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FOUNDATION

QOF THE

Swander Lectureship

HE Swander Lectureship in the Theological

Seminary of the Reformed Church in the United
Srates. located at [ancaster, Pa., was founded by
the Reverend John I, Swander, D, D., and his wife,
Rarbara Kimmell Swander, for the twofold purpose
of promulgating sound Christological Science and
of erecting a memorial to their danghter, Sarah
Elen Swander, born April 30ch, 1862, died Septem-
ber 20th, 137%; and to their son, Nevin Ambtrose
Swander, born August Tth, 1363, died March 29th,
1884, It shall be known as the “sarabh Ellen and
Nevin Ambrose Swander Lectureship.” Tor its
mainienance a sum ol money was given to the
Beard of Trustees of the said Theological Semin-
ary, the interest of which is to be applied for the
publication of lectures in book form, in accordance
with the conditions defined by the terms which
accompanied the convevance of the fund nto the
hands of the aforenamed Board of Trustees,

These lectures are delivered by members of
the Facultv of the Theological Seminary, and others
whom the Faculty may select and secure for such
service; and while the said Faculty shall guard
diligently against the admission of anything into
these memorial volumes at variance with the truth
as it is in Jesus, they shall not be held responsible
for the views of the individual lecturers.



-y




Romance in Religion
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Dr. Swanders Life

CHAPTER I

Introductory and Nativity,

HE former sketeh of my lile was wrillen

and published at the request of the {aculiy
of the T'heological Seminary of the Reformed
Church in the United States, located at Lan
caster, Pennsylvania. Having complied with
the wishes of my colaborers, in the preparation of
the manuscript of that boolk, I yielded also to their
further request to have the book inflicted upon a
helpless public. It therefore appeared in 1909, as
the memorial volume for that year, upon the foun-
dation of the Swander Lectureship, which had heen
founded and established some years previous to
that date, for the twofold purpose of promulgating
sound Christological Science, and of erecting a
monument sacred forever to the memory of his
sainted children, rather than for the purpose of
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spreading antobiegraphical  hiterature  before the
world.

Since the above given date, God has wronght
wonderiul things in the world, and a few astonish-
g things in the writer's own hife.  Six eventiuol
years have rolted away., Tlring those years new
clements have entered into my life mtertwining
and interweaving their mystic threads with the
filers of my being. New forms of providence have
appeared in my history, and new manifestations of
hitherto only parually developed principlez have
forced themselves to the surface, as significant
periads in my personal experience, domestic affairs
and social relations.

Such being the factz in the case, it may not
be entirely out of order to supplement the former
treatise with another volume of the new testament
in the inspired scriptures of perscnal reminiscences
of occurrences and events i a life, which, thoagh
marred by human defects, is, nevertheless, regarded
Ly the biographer as full of that most wise and
heneficient “Divinity which shapes our ends rough
hew them how we will”.

In such review of the history of my life, cover-
ing maore than four score vears, I am thankiully
amazed at the growing cvidence that my trembling
steps have been ordered by the Lord. Though
probably for a less special and important purpose,
God has been and still is in my personal, domestic
and ministerial history, choosing my paths, helping
me to mold my character and directing me on and
up to the goal of my proper destiny, as really as
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he was in the callings and careers of Abraham and
Moses.

The above case is not cited as one necessarily
rare and exclusively peculiar to the writet's per-
sonal self. Such narrow egotism would And little
sympathy and less toleration in this age of God's
growing revelation of Himself, his will and his
ways to the children of men. The powers of the
heavenly world are now manifesting themselves
to us as never hefore. Although the canonical
scriptures are and should still be held as the pecul-
tarly inspired and cspecially anthorized medinom of
God's trevelation from the supernatural world and
the testimonial means of man’s communication with
the grand realities of the heavenly realm, it should
not be overlooked that the Divine One doth still
in these last davs speak to and work in and through
man in a manner in which he hath not bound him-
self exclusively to his former methods of making
“known his ways unto Moses and his acts unto the
children of Israel”., The day of Pentecost was only
the beginning of the time when men should speak
with other tongues as the Spirit woild give them
utterance. It was only the starting point in the ful-
fillment of Joel's wonderful prophecy. In these
last days we are reasonable in our expectation of
greater showers of blessings directly from the heav-
enly world. Even now 1s the tabernacle of God
dwelling among men with wider portals and more
expanding dimensions,

Why should the heathen rage, and the people
imagine a vain thing when God sets his king upon



