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HIRELING AND THE SLAVE.

Arres all, Blavery lo thelr case (the Jamaies slaves) I8 but another bame for
sarvitude, M. @. Lawig,

Irmget whites have hoem long emancipaied, and nobody saka them to work, or
parmite shem o Work, on condition of fndiug them pots CAHLYLE.

BEQOOND EDITION.

CHARLESTON.

JOHN RUBSELL.
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JAMES L. PETIGRU, LL.D.

T isE permisslon i3 inboriba Ehe fallowing verses Lo Yo
If not & At offaring to your taxte and Jadgesent, (hey st l=ast glve me AR oppor-
tanlty for 2ayiog how mach I sdmire the wit, Inteilect and learning, which yoo
hatrs davaoled with o mech meezss to every ooble parposs ; which hare never
falled frisnd or strapger in distress, nor shrunk from & Sofl or sacrifics required
by Jurtice, Bumanliy, ar Génaroalty.

‘The moat exabied siation in socloly in that of ke Advocate whe smploye diy-
tinguished legsl atiainmenis and abilltles to dafend the nnforimnate, vindicats
trath and right, and mdiniain luw, order nnd estabished government—and this
station s unfversally admitied to be yours.



PREFACE.

Tem malignant abuse lavished on the Slaveholders of
Ameriea, by writers in this country and England, can be
aceounted for, but in one way, consistently with ady degree
of charitable eonsideration for the slanderers They have
no knowledge of the thing abusod, They snbetitate an ideal
of their own contriving for the reality. They regard Ela-
very a8 a system of chains, whips and tortures. They con-
sider its abuses a3 ils necessary condition, and s cruel master
its fair representative. Mr. Clarkson took up the subject,
origioally, as a fit one for a college exercise in rhetorie, and
it became a rhetorical exercise for life to himeelf and his
followers. With these people the eruelty of Blavery is an
affair of tropes and Ggures only. They have shown aa littla

regard for truth, fairness and common sense, as they would
i=



vi. PREFALOE.

do to gather all the atrocities of their own conntry commit-
ted by husbands and wives, parents and children, masters
and servants, priest and people, and denounce these several
relations in life in consequence of their abuses.

The labourer suffers wrong, abuse and cruelty in England,
- but, they sy, it is against the law, against public opinion; |
he may apply to the Courtz for redress; thess are open to
him., Cruelty to the Slave in equally agrinst the law. It
is equally condemned by public opinion; and as to the
Couris of Law being open to the pauper hireling, we may
remember the reply of Bheridan to a gimilar remark,—yes,
and so are the London Hotels—justics and s good dinner,
with Champagne, are equally within his reach. If, in son-
sequence of the evils inoident to hireling labour—becanse
" there are severe, heartless, grinding employers and miserable
starving hirelings, it were proposed to sbolish hireling la-
bour, it would be quite a8 just and logical a8 the argument
to abolish Blavery becanse there are sufferinge among Slaves,
and hard hearts among Masters. The eruelty or suffering is
no more a necessary part of the one eystem than of the other.
Notwithstanding its abnses and miseries, the Hireling Bys-
tem worke beneficially with white labourers ; and a0 also, not-




PREFACE. ° vii.

withstanding hard masters, Slavery, smong a Christian
people, is advantageons to the negro. To attempt to estab-
ligh the hireling zystem with Africans, would be as wise as
to endesvour to bestow the constitutional government of
England on Ashantes or Dahomey. In both cases there
would be an equal amount of abetraet {ruth and practical
‘absurdity.

Slavery is that system of lxbour which exchainges subsist-
ense for work, which secores a life-masintenanse from the
master to the slave, and gives & life-labour from the slave to
the master. The dlave iz an apprentice for life, and owes
his labomr to his master ; the master owes support, during
life, to the slave. Blavery is the negro system of labour.
Ho is lagy aod improyident. Blavery makes all work, and
it ensures homes, food and clothing for all. It parmits no
idleness, and it provides for sickness, infsney and old age.
It allows no tramping or skulking, and it kaows no pan-

This is the whole system substantially. All eruelty is an
abuse ; does not belong to the institution ; is now punished
and may be in time prevented. The abusea of Blavery are
as open to all reforming influemces ws those of any other
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civil, social, or political condition. The improvement in the
treatment of the plave is ns marked as in that of any other
labouring class in the world. If it be true of the English
soldier or sailor, that his condition hag been ameliorated in
the last fifty years, it is quite as true of the negro.

If Blavery is subjeot to sbuses, it has its advantages also.
It establishes raore permanent, and, therefore, kinder rels-
tions between capital and labour. T removes what Stuard
Mill ealls *the widening and embittering feud between
the elass of labour and the class of capital.” It draws the
relation closer between master and servant. It is not an
engagement for daye or weeks, but for life. There is no
ench thing, with Slavery, as a laboarer for whom nobody
careg or provides. The most wretched featare, in hireling
labaur, ia the isolaied miserabla crestnre who hes no home,
noe work, no food, sud in whom no ome is particularly inter-
ested. This 4 seen among hirvelings only.

I do not say that Slavery is the best system of labour, but
only that it is the best, for the negro, in this country. In
& nation composed of the same race or gimilar races, where
the labourer is intelligent, industrious and provident, money
wages may be better than subsistence. Even under all ad-



