALACE OF TUE ExCHANTED MoOoRs 122
THE SEVEN PIGRONS e 133
Lapy CLaRE ... Eae 150
Goon 5T, JAMES, AND THE MERRY DARBER OF
CoMPOSTELLA e we 154
ELVIRA, THE SAINTED PRINCESS g
Tre ENcranteD Mure .. ik sie 170



3

TALES FROM TIIE LANDS OF
NUTS AND GRAPES.

—_——

THE INCENTOUS STUDENT.

HERE was once a student in Tuy who
was s0 very poor that, if faith in Provi-
dence be not reckoned, he possessed no riches.
But Juan Rivas was endowed with a won-
derfully fine gift of ingenuity, and although he
was somewhat behind in the payment for the
Masses on behalf of his predecessors, and even
morc so with his mundane creditors, still was
he a man who mcant well and would do the
right thing if he only had the opportunity,

To the man of the world there 1s no greater
pleasure than to pay his debts, for by so doing
he increases his credit.

Juan Rivas would willingly have paid every
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