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Twis volume is not designed for the use of theatri-
cal people alome, - Inasmuch as the various chapters are
written by authors who are recognized as authorities
upon the subjects coming wnder their pens, as well
as writers experienced in pleasing the public, it is
hoped that the book will fill a helpful corner in the
osraphical department of home libraries, while at the
same time it acquaints general readers with the careers
and methods of work of our American actors.

Although the theatre has existed in this country for
a century and a half, and in these later days has
Aourished wonderfully, the literature of the stage is
meagre.  OF histories there are nonc that cover the
entire pertod ; of biographical works there are very
few, and none that deal, after the manner of this
volume, with any considerable number of contempora-
neous actors.  The central idea of * Famous American
Actors of Today " is to bring before the reader each
noted player as he is viewed by a writer who either

has known the actor personally, or has made an es-
it
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pecial stuwdy of his professional work. In this way
there is praduced, with varicd characteristic style, ¢
series of reliable biographics and accurate criticisms
ot of the rontine order.

The idea of the hook was conceived by Mr. McKay,
amd the earrving ont of the project was enthusiastically
assisted by all the contributors, The time of " to-
day " was limited (with one exception) to the decade
just elosing,  The order of arrangement of the essays
is purcly artificial, ond is not intended o indicate
rank of any kind.  First, the one-cstablished stars are
presented ;. then the yonnger stars, with the notable

stock actors; then the special character comedians.
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