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PREEFACE

At the annual town meeting held March 6, 1866, the
following Memoriar. Rrcorp was read,—and on motion
of D H. Macomber, Zzq., the Selectmen of the town
were divected to procure tho peinting of nod less than
g1x RUNDRED copies of the same, and a: many more as
shall be enbeeribed for by individuals; one copy to be
distributed to each Tarnily in town.

In compliance with this vote, the following pages,
gathered pavtly from orel communieations, but mainly
from official records, and woven together amid the sctive
duties of professional life, are herewith presented to the
people of the town,



MEMORTAL RECORD.
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Repeated instances of patriotic devotion to the * Flag
of our Union” have ocearved in our history, sinee the
war of the Revelution made ue as States ¥ one and in-
separable.”  The war with the mother country in 1812
—14, and with Mexico in a later day, are case in point.
In both, wera exhibited the sirong love of country and
enthusiastic attachment to it, which has ever lLeen a
prominent characterigtie of the American citizen.

But none of theas eo stivred the utmest depths, or #o
enkindled to a flame the peiviotism of the masses of the
people, az when those thrilling words flached along the
wirea of the Telegraph, on that bright Sabbath morning,
April 14, 1861, “Suwmter has fallen!” It vibrated
throngh every verve and muscle. Ib quickened toa
feverigh glow the pulsations of cvery heart, 1t hushed
the tumult of rencorons passions then culminating into
ripened animosity. It inetinetively drew men of all
parties and shades of political opinions together, and
each found the heart of hiz fellow beating in unizon with
his own. Throughout the whele Xorth not = discordant
note was heard or uttered.  With unparalleled nnanim-
ity, the patriotism of the people rallied round the symbel
of our liberty and nationality. “Not a star hall be
stricken out;” “not a etripe ehall be eraped from the
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dear old flag " “the Undon, @6 sust and shall bs prasery-
ed,” was the unanimons owtburst of the patriotism and
loyalty of a nation in peril from foes within iteelf; and
the most natoral expression of that patriotism was to
rally for the nation®s defence, to repel invasion and to
put down rebellion, Hardly, therefors, had the first calle
for volunteers been promulgated, ere the ranks were fill-
ed, and hearts that most joyfally kept “step to the music
of the Unfon, the Constitution and the Lawe”—ruth-
lessly violated Ly those of our owe honsehold,—were
marching away by thousande and tens of thonsands, amid
tears and fearMl forsbodings, showts and rejoieings, to
defend with their hivod and their lives, the altars and
fires of our beloved country, Old and young participa-
ted in the patriotic enthusiasm., The searred and war-
worn voteran of formey deys, chafod in his age and wea-
rinese agnin to peril his Life for the flng under which he
had marched to vietory,—buat the yoang, with lighter
gtep and nimbler gait filled up the ranke before hir.
Fathers brovght forward their gons, in many cascs on-
ligting with them, Flothers, with muel the eame spirit
that animated the Spartan mothers of old, who gave
their ecns the war shield, sad with patriotie bravery
ordered them to bring it back, or themsclves to Dbe
brought back wpon it offered up their offepring npon
the altar of an impeflled conntry, Fach vied with the
other in prompt enthusiastie response to the country’s
call. Never, in all our history as & nation, was enthnsi-
agm more entbusisgstie, pawictismn were patrictie, or
loyalty more intengely loyal. The integrity of the Union,
the symbelic representation of our froedom and national-
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ity, aseailed by ermned rebellion in our midst, were the
dragon’s teeth, sown by that unnatural and uneightly
mongter seecssion, (rom which sprung the armed hosts of
patriotiem and bravery, which have bromght to usof
this day, ihe blessings of peacg.and a restored Union.

