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INTRODUCTION.

LE ]

1% July 1765 Fidmund Barke, then thirty-five years old, began bis

lieal career as secretary to the Marquis of Rockingham, wio had
Just undertnken the formation of a Ministry.  Rurke presently epfered
Parliament 55 member for Wendover, through the interest of Lond
Vernay., The American colonies were at that lime united jn vigorous
tesistance to a Stamp Act, which involved claim and use of the nght of
an Lnglish Parliament 1o impose direct taxes on colonies that were not
reprezenied in it

There hil been indircet taxation since the days of our English
Commonweaith, when the Novigetion Act of 3651 required all colonial
exports 1o England to be shipped only in American or Englich vessels,
Adter the Restoration, a second Navipation Aet, in 1660, ordered that
mast of the exports from the colonies shontd be shipped otly 1o England
or to an English coleny, and in American or English vessels. In 1663
athird Navigation Aet required that most of (e imports into the colonies
should be shipped enly from England or an English colony, and in
American or Enp]'nh wessela, Imot there were added duties upos
ceulain ensmerated srifcles, in passing {rom one colony 1o anodber, ‘Tais
involved the establishment of royal costom-hovse: ad revesue ofiicers
in gervice of the Ceown,  [n Massachusets these changes were opposed @
e General Court of the colony resalved *frhat the Acts of Navigntion are
an fnwesion of the Fights and privileges of the subjects of his Majesty i
thiz eclony, they not being represented in the Farhament,” o 1680
8 notice of the appaintiment of o eollector of the royal enstoms for New
Eneland was torn down at Thoston by order of the colonial magl=trates,
The opposition wos not effectual, and the amber of réevenue officers
increassd,

In 1606 a Board of Trade was established, consisting of a Prezident
oned eeven members, entitled the Lords Commissioners for Teade and
Plaztafions. Among other duties this body had charge of the exeon.
tion of the Navigation Acts, and it was Lo bring the colomies more
strictly under royal eortral, The Héard of Trade raposed, len-
fore, in 1697, the sppointment of a captain.gencral, with absoiute
power to levy and organize an army without réfessnce te any eolontal
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awhority,  ln rhgd it peofithited e expert of colvninl wooliens even
from ooe colony to awciber. In 17ab i secomenended, byl did eot
ohtain, the resumption of charters 51l beld by some of the codonies.
In 15714 a Secretary of State veas made chief of the Doord of Tmde.
The Duke of Neweastle, who held this office from 1724 {0 1748, sup-
postd New Enpland to be an i#and.

The aperations of the Foyal Afican Company, which had Lieen first
farmed in 618, reconstituted i 1631, and again in 1663, and which
acquited wealth by the teade In slaves, were ot the snme time pro-
wioted,  The Treaty of Ulrechi, in 1713, contained a contract on the
paet of Spnin (lnt Greal Teiala alone showid supql}' her colonies with
slaves and in ay3o darent Eoitain reccived, by the Treaty of Adw-la.
Chapelle, an indemnity of a hondred thousand pounds for giving up
thi= rght.  When Virginia and Scuth Carelioa Taid o prelibitory oty
vn the impostntion of stoves, their ncls wersaomiiled by roval conemand,
T n75e, when e frade o slvoves was wmade iwdependent of 1his com-
pany, 1he reasen piven in the Rritish  Parlisment was that **the slave
trade is very advantapeovs te Geeat Pritnin™  The colonlsts of the
Southern States of Arwerica had therefore endeavoured in vain ko
check 1he importativo of slave labour, | !

T 1733 the Molasses Act Tais] Jalles in the American colonies span
molagses, sngar, and rmg inpocted from any hat the Diidsh West India
Tslands. The agent of New Yoil in England protested that this soas
“divesting 1he colonists of thelr tights sz the kings natural-born
sbhjecis and Englizlimen, iz levvmgr suleidizs upon ibem azalost their
own consent.™  Tino173e ke Americen colgniztz were foclidden Lo
expoit hatsy in 1730 chey were forbidden to crect mills fer slitting m
rallimyr trom, or furnaces for meking stecl,

Ja 1754 the Matiny Act, providing ler the discipline ond quarters of
the Fpglish army, was extenda] (o the eolonges,  Ino 1733 the Eord o!
Lovdoun was sent over a5 Govevnor of Viegicls, and commander-in-
chief over the thirteen colonies of America,  Yermancnoe of the appojt.
inent of judges wasnext strack ot ;. their commissions were issned, which
were to run wo longer ! duriog good behavious,” bat * dudng the king's
bengpre.”  New York I 1750 vefieed lo pay the salicy of o chiel
justice appointed, and he procuved for himself from the Board of Trade
a gmut to br paid from che quiteeents of the provinee.  There came
claims  olsoin 1760 for writs of assistance authorizing search for goods
impotted i debance of the acts of brade, i

Thma a long conrze of nowise policy had reised aospint of antapontsm,
and muzh advance Lad Deen made fowards the alienation of the
Acverican colonies, when thore wos added for the st time a direct
taxation for revenue to the long ssvies of toxations for regalation of trade,
AL the Deginaing of the. year 1764 the Dritish Parlinmen: voted that it
kad aright to tas the colonfes, Georme Grenville by the Sagar Act in
1764 [aid dulies opon sugar and otber aricles of colonial import, Ity
the Stamp At in 1763 Le imposad in the American colonies a siamp
duty, like that in England, vpon business documents and newspapers.

Thizdisregard of Awmenicon feeling oo enly gave new lomce to the
prowing dizeontont, bud prevoked the ceganielng of eesistance.  Massa-
chuzatts Tropozod a Oelopind Conpreds ot New York, which first mer on



