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TO THE

VERY REV. CHARLES GRAVES, D.D, 8 F.T.C.D,

TFAR OF OLONFEART, AND FREGIDENT OF THE IQYAT. IKISH ACADEMT.

————

My bEa® CHARIEE,

By prefixing your name to the following pages,
I give myself an opportunity of reminding you of your
having smid to me, on ouwe occasion, thet the Diptychs
would be *“a very good subjact for & Lecture” in Eecle-
mastical History.

Yours cver,

Traw. Conn, Novembar 22, 1864,






THE DIPTYCHS.

———

I pesiRE to address you to-day on the subject of
the Diptychs, You may perkapa be already sware,
that, although very many writers have either
expressly mentioned, or incidentally alluded to,
these Registers, it is not easy to meet with any ac-
curate description of them. Cave, in his Disser.
tation concerning the Ecclesiastical Books of the
(ireeks, which is annexed fo the second volume of

his Historia Litoraria, when he comes to Almroxe,
tells us, in words whick do not discourage an in-
quirer ;—‘ nota satis est et vox et res,” He then
proeeeds to say, that the Diptychs were * duplices
Tabul®;" one of which contained the names of
Patriarchs and eminent Bishops, who were yet alive;
and that on the other were inscribed the names of
those persons whe had died in communion with the
Church. Cave also refers to Durantus®, whose
summary account of the Diptychs is that which is

* Dy Ritibwa Eoclerie Catholice, Lib ii. Cap. zliii. p. 509.
Eoma, 1681.
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generally received as true ;—that the Tablets in
question were twofold ; und that one of them com-
prised the names of the Living, and the other those
of the Dead®.

Such a definition, however, is totally inadequate ;
and must give rise to numerous mistakes, and much
confusion,

Bingham, to whom we may in this case naturally
look for information, is not quite precise. Having
observed?, that the early Christians “had certain
Books, which they called their ‘ Holy Books,’ and
commonly their * Diptychs,’ from their being folded
together, wherein the nameas of such persons [ Bishops,
or Baints, or Martyrs,| were written, that the Deacon
might rehearse them, as occasion required, in the
time of Divine Service,” he adds :—* Cardinal Bona
and Schelatrate meke three sorts of these Diptychs.
One, wherein the names of Bishops only were writ-
ten; and, more psrticularly, such Bishops as had
been governors of that particular Church, A second,
wherein the names of the Living were written ; who

* Cf Goar, Not. in Euchelogium, p. 148, Lui. Paris. 1647.
Roswoydi Onomesticon verb. in Vit Pelfrum ovenr., p. 1017.
Antverp. 1615. Esccarie Bidiiséh. Bitsal, Tom, i p. 18. Rome,
1976. Du Saussay, Appar. ad Martyrolog. Gallican, Tom. i. p.
xzix. Lut. Paris. 1637, DBates's Collage Lscfures on Christign
Antiguities, p. 323. Lond. 1845, Marshall's Transletion of 8.
Cypriet’s Works, Part ii, p. 33, Lound. 1717, Gieseler's Eoeles.
Ifigt., trensl. by Davideon, ¥el. il p. 30. Ediob. 1859,

t Asntiguities, Book xv. Chop. iti, § xviik
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were eminent and conspicuocus, either for any office
and dignity, or some benefaction and good work,
whereby they had deserved well of the Church.
In this rank were the Patriarchs, and Bishops of
great sees, and the Bishop and Clergy of that par-
ticalar Church; together with the Emperors, and
Magistrates, and others most conspicuous among
the people. The third was the Book containing the
names of such as were Deceased in Catholic com-
munion, The first and the last of these seem to be
much the same.”

It is evident, then, that Bingham perceived, that
the Records of which he was speaking had not been
classified with sufficient distinctness by the authors
whom he has followed.

There cannot, at all events, be the slightest doubt
8s to the derivation of the word Diptyche. Als,
bis, and wmf, or wrvyy, plica, are very obviously
its origin. )

‘When we enter upon the consideration of this
subject, it should, in the first place, be borne in
mind, that Diptychs, regarded generally, were an-
ciently of two kinds; Eccleslastical or Sacred, and
Civil or Profane, Respecting the latter there is
searcely any difficulty ; but more than a little per-
Pplexity prevails relative to the Ecelesiastical Tables,
with which mainly we are now coneerned.

The Diptychs used by the Romans were called
“ Pugillares,” (from pugilius, the diminutive of pug-