In this eonfiiei, now so happily terminated, thie town
has borne an honorable and prajss-wovthy part. Tt has
had representatives in neazly every regiment that has
been raiged in the State, and in a large proportion of the
harvdest-fought batle fields A few have been lualed
upon the ficld of vietory they helped to win, SBomes have
found a resting-place among their kindred at howe,
Some have bronght back the evidences of their valor in
the wonnds they received npon the battlefield, and in
the wutilation of their persons.  Many have passed
unseathed throngh all the perile of camyp ard battle and
prison.  Moet of thom have merited the gratitude of
their townsmen, aad we fo-day place upon enduoring
record their bravery and their patriotism. Ower the
dead let ve shed the tear of condolence and sympathy,
and ereet for them inour hearts, & monmment which shall
hold their names in lagting and grateful remembrance.
For the wonnded snd those who have returned to us
unseathed, let us wresthe for iheir brow an unfading
diadem of honor and affection from a gratefnl people,

Immediately wpen the breaking out of the rebellion,
the President of the United Stater made requisition
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upon the Governor of Vermont, April 15, 1861, for its
quota of seventy-five thousand Btate Militla, to be
mustered into the serviee of the United States for
the term of three months, In eompliance with this
requisition Govarnor Eebwessl ordered all the uniform-
ed companies organized under the then existing Militia
Law of the State. to fill up their companies to the
full quota, and appointed Ruotland as the place of
rendezvous. Thie order was promptly obeyed, and in a
wvery short gpace of time the First Vormont Tlegiment
wag ready for marching orders.  In this regiment Essex
had four representatives in the Howard Guards, of Bur-
lington, viz: Maleclm G, Troet, Clark W, Bates, Heman
Augtin and Edgar A. Beach. - To Mr. Beach belongs
the honor of being the first t0 enter the ranks from this
town, nod for hig promptness and patriotism in respond-
ing to the call, he roceived a gratuity of one hundred
dollare, offered by Byron Stevens, Esq., to the first vol-
unteer from Eszex.  Mr. Austin presenting himeelf for
enlistment Lot a short thne afierwards, received a like
gratuity from Mr. Loomis of Barlington, in eonsideration
of care for his son then juet enlisting, The regiment was
mugtered into gervice May 2, 1861, and wes discharged
Aug, 15, 1561,

During the suesesding suminer months, under the
proclamation of ilie President for velunteers for three
years, the Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Regi-
ments were rapialy ovganized and sent forward. West-
ley Hazelton having been appointed reeruiting oficer
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with his headquarters at Essex Centre proceeded to enlist
a company, which, under himgelf as Captain, became
Company T of the Bixth Regiment. In this regiment
Kssex was largely represented during the war, and by
some of her beet and most setive young men whose
names we now place on record.

September 4, 1861, Albert and George Austin enlist-
wd, the former of whem died Decomber 11, of the same
year; the latter, George, was promoted Corporal May 12,
1865, served through the war, and was mustered oub
June 26, 1865, Beuben Austin enlizted September 25,
1861, and died Aungust 2,1862. Elias E. Austin enlisted
August 6, 1561, was weunded in the foot at Bpotteylva-
nia Conrt House May 10, 1865 promoted Corporal June
19, 1864, and was mustered ontJune 28, 1563, Norman
A, Baler, an only son, areund whom centered the fondest
hopes of doting parents, enlisted October 2, 1861, and
died in the Hospital January 9, 1862, Willard I, Bleed
enlisted Sept. §, 1861, and was discharged March 5, 1863,
Lowell 8, Bradley, enlisted as Musician, Augnst 23, 1861,
was giele in Hospital at Philadelphia, and was digcharged
July 1, 1562, Ho sfterwards re-enlisted in the Invalid
Corpe, wentb to ‘Washingion and died in the Government
Insane Asylum. George H, Brown enlisted September
4, 1281, re-cnlisted December 18, 1383, was promoted
Corporal Jannary 1, 1864, was wounded in the Battle of
the Wildernese, Alay 5, 1564, at abont four P. M. of
that day. e lay en the ground between the lines of



