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INTRODDCTION.

Wrrnmw a date not very distant from the present
day, in the British House of Commons,—where the
opinions of the cultivated classes, if not of the masses,
are faithfully represented—the state of philological
law, as well as social and ecclesiastical law, in
England has been discussed with special reference to
certain countries in Europe. The difference between
these subjects is not greater than between the spirit in
which they were disenssed. When a Roman Pontiff
presumed to portion out English territory into ecclesi-
astical hierarchies, the British Lion, with thunder
in his throat, returned a response, which served at
once as redress for the past and & remedy for the
future. The same stubborn resistance was offered
to Popish Rome which, in days of old, was offered
to Pagan Rome. England, in a manner not to be
mistaken, declined to be a wassal of the Vatican.
When the Emperor of the French presumed to dictate
to the Goverument of Queen Victoria the alteration
of social law, the House of Commons, displeased at
the affront offered, and still more displeased at the
affront suffered;, gave effective expression to its
indignant voice, by a vote which drove from power



